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statements  thus  made  to  a multitude  hard  to  support  by  argu- 
ment, and  do  they  not  entail  an  interminable  deal  of  it? 

Clin.  Well,  sir,  and  what  then?  We  bore  with  one  another 
through  all  those  long  discourses  of  the  wine-cup  and  of  music, 
and  are  we  to  show  less  patience  now  we  are  treating  of  gods 
and  kindred  themes?  And,  mark  you,  such  argument  will  be 
a most  valuable  aid  to  intelligent  legislation,  because  legal 
enactments,  once  put  into  writing,  remain  always  on  record,  891 
as  though  to  challenge  the  question  of  all  time  to  come.  Hence 
we  need  feel  no  dismay  if  they  should  be  difficult  on  a first 
hearing,  since  even  the  dull  student  may  recur  to  them  for 
reiterated  scrutiny.  Nor  does  their  length,  provided  they  are 
beneficial,  make  it  less  irrational  than  it  is,  in  my  opinion  at 
least,  impious  for  any  man  to  refuse  such  discourse  his  heartiest 
support. 

Meg.  What  Clinias  says,  sir,  has  my  fullest  approval. 

Ath.  And  mine,  too,  Megillus,  and  we  must  do  as  he  bids  us. 

To  be  sure,  if  such  theories  had  not  been  so  widely  broadcast, 
as  we  may  fairly  say,  throughout  all  mankind,  there  would  have 
been  no  need  for  arguments  to  defend  the  being  of  gods, 
but,  as  the  case  stands,  they  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  So 
with  the  highest  laws  in  risk  of  perishing  at  the  hands  of  wicked 
men,  whose  function  can  it  be  to  come  to  the  rescue  before 
the  legislator? 

Meg.  Why,  no  man’s. 

Ath.  Well  then,  Clinias — for  you  must  be  my  partner  in  the 
argument — let  me  hear  your  opinion  once  more.  Presumably 
one  who  reasons  thus  holds  that  fire  and  water,  earth  and  air, 
are  the  most  primitive  origins  of  all  things — nature  being  just 
the  name  he  gives  to  them — but  the  soul  is  a later  derivative 
from  them.  Or,  more  probably,  it  is  no  case  of  a presumption; 
his  argument  is  an  actual  declaration  to  that  effect. 

Cin.  Precisely. 

Ath.  Why,  in  God’s  name  then,  have  we  traced  the  unreason 
and  error  of  all  who  have  ever  busied  themselves  with 
research  into  nature  back  to  what  we  may  call  its  source? 
Pray  consider  the  point  with  careful  attention  to  all  their 
positions,  as  it  will  make  a vast  difference  if  we  can  show 
that  those  who  have  taken  up  with  irreligious  doctrines  and 
set  the  tune  for  others  to  follow  have  actually  argued  their 
case  ill  and  fallaciously.  And  I honestly  believe  this  to  be 
the  fact. 
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Clin.  Excellent;  but  you  must  try  to  explain  where  the 
fallacy  lies. 

Ath.  Then  I am  afraid  I shall  have  to  treat  of  rather 
unfamiliar  matters. 

Clin.  There  is  no  need  for  your  hesitation,  sir.  I see  you 
apprehend  you  will  be  going  outside  the  limits  of  legislation  if 
we  are  to  deal  with  such  matters.  But  if  that  is  the  one  and 
only  way  to  accordance  with  the  truth  about  gods,  as  now  stated 
in  our  law,  why,  my  good  man,  our  argument  must  take  it. 

Ath.  Then  it  seems  I must  propound  my  none  too  familiar 
thesis  at  once,  and  here  it  is.  In  the  doctrine  of  which  the  soul 
of  the  ungodly  is  the  product,  the  primal  cause  of  all  coming  to 
be  and  ceasing  to  be  is  pronounced  to  be  not  primal  but  secondary 
and  derivative,  the  secondary  primitive.  Hence  their  error 
about  the  veritable  being  of  gods. 

2 Clin.  I am  still  in  the  dark. 

Ath.  Soul,  my  friend,  soul  is  that  of  whose  nature  and  potency 
all  but  the  few  would  seem  to  know  nothing;  in  this  general 
ignorance  of  it  they  know  not  in  particular  of  its  origin,  how  it 
is  among  the  primal  things,  elder-born  than  all  bodies  and 
prime  source  of  all  their  changes  and  transformations.  But  if 
this  is  indeed  so,  must  not  all  that  is  akin  to  soul  needs  be  of 
earlier  birth  than  all  that  is  proper  to  bodies,  seeing  that  soul 
herself  is  older  than  body? 

Clin.  Why,  necessarily. 

Ath.  And  so  judgment  and  foresight,  wisdom,  art  and  law, 
must  be  prior  to  hard  and  soft,  heavy  and  light;  ay,  and  the 
grand  primal  works  and  deeds,  for  the  very  reason  that  they  are 
primal,  will  prove  to  be  those  of  art;  those-  of  nature,  and 
nature  herself — wrongly  so  called — will  be  secondary  and 
derivative  from  art  and  mind. 

Clin.  ‘Wrongly  so  called’;  why  wrongly? 

Ath.  Why,  by  nature  they  mean  what  was  there  to  begin  with; 
but  if  we  can  show  that  soul  came  first — that  it  was  not  fire, 
nor  air,  but  soul  which  was 'there  to  begin  with — it  will  be 
perfectly  true  to  say  that  it  is  the  existence  of  soul  which  is 
most  eminently  natural.  Now  this  is  the  case  if  it  can  be  proved 
that  soul  is  more  ancient  than  body,  and  not  otherwise. 

Clin.  How  true  that  is ! 

Ath.  Then  our  next  step  must  be  to  address  ourselves  to  the 
proof  of  that  point. 

Clin.  Yes,  of  course. 

Ath.  Good;  then  let  us  be  on  our  guard  against  the  extreme 


BOOK  X 


283 

subtleties  of  the  argument;  we  are  elderly,  and  it  a lusty 
stripling  who  may  slip  through  our  fingers  by  a feint;  then  we 
shall  make  ourselves  a laughing-stock,  and  be  judged  to  have 
failed  even  of  the  little  in  our  eagerness  to  reach  after  the 
greater.  So  reflect  a moment.  Suppose  the  three  of  us  had 
to  cross  a river  with  a strong  current,  and  I,  being  the  youngest 
of  the  party  and  having  a wide  experience  of  such  currents, 
were  to  say:  ‘I  must  first  try  the  crossing  by  myself,  leaving 
you  in  safety,  to  see  whether  the  water  is  equally  fordable  for 
you,  my  elders,  or  not;  if  it  proves  so,  afterwards  I must  call  to 
you  and  help  you  across  it  by  my  experience,  but  if  it  turns  out 
to  be  out  of  the  depth  of  men  of  your  years,  the  risk  will  have 
been  all  mine’,  you  would  think  this  a reasonable  suggestion. 
Well,  it  is  even  so  with  the  waters  of  discourse  which  confront 
us  now;  the  current  is  strong,  and  the  passage  perhaps  too 
much  for  your  strength.  So  to  save  you  from  being  dizzied 
and  staggered  by  the  rush  of  questions  you  are  unpractised  in 
answering,  and  the  consequent  unpleasantness  of  an  undignified 
and  unbecoming  situation,  I propose  that  I should  act  in  this 
same  fashion  now:  I will  first  put  certain  questions  to  myself 
while  you  listen  in  safety,  and  then  once  more  give  the  answers 
to  them  myself;  this  plan  will  be  followed  throughout  the 
argument  until  our  discussion  of  the  soul  is  completed,  and  its 
priority  to  body  proved. 

Clin.  An  admirable  proposal,  sir;  pray,  act  upon  it. 

Ath.  To  the  work,  then,  and  if  we  are  ever  to  beseech  God’s 
help,  let  it  be  done  now.  Let  us  take  it  as  understood  that 
the  gods  have,  of  course,  been  invoked  in  all  earnest  to  assist 
our  proof  of  their  own  being,  and  plunge  into  the  waters  of  the 
argument  before  us  with  the  prayer  as  a sure  guiding-rope  for 
our  support.  If  put  to  the  proof,  then,  on  such  a subject,  the 
safest  course,  I take  it,  is  to  meet  the  following  questions  with 
the  following  answers.  Sir — so  someone  may  say — are  all 
things  at  rest,  and  nothing  in  motion  ? Or  is  the  truth  the  very 
reverse?  Or  are  some  things  in  motion,  others  at  rest?  Of 
course,  I shall  reply,  some  are  moving  and  others  at  rest.  And 
those  which  move  are  moving,  just  as  those  which  are  at  rest 
are  resting,  in  a space  of  some  kind?  Of  course.  And  some 
of  them,  you  will  grant,  do  this  in  a single  situation,  others 
in  more  than  one?  When  you  speak  of  moving  in  a single 
situation,  I shall  reply,  you  refer  to  things  characterized  by  the 
immobility  of  their  centres,  as  is  the  case  with  the  revolution  of 
so-called  ‘sleeping’  circles?  Yes.  And  we  observe,  in  the  case 
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of  this  revolution  that  such  a motion  carries  round  the  greatest 
and  the  smallest  circle  together,  dividing  itself  proportionately 
to  lesser  and  greater,  and  being  itself  proportionately  less  and 
greater.1  This,  in  fact,  is  what  makes  it  a source  of  all  sorts 
of  marvels,  since  it  supplies  greater  and  smaller  circles  at  once 
with  velocities  high  or  low  answering  to  their  sizes — an  effect 
one  might  have  imagined  impossible.2  Just  so.  And  by  things 
which  move  in  several  situations  I suppose  you  mean  those 
which  have  a motion  of  translation  and  shift  at  every  moment 
to  a fresh  place,  sometimes  having  a single  point  of  support, 
sometimes,  in  the  case  of  rolling,  more  than  one.3  In  their 
various  encounters  one  with  another,  collision  with  a stationary 
object  disintegrates,  while  impact  upon  other  moving  objects 
coming  from  an  opposite  quarter  integrates  them  into  new 
combinations  which  are  betwixt  and  between  the  original 
components?4  Yes,  I grant  the  facts  are  as  you  state  them. 
And  further  with  integration  goes  augmentation  in  bulk,  and 
reduction  of  bulk  with  disintegration — provided,  that  is,  the 
894  pre-established  constitution  of  the  object  persists ; if  it  does  not, 
both  processes  give  rise  to  dissolution.6  But  the  condition 

1 e.g.  in  the  revolution  of  a circular  disk  every  point  on  the  disk,  except 
the  centre,  is  describing  a circle.  All  the  circles  complete  their  revolutions 
in  the  same  time,  but  they  are  of  different  circumference,  according  to  the 
distances  of  the  several  points  from  the  centre,  hence  the  velocities  also 
differ  in  the  same  proportion. 

3 England  observes  that  Plato  ‘must  have  had  some  special  reason  for 
enlarging  on  this  peculiarity  of  circular  motion’.  He  had,  and  it  is  this. 
Until  Eudoxus  devised  his  famous  astronomical  hypothesis  of  concentric 
spheres,  the  planetary  motions  were  thought  of,  as  they  are  always  by 
Plato  himself,  on  the  analogy  of  the  revolution  of  wheels  or  disks  spun 
round  their  centre.  The  ‘orbit’,  as  we  call  it,  was  thought  of  as  carrying 
round  the  planet,  as  a ring  turned  round  the  finger  carries  the  stone  set 
in  it.  This  is,  for  example,  the  picture  presupposed  in  the  myth  of  Er  in 
Rep.  X,  and  throughout  the  Timaeus.  The  thought  in  Plato’s  mind  is 
that  the  velocity  of  a planet  in  its  orbit  is  proportional  to  its  distance  from 
the  centre  of  the  system. 

3 The  distinction  is  between  gliding  and  rolling.  As  my  pencil  glides 
over  the  paper,  the  same  point  of  the  pencil  is  successively  in  contact  with 
different  points  in  the  paper;  it  would  be  otherwise  if  the  pencil  were 
allowed  to  roll. 

4 The  meaning  is  that  when  a moving  mass  collides  with  a stationary, 
the  former  is  disintegrated;  the  result  of  collision  between  two  masses 
moving  in  different  directions  is  taken  to  be  coalescence  of  the  two  into  a 
single  moving  mass,  which  Plato  speaks  of  as,  in  some  sense,  ‘betwixt  and 
between’  its  components.  I suppose  him  to  mean  that  the  direction  and 
velocity  of  the  new  movement  are  intermediate  between  those  of  the 
original  motions. 

3 What  is  meant  by  the  ‘pre-established  condition’  (na.9ecrrriKvia  efis, 
893  e 7)  of  the  moving  things?  England  says  hesitatingly  (and  Bury 
without  hesitation)  its  physical  state,  as  solid,  liquid,  or  gaseous.  This, 
I believe,  is- an  error.  Plato  is  describing  the  results  of  various  combina- 
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under  which  coming-to-be  universally  takes  place— what  is  it? 
Manifestly  ’tis  effected  whenever  its  starting-point  has  received 
increment  and  so  come  to  its  second  stage,  and  from  this  to 
the  next,  and  so  by  three  steps  acquired  perceptibility  to 
percipients.1  ’Tis  ever  by  such  change  and  transformation  of 
motion  that  a thing  comes  to  be;  it  is  in  veritable  being  so  long 
as  it  persists;  when  it  has  changed  to  a different  constitution, 
it  is  utterly  destroyed.  Perhaps,  my  friends,  we  have  now 
classed  and  numbered  all  the  types  of  motion — except,  indeed, 
two? 

Clin.  And  what  are  those  two? 

Ath.  Why,  the  very  pair,  my  good  sir,  with  an  eye  to  which 
our  whole  discussion  is  now  in  progress. 

Clin.  I must  ask  you  to  be  plainer. 

Ath.  The  discussion  began  with  a view  to  soul,  did  it  not? 

Clin.  To  be  sure,  it  did. 

Ath.  Then  let  us  take  for  one  of  our  pair  the  motion  which 
can  regularly  set  other  things  in  movement  but  not  itself;  as 
a second  single  type  in  the  scheme  of  motions  in  general  we  will 
take  that  which  can  regularly  set  itself  going  as  well  as  other 
things,  alike  in  processes  of  integration  and  disintegration,  by 
way  of  augmentation  and  its  opposite,  or  by  coming  into  and 
perishing  out  of  being. 

Clin.  And  so  we  will. 

Ath.  We  may  proceed,  then,  to  place  the  type  which  regularly 
moves  some  object  other  than  itself,  and  is  itself  induced  by 
such  an  object,  ninth  on  our  list;  that  which  moves  itself  as 
well  as  other  things — it  finds  its  place  in  all  doing  and  all' 
being-done-to,  and  is  veritably  called  transformation  and  motion 
of  all  that  is — this  we  will  reckon  as  tenth. 

Clin.  Yes,  certainly. 

Ath.  Now  of  these  ten  motions  which  should  we  be  most 
right  to  pronounce  most  powerful  of  all,  and  most  superlatively 
effective  ? 

Clin.  Why,  of  course,  we  are  bound  to  say  that  that  which 

tion  of  motions  from  a purely  kinematical — not  a physical — point  of  view. 

I take  him,  therefore  to  mean  that  so  long  as  the  same  kinematical  con- 
figuration, or  pattern  of  motion,  is  preserved,  the  ‘integration’  of  which 
he  has  spoken  gives  rise  to  increase  in  bulk. 

1 The  language  is  purposely  brief  and  slightly  obscure,  being  meant  to 
be  a little  ‘over  the  heads’  of  the  two  old  men.  The  key  to  it  is  rpin) 
avf>j,  a mathematical  technicality  for  ‘third  dimension’.  To  be  per- 
ceptible to  sense  a thing  must  have  volume.  Volumes  are  regarded  as 
generated  by  the  motion  of  a surface,  surfaces  by  motion  .of  a line  or  lines, 
and  lines  by  that  of  a point, 
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can  move  itself  is  infinitely  most  effective,  and  all  the  rest 
posterior  to  it.. 

Ath.  Excellent.  Then  we  should  perhaps  find  one  or  two 
mistakes  in  what  has  just  been  said  ? 

Clin.  And  what  mistakes  are  they? 

Ath.  We  were  wrong,  I think,  in  using  that  word  ‘tenth’. 

Clin.  But  why  wrong? 

Ath.  It  is  demonstrably^^  in  procedure,  as  in  power,  and 
the  next  in  order  is,  as  we  hold,  second,  though  we  have  just 
called  it — oddly  enough — ninth. 

Clin.  How  am  I to  understand  you? 

Ath.  Why,  thus.  When  we  have  one  thing  making  a change 
in  a second,  the  second,  in  turn,  in  a third,  and  so  on— will 
there  ever,  in  such  a series,  be  a first  source  of  change?  Why, 
how  can  what  is  set  moving  by  something  other  than  itself  ever 
be  the  first  of  the  causes  of  alteration  ? The  thing  is  an  impos- 
sibility. But  when  something1  which  has  set  itself  moving 
alters  a second  thing,  this  second  thing  still  a third,  and  the 
motion  is  thus  passed  on  in  course  to  thousands  and  tens  of 
895  thousands  of  things,  will  there  be  any  starting-point  for  the 
whole  movement  of  all,  other  than  the  change  in  the  movement 
which  initiated  itself? 

Clin.  Admirably  put,  and  the  position  must  be  conceded. 

Ath.  Besides,  let  us  put  the  point  over  again  in  this  way, 
once  more  answering  our  own  question.  Suppose  all  things 
were  to  come  together  and  stand  still — as  most  of  the  party 
have  the  hardihood  to  affirm — which  of  the  movements  we  have 
specified  must  be  the  first  to  arise  in  things?  Why,  of  course, 
that  which  can  move  itself;  there  can  be  no  possible  previous 
origination  of  change  by  anything  else,  since,  by  hypothesis, 
change  was  not  previously  existent  in  the  system.  Consequently 
as  the  source  of  all  motions  whatsoever,  the  first  to  occur  among 
bodies  at  rest  and  the  first  in  rank  in  moving  bodies,  the  motion 
which  initiates  itself  we  shall  pronounce  to  be  necessarily  the 
earliest  and  mightiest  of  all  changes,  while  that  which  is 
altered  by  something  else  and  sets  something  else  moving  is 
secondary. 

Clin.  Unquestionably.  ’ 

Ath.  Then,  now  that  the  discussion  has  reached  this  point, 
we  may  answer  a further  question. 

Clin.  And  what  question  is  it  ? 

1 In  894  e 7 Apelt’s  o y Slv  seems  to  me  a certain  emendation  of  the  MSS, 

otclv. 
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Ath.  When  we  see  that  this  motion  has  shown  itself  in  a 
thing  composed  of  earth,  water,  or  fire — separately  or  in  com- 
bination— how  should  we  describe  the  character  resident  in 
such  a thing? 

Clin.  Am  I right  in  supposing  you  to  ask  whether,  when  the 
thing  moves  itself,  we  speak  of  it  as  alive ? 

Aih.  Certainly. 

Clin.  Alive?  Of  course  it  is  alive. 

Ath.  Very  well,  and  when  we  see  soul  in  a thing,  the 
case  is  the  same,  is  it  not?  We  must  allow  that  the  thing 
is  alive. 

Clin.  Precisely. 

Ath.  In  Heaven’s  name,  then,  hold;  you  will  grant,  I presume, 
that  there  are  three  points  to  be  noted  about  anything? 

Clin.  You  mean? 

Aih.  I mean,  for  one,  the  reality  of  the  thing,  what  it  is; 
for  another  the  definition  of  this  reality;  for  another,  its  name. 
And  thus  you  see  there  are  two  questions  we  can  ask  about 
everything  which  is. 

Clin.  And  what  are  the  two  ? 

Ath.  Sometimes  a man  propounds  the  bare  name  and  demands 
the  definition;  sometimes,  again,  he  propounds  the  definition 
by  itself  and  asks  for  the  corresponding  name.  In  other  words, 
we  mean  something  to  this  effect,  do  we  not? 

Clin.  To  what  effect? 

Ath.  There  is,  as  you  know,  bisection  in  numbers,  as  in  other 
things.  Well,  in  the  case  of  a number,  the  name  of  the  thing 
is  ‘even’,  and  the  definition  ‘number  divisible  into  two  equal 
parts’. 

Clin.  Certainly. 

Ath.  That  is  the  sort  of  case  I have  in  mind.  We  are  denoting 
the  same  thing,  are  we  not,  in  either  case,  whether  we  are  asked 
about  the  definition  and  reply  with  the  name,  or  about  the  name, 
and  reply  with  the  definition?  It  is  the  same  thing  we  describe 
indifferently  by  the  name  ‘even’,  and  the  definition  ‘number 
divided  into  two  equal  parts’? 

Clin.  Identically  the  same. 

Ath.  Well  then,  what  is  the  definition  of  the  thing  for  which 
soul  is  the  name?  Can  we  find  any  but  the  phrase  we  have 
just  used,  ‘the  motion  which  can  set  itself  moving’? 

Clin.  You  mean  that  the  self-same  reality  which  has  the  name 
soul  in  the  vocabulary  of  all  of  us  has  self-movement  as  its 
definition  ? 
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Ath.  I do.  But  if  this  is  indeed  so,  is  there  anything  we  can 
desiderate,  anything  further  towards  complete  demonstration 
of  the  identity  of  soul  with  the  primal  becoming  and  movement 
of  all  that  is,  has  been,  or  shall  be,  and  of  all  their  contraries, 
seeing  it  has  disclosed  itself  as  the  universal  cause  of  all  change 
and  motion? 

Clin.  No,  indeed.  Our  proof  that  soul,  since  it  is  found  to 
be  the  source  of  movement,  is  the  first-born  of  all  things  is 
absolutely  complete. 

Ath.  Then  must  not  the  motion  which,  wherever  it  arises,  is 
induced  by  something  else,  but  never  confers  the  power  of  self- 
motion  on  anything,  come  second  in  the  scale,  or  as  low  down 
as  you  please  to  put  it,  being,  in  fact,  change  in  a truly  soulless 
body? 

Clin.  Rightly  argued. 

Ath.  Consequently  it  will  be  a right,  decisive,  true  and  final 
statement  to  assert,  as  we  did,  that  soul  is  prior  to  body,  body 
secondary  and  derivative,  soul  governing  in  the  real  order  of 
things,  and  body  being  subject  to  governance. 

Clin.  Indeed  it  would. 

Ath.  But  we  have  not,  I imagine,  forgotten  our  earlier  agree- 
ment that  if  soul  could  be  proved  older  than  body,  the  characters 
of  soul  must  also  be  older  than  those  of  body. 

Clin.  Not  in  the  least. 

Ath.  And  so  moods  and  habits  of  mind,  wishes,  calculations, 
and  true  judgments,  purposes,1  and  memories,  will  all  be  prior 
to  physical  lengths,  breadths,  and  depths,  in  virtue  of  the 
priority  of  soul  itself  to  body. 

Clin.  Inevitably  so. 

Ath.  Hence  we  are  driven,  are  we  not,  to  agree  in  the  con- 
sequence that  soul  is  the  cause  of  good  and  evil,  fair  and  foul, 
right  and  wrong;  in  fact  of  all  contraries,  if  we  mean  to  assert 
it  as  the  universal  cause  ? 

Clin.  Certainly  we  are. 

Ath.  Well  then,  if  indwelling  soul  thus  controls  all  things 
universally  that  move  anywhere,  are  we  not  bound  to  say  it 
controls  heaven  itself  ? 

Clin.  Yes,  of  course. 

Ath.  And  is  this  done  by  one  single  soul,  or  by  more  than  one? 
I will  give  the  answer  for  both  of  you,  ‘by  more  than  one’. 

1 emueKe cat  (896  d 1)  ‘tendances’,  acts  of  ‘caring  for’  some  object. 
Hence,  as  coupled  with  nvy/iat,  purposes  for  the  future,  in  antithesis  with 
recollections  of  the  past. 
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At  least  we  must  assume  not  fewer  than  two,  one  beneficent,  the 
other  capable  of  the  contrary  effect?  1 

Clin.  Decidedly  you  are  in  the  right  of  it. 

Ath.  So  far,  so  good.  Soul,  then,  by  her  own  motions  stirs 
all  things  in  sky,  earth,  or  sea  (and  the  names  of  these  motions 
are  wish,  reflection,  foresight,  counsel,  judgment — true  or  false  897 
— pleasure,  pain,  hope,  fear,  hate,  love),  stirs  them,  I say,  by 
these  and  whatever  other  kindred,  or  primary,  motions  there 
may  be.  They,  in  turn,  bring  in  their  train  secondary  and 
corporeal  movements,  and  so  guide  all  things  to  increase  and 
decrease,  disgregation  and  integration,  with  their  attendant 
characters  of  heat  and  cold,  weight  and  lightness,  hardness  and 
softness,  white  and  black,  dry  and  sweet.  By  these  and  all 
her  instruments,  when  wisdom  is  her  helper,  ...  2 she  conducts 
all  things  to  the  right  and  happy  issue,  whereas  when  she 
companies  with  folly,  the  effect  is  clean  contrary.  Shall  we 
set  it  down  that  this  is  so,  or  have  we  still  our  doubts  that  it 
may  be  otherwise? 

Clin.  Nay,  there  is  no  doubt  whatsoever. 

Ath.  Then  which  manner  of  soul,  must  we  say,  has  control 
of  heaven  and  earth  and  their  whole  circuit?  That  which  is 
prudent  and  replete  with  goodness,  or  that  which  has  neither 
virtue?  Shall  we,  if  you  please,  give  the  question  this  answer? 

Clin.  What  answer? 

Ath.  Why,  man,  if  the  whole  path  and  movement  of  heaven 
and  all  its  contents  are  of  like  nature  with  the  motion,  revolu- 
tion, and  calculations  of  wisdom,  and  proceed  after  that  kind, 
plainly  we  must  say  it  is  the  supremely  good  soul  that  takes 
forethought  for  the  universe  and  guides  it  along  that  path. 

Clin.  True. 

1 It  was  on  these  words  that  Plutarch  and  Atticus  in  antiquity,  like  some 
modem  interpreters,  based  their  theory  that  Plato  believed  in  two  ‘souls 
of  the  world’,  or  at  least  two  conflicting  factors  in  the  ‘soul  of  the  world’, 
a good  and  an  evil.  But  there  is  nothing  said  here  about  an  evil  ‘soul  of 
the  world’.  The  question  is  only  whether  all  that  takes  place  can  be  due 
to  the  initiation  of  one  and  the  same  soul,  and  the  answer  is  no,  on  the 
ground  that  good  and  evil,  right  and  wrong,  are  equally  actual.  Thus 
the  minimum  number  of  souls  required  to  account  for  this  would  be  two, 
one  good,  and  one  ‘ capable  of  the  contrary  ’. 

s I omit  the  words  ael  Be'ov  op6w  BcoU  of  897  b 2,  as  the  MSS.  text  is 
both  uncertain  and  corrupt.  As  a makeshift,  we  might  adopt  Winckel- 
mann’s  opfluv  6eov<ra  for  op&w  Seois,  which  give  the  sense  that  when  ‘wis- 
dom which  is  ever  a god’  is  her  helper  ‘soul,  running  her  course  rightly, 
conducts  things  to  the  right  and  happy  issue’.  A has  a marginal  variant 
9tos  ov<ra  for  Oe'ov  op9io5  9eoi5,  but  as  distinct  from  i-oik,  is  never 

spoken  of  by  Plato  as  a god. 
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Ath.  But  the  evil,  if  the  procedure  is  distraught  and  without 
order. 

Clin.  That  is  true,  too. 

Ath.  Then  of  what  nature,  pray,  is  the  movement  of  wisdom? 
There,  my  friends,  we  reach  a question  hard  to  be  answered 
with  due  understanding.  So  it  is  only  fair  that  I too  should 
have  a hand  in  your  present  reply. 

Clin.  A welcome  proposal. 

Ath.  Then  let  us  beware  of  creating  a darkness  at  noonday 
for  ourselves  by  gazing,  so  to  say,  direct  at  the  sun  as  we  give 
our  answer,  as  though  we  could  hope  to  attain  adequate  vision 
and  perception  of  wisdom  with  mortal  eyes.  ’Twill  be  the  safer 
course  to  turn  our  gaze  on  an  image  of  the  object  of  our  quest. 

Clin.  You  mean  to  say ? 

Ath.  Let  us  take  as  that  image  the  motion  in  our  list  of  ten 
to  which  wisdom  bears  a resemblance.  We  will  all  recall  it, 
as  I join  you  in  giving  our  answer. 

Clin.  An  excellent  proposal. 

Ath.  Then  do  we  still  remember  this  much  of  what  we  said, 
that  we  decided  that  some  things  are  in  motion  and  others  at 
rest? 

Clin.  We  do. 

Ath.  And  that  some  of  those  in  motion  move  in  one  place, 
898  others  in  more  than  one  ? 

Clin.  Certainly. 

Ath.  Of  these  two  movements,  that  confined  to  one  place 
must  in  every  case  be  performed  about  a centre,  after  the 
fashion  of  a well-turned  cartwheel,  and  it  is  this  which  must 
surely  have  the  closest  affinity  and  resemblance  that  may  be 
to  the  revolution  of  intelligence. 

Clin.  Your  meaning  is ? 

Ath.  Why,  of  course,  that  if  we  say  that  intelligence  and 
movement  performed  in  one  place  are  both  like  the  revolutions 
of  a well-made  globe,  in  moving  regularly  and  uniformly  in  one 
compass  about  one  centre,  and  in  one  sense,  according  to  one 
single  law  and  plan,  we  need  have  no  fear  of  proving  unskilled 
artists  in  imagery. 

Clin.  Very  true. 

Ath.  And  again,  motion  which  is  never  regular  or  uniform, 
never  in  the  same  compass,  nor  about  the  same  centre,  or  in 
one  place,  motion  which  has  no  order,  plan,  or  law,  will  have 
kinship  with  folly  of  every  kind. 

Clin.  Indeed  it  will. 
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Ath.  Now  there  can  be  no  further  obstacle  to  positive  asser- 
tion, since  we  have  found  that  it  is  soul  which  conducts  the 
revolutions  of  all  things,  and  are  also  bound  to  say  that  the 
soul  by  which  the  circle  of  the  heavens  is  turned  about  with 
all  foresight  and  order  is  either  the  supremely  good,  or  its 
contrary 1 

Clin.  Nay,  sir,  if  what  has  gone  before  is  true,  it  were  blas- 
phemy to  ascribe  the  work  to  aught  but  a soul  or  souls — one 
or  more  than  one — of  absolute  goodness. 

Ath.  You  have  followed  the  argument  to  good  purpose 
indeed,  Clinias,  but  I would  have  you  follow  it  a step  farther 
still. 

Clin.  And  what  is  that  step? 

Ath.  Take  sun,  and  moon,  and  the  other  heavenly  bodies: 
if  the  revolution  of  all  is  due  to  soul,  so  also  is  that  of  each 
singly,  is  it  not  ? 

Clin.  Why,  of  course. 

Ath.  Thus  we  may  take  one  of  them  in  particular  as  the 
subject  of  an  argument  we  shall  find  no  less  applicable  to  all 
these  celestial  bodies. 

Clin.  And  which  of  them  shall  we  take?  2 

Ath.  The  sun,  whose  body  can  be  seen  by  any  man,  but  his 
soul  by  no  man,  any  more  than  that  of  any  other  creature’s 
body  is  to  be  seen,  during  life  or  at  the  time  of  death.  We 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  enfolds  us  in  a fashion 
utterly  imperceptible  to  all  bodily  senses,  and  is  only  to  be 
discerned  by  the  understanding.  So  here  is  a relevant  considera- 
tion which  we  must  apprehend  by  an  act  of  pure  understanding 
and  thought. 

Clin.  And  what  is  it? 

Ath.  Since  soul  guides  the  sun  on  his  course,  we  cannot  well 
go  wrong  in  saying  that  she  must  act  in  one  of  three  ways. 

Clin.  And  what  are  the  three? 

Ath.  Either  she  dwells  within  this  visible  round  body  and 
conveys  it  hither  and  thither,  as  our  soul  carries  us  wherever 
we  go;  or,  as  some  hold,  she  provides  herself  a body  of  her 
own,  of  fire,  or  it  may  be,  of  air,  and  pushes  body  from  without  899 
forcibly  by  body;  or  finally,  she  is  herself  naked  of  body,  and 

1 1 follow  England  in  the  view  that  the  intended  speech  of  the  Athenian 
is  interrupted  by  Clinias. 

2 Taking,  with  Burnet  and  most  editors,  the  reading  rimt  from  Eusebius 
in  898  d 8.  But  the  rivas  of  the  MSS.  also  gives  an  excellent  sense. 

‘ What  argument  is  this  ? — The  sun’s  body  is  visible  to  every  one,  but  his 
soul  to  no  one,  any  more  than  , . . ’ 
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does  this  work  of  guidance  by  some  other  most  miraculous 
faculties  of  hers. 

Clin.  Yes,  one  of  these  ways  is  that  by  which  soul  transacts 
the  whole  business;  so  much  is  sure. 

Ath.  . . } this  soul,  whether  we  take  it  to  bring  light  to 
the  world  by  driving  the  sun  as  its  car,  or  from  without,  or  in 
what  way  soever,  each  of  us  should  esteem  a god,  should  he  not? 

Clin.  He  should,  if  not  sunk  in  the  very  depths  of  folly. 

Ath.  Of  all  the  planets,  of  the  moon,  of  years  and  months  and 
all  seasons,  what  other  story  shall  we  have  to  tell  than  just 
this  same,  that  since  soul,  or  souls,  and  those  souls  good  with 
perfect  goodness,  have  proved  to  be  the  causes  of  all,  these 
souls  we  hold  to  be  gods,  whether  they  direct  the  universe  by 
inhabiting  bodies,  like  animated  beings,  or  whatever  the  manner 
of  their  action?  Will  any  man  who  shares  this  belief  bear  to 
hear  it  said  that  all  things  are  not  ‘ full  of  gods  ’ ? 

Clin.  No  man,  sir,  can  be  so  much  beside  himself. 

Ath.  Then,  my  dear  Megillus  and  Clinias,  we  may  state  our 
terms  to  him  who  has  hitherto  declined  to  acknowledge  gods 
and  dispose  of  him. 

Clin.  What  terms  shall  we  offer? 

Ath.  Either  he  must  show  us  that  we  are  wrong  in  pronouncing 
soul  the  primary  source  of  all  things,  and  in  the  further  conse- 
quences we  drew,  or  if  unable  to  get  the  better  of  our  reasoning, 
he  must  yield  to  us  and  live  henceforth  a believer  in  gods.  Let 
us  consider,  then,  whether  our  defence  of  the  being  of  gods 
against  the  unbeliever  is  now  duly  complete  or  defective. 

Clin.  Defective,  sir  ? Anything  but  that. 

Ath.  Then,  so  far  as  concerns  that  party,  let  our  discourse 
come  to  its  end;  we  are  now  to  admonish  him  who  confesses 
the  being  of  gods  but  denies  that  they  take  any  heed  of  the 
affairs  of  men.  ‘ Fair  sir,’  we  will  say,  ‘as  to  your  belief  in  gods, 
’tis  perhaps  some  kinship  with  the  divine  that  draws  you  to 
your  native  stock  in  worship  and  acknowledgment;  on  the 
other  side  there  are  private  and  public  fortunes  of  ill  and  wicked 
men — fortunes  truly  unblessed,  but  passionately,  though  taste- 
lessly, extolled  as  blessed  by  the  voice  of  public  repute — and 
these  draw  you  towards  irreligion  when  you  hear  them  wrongly 
harped  upon  in  poetry  and  literature  of  all  kinds.  Or,  it  may 

1 I have  left  untranslated  the  opening  words  of  899  a 7,  aGroG  Sr)  i/xeivov. 
They  make  neither  sense  nor  satisfactory  grammar,  and  the  proposed 
‘emendations’  are  unhappy.  With  misgiving  I suggest  as  a possibility 
airoG  Sr)  aneuw  <6v>  or  a/xeiv ova,  ‘a  man  should  regard  this  soul,  a thing 
so  much  better  than  himself,  as  a god,’ 


BOOK  X 


293 

be,  you  remark  men  who  have  come  to  the  grave  in  fullness 
of  days  and  left  sons  and  sons’  sons  after  them  in  high  honours, 
and  now  you  are  dismayed  when  you  find,  from  what  you  have 
heard  from  others  or  from  your  own  personal  observation  of 
sundry  deeds  of  impiety  and  horror  in  their  histories,  that 
some  of  the  number  have  risen  by  these  very  crimes  from 
obscurity  to  pre-eminence  and  a throne.  The  visible  conse- 
quence of  it  all  is  that  at  such  moments,  while  your  kinship 
with  the  gods  will  not  permit  you  to  charge  them  with  the 
responsibility  for  this,  ill  reasoning  and  inability  to  reproach 
the  gods  have  together  brought  you  to  your  present  pass,  your 
conviction  that  though  they  indeed  exist,  they  despise  and 
disregard  humanity.  So,  that  your  present  creed  may  lead  you 
to  no  worse  pitch  of  impiety,  that  the  spectre,  as  we  may  say, 
may  happily  be  laid,  as  it  approaches,  by  the  power  of  argu- 
ment, we  must  try  to  connect  what  now  remains  to  be  said 
with  our  original  rejoinder  to  the  complete  atheist,  and  so  have 
the  benefit  of  that  also.’  You,  Clinias — and  you  too,  Megillus 
— must,  as  before,  take  the  young  man’s  place  as  respondent. 
And  if  the  argument  should  chance  to  miscarry,  I will  once 
more  take  the  task  off  your  hands  and  put  you  across  the  waters. 

Clin.  A sound  proposal.  Act  on  it,  then,  and  we,  too,  will 
do  our  best  to  carry  out  your  suggestions. 

Ath.  Well,  perhaps  it  would  not  be  hard  to  establish  as  much 
as  this,  that  the  gods  are  more,  not  less,  careful  for  small  things 
than  for  great.  The  man  was  present,  you  know,  at  our  recent 
discussion  and  was  told  that  the  gods,  who  are  good  with 
perfect  goodness,  have  the  universal  charge  of  all  things  as 
their  special  and  proper  function. 

Clin.  He  was  most  certainly  told  so. 

Ath.  Then  let  them  join  us  in  asking  what  we  mean  by  the 
goodness  in  virtue  of  which  we  confess  the  gods  to  be  good. 
Come,  now;  prudence,  may  we  say,  and  understanding  belong 
to  goodness,  their  opposites  to  badness? 

Clin.  We  may. 

Ath.  And  again  that  valour  is  part  of  goodness,  cowardice  of 
badness  ? 

Clin.  Assuredly. 

Ath.  And  the  latter  qualities  we  shall  call  shameful,  the 
former  noble? 

Clin.  No  doubt  we  must. 

Ath.  And  all  the  baser  qualities,  we  shall  say,  belong,  if  to 
any  one,  to  ourselves;  gods  have  no  part  in  them,  great  or  small. 
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Clin.  That,  too,  will  be  universally  conceded. 

Ath.  Well,  then,  shall  we  set  down  negligence,  indolence, 
petulance  as  goodness  of  soul?  How  say  you? 

Clin.  Nay,  how  could  we? 

Ath.  As  its  opposite,  then  ? 

Clin.  Yes. 

901  Ath.  Then  their  opposites  will  be  referred  to  its  opposite? 

Clin.  They  will. 

Ath.  Very  well,  then.  Any  one  who  is  petulant,  negligent, 
or  indolent  must  be  pronounced  such  a character  as  that  the 
poet1  called  ‘most  like  a stingless  drone’. 

Clin.  And  an  excellent  comparison  it  is. 

Ath.  Then  it  must  never  be  said  that  God  has  such  a character 
as  this,  a character  God  himself  abhors,  or  if  any  one  ventures 
on  such  a speech,  we  must  forbid  him. 

Clin.  Indeed  we  must;  how  could  we  do  otherwise? 

Ath.  If  one  has  the  office  of  action  and  peculiar  care  of  some 
charge,  and  his  mind,  though  careful  in  great  matters,  is  negligent 
in  small,  what  ground  could  we  find  for  commendation  of  such 
a one  that  would  not  ring  false  ? We  may  look  at  the  case  thus. 
The  conduct  of  him  who  behaves  thus,  be  he  god  or  man,  may 
take  either  of  two  forms,  may  it  not  ? 

Clin.  Either  of  what  two  forms? 

Ath.  Either  he  thinks  neglect  of  little  details  makes  no  differ- 
ence to  the  total  result,  or  if  it  makes  a difference  which  he 
disregards,  he  shows  indolence  or  petulance.  Can  we,  in  fact, 
ascribe  negligence  to  any  other  causes?  For,  of  course,  where 
concern  for  a whole  is  impossible,  it  is  no  negligence  of  the  little 
or  the  great,  in  god  or  in  ordinary  mortal,  to  make  no  provision 
for  that  to  which  one’s  powers  are  not  equal,  and  for  which  one 
is  thus  unable  to  provide. 

Clin.  Of  course  not. 

Ath.  Very  well;  now  for  an  answer  to  the  interrogation  of  the 
three  of  us  from  the  two  parties  who  both  confess  the  being  of 
gods,  but  gods  whom  the  one  holds  to  be  venal  and  the  other 
negligent  of  little  details.  You  both  admit,  to  begin  with,  that 
the  gods  perceive,  see,  and  hear  everything,  that  nothing  within 
the  compass  of  sense  or  knowledge  can  fall  outside  their  cog- 
nizance. That  is  your  position,  is  it  not? 

Clin.  It  is. 

1 The  poet  is  Hesiod,  Works  and  Days,  303  ff.  ‘ Gods  and  men  alike  are 
wroth  with  him  who  lives  without  working,  with  a temper  like  the  stingless 
drones  ’. 
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Ath.  And  further  that  they  can  do  all  that  is  possible  to  be  ~ 
done  by  mortal  or  immortal? 

Clin.  Why,  of  course,  they  will  concede  that  admission  too. 

Ath.  Besides,  all  five  of  us  have  already  agreed  that  they  are 
good,  and  superlatively  good. 

Clin.  Beyond  all  doubt. 

Ath.  Must  we  not  then  confess  it  a sheer  impossibility  that 
there  should  be  any  indolence  or  petulance  in  their  conduct, 
so  long  as  their  character  is  such  as  we  concede  it  to  be.  In 
ourselves,  you  know,  want  of  courage  gives  birth  to  sloth,  and 
sloth  and  petulance  to  indolence. 

Clin.  True,  indeed. 

Ath.  No  god,  then,  can  be  negligent  from  sloth  or  indolence, 
for  none,  we  may  presume,  has  any  lack  of  courage. 

Clin.  Rightly  argued,  indeed. 

Ath.  Then  if  they  indeed  neglect  the  trivial  matters  and  902 
minor  details  of  the  universe,  we  must  conclude  either  that  they 
do  so  with  the  knowledge  that  there  is  no  need  whatsoever  of 
attention  to  such  points  or — what  other  alternative  is  left  but 
the  contrary  of  knowledge  ? 

Clin.  None  whatever. 

Ath.  Well,  then,  my  dear  good  man,  which  view  must  we  take 
you  to  hold?  That  they  act  in  ignorance  and  neglect  due  to 
ignorance  where  attention  ought  to  be  shown,  or  that  they  are 
aware  that  attention  is  needed,  and  yet  behave  as  the  sorriest 
sort  of  men  are  said  to  do — men  who  know  a better  course  than 
that  they  actually  take,  but  leave  it  alone  from  some  inferiority 
to  pleasures  or  pains? 

Clin.  Out  of  the  question  altogether. 

Ath.  Well,  then,  is  not  human  life  a part  of  animated  nature, 
and  man  himself  moreover  the  most  god-fearing  of  all  living 
creatures  ? 

Clin.  Why,  yes,  to  all  appearances. 

Ath.  And  surely  we  hold  that  all  living  creatures,  like  the 
world  as  a whole,  are  chattels  of  the  gods  ? 

Clin.  To  be  sure  we  do. 

Ath.  ’Tis  all  one,  then,  whether  a man  counts  such  things  small 
or  great  in  the  eyes  of  Heaven ; in  neither  case  can  it  become  our 
owners,  provident  and  all-good  as  they  are,  to  neglect  them. 

For  here  is  a still  further  point  for  our  consideration. 

Clin.  And  what  may  it  be? 

Ath.  Whether  there  is  not  a natural  opposition  between 
perception  and  power  in  respect  of  their  ease  or  difficulty. 
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Clin.  In  what  way? 

Ath.  Why,  that  ’tis  harder  to  see  or  hear  the  little  than  the 
great,  whereas  every  one  finds  it  easier  to  move,  wield,  super- 
intend the  small  and  few  than  their  contraries. 

Clin.  Emphatically  so. 

Ath.  But  suppose  a physician  who  has  the  task  of  treating 
a whole  body  is  willing  and  able  to  give  his  attention  to  the  large 
masses  but  neglects  the  minor  members  and  parts,  will  his  whole 
subject  ever  be  in  good  condition? 

Clin.  No,  never. 

Ath.  Nor  yet  will  seamen,  captains,  householders,  or  again 
statesmen,  as  they  are  called,  or  persons  with  any  other  such 
functions  make  a success  of  the  many  or  the  great  tasks  apart 
from  the  few  and  the  little ; why,  even  the  hedger  will  tell  you 
that  the  large  stones  will  not  lie  well  without  the  small. 

Clin.  Of  course  they  will  not. 

Ath.  We  are  never,  then,  to  fancy  God  the  inferior  of  human 
workmen.  The  better  they  are  at  their  work,  the  more  exactly 
and  perfectly  do  they  accomplish  their  proper  tasks,  small  or 
great,  in  virtue  of  one  and  the  same  skill,  and  we  must  never 
suppose  that  God,  who  is  at  once  supremely  wise  and  both 
903  willing  and  able  to  provide,  makes  no  provision  for  the  small 
matters,  which  we  have  found  it  easier  to  care  for,  but  only  for 
the  great,  like  some  idle  fellow  or  faint-heart  who  shirks  his 
work  from  fear  of  exertion. 

Clin.  Nay,  sir,  let  us  never  entertain  such  a belief  about  gods; 
the  thought  would  be  wholly  impious  and  utterly  false. 

Ath.  And  now,  I take  it,  we  have  had  quite  enough  of  con- 
troversy with  him  who  is  prone  to  charge  the  gods  with 
negligence. 

Clin.  We  have. 

Ath.  I mean  so  far  as  forcing  him  by  argument  to  confess 
his  error  will  go.  Still  something  more,  I believe,  needs  to  be 
said  by  way  of  a charm  for  him. 

Clin.  And  what  shall  it  be,  my  friend  ? 

Ath.  Why,  our  discourse  must  persuade  the  young  man  that 
he  who  provides  for  the  world  has  disposed  all  things  with  a 
view  to  the  preservation  and  perfection  of  the  whole,  wherefore 
each  several  thing  also,  so  far  as  may  be,  does  and  has  done  to 
it  what  is  meet.  And  for  each  and  all  there  are,  in  every  case, 
governors  appointed  of  all  doing  and  being  done  to,  down  to 
the  least  detail,  who  have  achieved  perfection  even  to  the 
minute  particulars.  Thine  own.  being  also,  fond  man,  is  one 
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such  fragment,  and  so,  for  all  its  littleness,  all  its  striving  is 
ever  directed  towards  the  whole,  but  thou  hast  forgotten  in 
the  business  that  the  purpose  of  all  that  happens  is  what 
we  have  said,  to  win  bliss  for  the  life  of  the  whole;  it  is 
not  made  for  thee,  but  thou  for  it.  For  any  physician  or 
craftsman  in  any  profession  does  all  his  work  for  the  sake  of 
some  whole,  but  the  part  he  fashions  for  the  sake  of  the  whole, 
to  contribute  to  the  general  good,  not  the  whole  for  the  part’s 
sake.  And  yet  thou  dost  murmur  because  thou  seest  not  how  ' 
in  thine  own  case  what  is  best  for  the  whole  proves  best  also 
for  thyself  in  virtue  of  our  common  origin.  And  seeing  that 
a soul,  in  its  successive  conjunction  first  with  one  body  and 
then  with  another,  runs  the  whole  gamut  of  change  through  its 
own  action  or  that  of  some  other  soul,  no  labour  is  left  for  the 
mover  of  the  pieces  but  this — to  shift  the  character  that  is 
becoming  better  to  a better  place,  and  that  which  is  growing 
worse  to  a worser,  each  according  to  its  due,  that  each  may 
meet  with  its  proper  doom. 

Clin.  Shift  it — but  how? 

Ath.  Why,  I believe  I can  show  you  how  universal  super- 
intendence may  be  easy  enough  for  gods.  In  fact,  if  in  his 
constant  regard  for  the  whole,  an  artificer  were  to  mould  every- 
thing by  new  transformations — fashioning  fire,  for  example, 
into  (?)  cold1  water,  instead  of  producing  variety  from  unity 
or  unity  from  variety,  by  the  time  things  had  reached  a first,  904 
second,  or  third  generation  the  variations  in  the  changing  con- 
figuration would  be  infinitely  numerous;  but  as  it  is,  he  who 
provides  for  the  universe  has  an  admirably  light  task. 

Clin.  Once  more — your  meaning? 

Ath.  I mean  this.  Since  our  King  perceived  that  all  our  actions 
have  soul  in  them  and  contain  much  virtue  and  likewise  much 
vice,  and  that  the  complex  of  soul  and  body  when  once  it  has 
come  to  be,  though  not  eternal,  is,  like  the  gods  recognized  by 
law,  imperishable — for  there  would  be  no  procreation  of  living 
creatures  were  either  of  the  pair  to  be  destroyed — and  since  he 
considered  that  ’tis  ever  the  nature  of  such  soul  as  is  good  to 
work  blessing  and  of  such  as  is  evil  to  work  harm — since  he 
saw  all  this,  I say,  he  contrived  where  to  post  each  several 
item  so  as  to  provide  most  utterly,  easily,  and  well  for  the 
triumph  of  virtue  and  rout  of  vice  throughout  the  whole.  Thus 

1 1*  irvpbf  iiSup  epxpvxov,  903  e 6.  If  the  word  lp.il/vxov  is  sound  here — 
and  I do  not  see  how  it  could  otherwise  have  got  into  the  text — I think  it 
probably  means  not  ‘animate’  (from  ev  and  ipvxv),  but  ‘cold’  (from  eV  and 
ix°s).  tp/l/vxoi,  in  this  sense,  is  a genuine  Greek  word. 
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he  has  contrived  to  this  universal  end  the  seat  or  regions  which 
must  receive  either  type  of  soul  as  it  is  formed  in  their  in- 
habitants; but  the  causes  of  the  formation  of  either  type  he 
left  free  to  our  individual  volitions.  For  as  a man’s  desires 
tend,  and  as  is  the  soul  that  conceives  them,  so  and  such,  as  a 
general  rule,  does  every  one  of  us  come  to  be. 

Clin.  ’Tis  a fair  presumption. 

Ath.  Thus  all  things  that  have  part  in  soul  change,  for  the 
cause  of  change  lies  within  themselves;  and  as  they  change 
they  move  in  accord  with  the  ordinance  and  law  of  destiny. 
If  their  changes  of  character  are  unimportant  and  few,  they  are 
transferred  over  the  surface  of  the  soil ; if  they  are  more  and  in 
the  direction  of  grave  wickedness,  they  fall  into  the  depths 
and  the  so-called  underworld,  the  region  known  by  the  name 
of  Hades  and  the  like  appellations,  which  fill  the  fancy  of  quick 
and  departed  alike  with  dreams  of  dismay.  If  a soul  have 
drunk  still  deeper  of  vice  or  virtue,  by  reason  of  its  own  volition 
and  the  potent  influence  of  past  converse  with  others,  when 
near  contact  with  divine  goodness  has  made  it  itself  especially 
godlike,  so  surely  is  it  removed  to  a special  place  of  utter  holiness, 
and  translated  to  another  and  a better  world,  or,  in  the  con- 
trary case,  transported  to  live  in  the  opposite  realm.  This, 
my  boy — or  my  lad — who  deemest  thyself  forgotten  by  Heaven, 

is  the  doom  of  the  gods  who  dwell  on  Olympus,1 

that  he  that  grows  better  shall  make  his  way  to  the  better 
souls  and  he  that  has  grown  worse  to  the  worser,  and  so,  in 
life,  and  throughout  the  series  of  deaths,  do  and  have  done  to 
him  what  it  is  meet  the  like-minded  should  do  to  their  likes. 

905  This  doom  of  heaven  be  sure  neither  thyself  nor  any  other  that 
has  fallen  on  ill  ways  shall  ever  claim  to  have  escaped;  ’tis  that 
which  the  fashioners  of  doom  have  established  before  all  others 
and  that  which  should  be  shunned  with  utter  dread.  It  will 
never  leave  thee  forgotten;  though  thou  make  thyself  never 
so  small  and  creep  into  the  depths  of  earth,  or  exalt  thyself  and 
mount  up  to  heaven,  yet  shalt  thou  pay  them  the  due  penalty, 
either  while  thou  art  still  here  among  us,  or  after  thy  departure 
in  Hades,  or,  it  may  be,  by  translation  to  some  yet  grimmer 
region.  ’Twill  be  the  same,  thou  must  know,  with  them  also 
whom  thou  hast  seen  raised  from  small  beginnings  to  greatness 
by  deeds  of  sacrilege  or  the  like,  and  fancied  to  have  passed 
from  misery  to  blessedness,  whence  thou  thoughtest  their  for- 
1 Odyssey,  r 43. 
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tunes  a mirror  wherein  to  behold  the  utter  carelessness  of  the 
gods,  knowing  not  how  their  contribution  plays  its  part  in  the 
whole.  Yet  how,  thou  hardiest  of  men,  canst  thou  doubt  thy 
need  of  the  knowledge?  Nay,  if  a man  has  it  not,  he  will  never 
catch  so  much  as  a vestige  of  the  truth,  or  be  in  case  to  say  a 
word  of  life’s  happiness  or  disasters.  If  friend  Clinias  and  the 
rest  of  our  band  of  elders  here  assembled  can  convince  thee  of 
this  much,  that  thou  sayest  of  the  gods  thou  knowest  not 
what,  why,  ’tis  well,  and  God’s  grace  be  thy  aid ! But  if  thou 
shouldst  perchance  need  further  argument,  then  listen,  if  thou 
hast  any  understanding,  while  we  reason  with  our  third  anta- 
gonist. For  that  gods  there  are,  and  that  they  are  concerned 
for  mankind,  has,  I would  maintain,  been  shown  by  no  con- 
temptible proofs.  But  that  gods  can  be  perverted  by  the 
receipt  of  gifts  from  the  wicked,  that  again  is  what  none  must 
admit  and  we  must  dispute  to  the  best  of  our  power. 

Clin.  Well  said;  let  us  do  so. 

Ath.  Why,  then,  I ask  you,  in  the  name  of  these  same  gods, 
what  can  be  the  mode  of  the  perversion,  if  indeed  they  are  to 
be  perverted?  And  what  or  what  manner  of  beings  must 
they  be  themselves?  Governors,  to  be  sure,  they  must  be 
supposed  to  be,  if  they  are  to  have  effective  control  of  the  whole 
universe. 

Clin.  No  doubt. 

Ath.  But  what  kind  of  governors  are  they  like?  Or  what 
kind  whom  we  can  by  any  possibility  compare  rightly  with 
them,  as  less  with  greater,  are  like  them?  Would  drivers  of 
contending  teams,  or  captains  of  competing  vessels,  be  a proper 
parallel  ? Or  we  might  perhaps  compare  them  with  commanders 
of  armies  in  the  field,  or  they  may  even  resemble  physicians 
defending  the  body  from  the  onslaughts  of  disease,  or  husband- 
men anxiously  apprehending  recurrent  seasons  of  danger  for  906 
their  crops,  or  again  overseers  of  flocks  and  herds.  For  since, 
as  we  have  agreed  among  ourselves,  the  world  is  full  of  good 
things,  but  no  less  full  of  their  contraries,  and  those  that  are 
amiss  are  the  more  numerous,  the  fight  we  have  in  mind  is, 
we  maintain,  undying  and  calls  for  a wondrous  watchfulness; 
gods  and  spirits  are  our  allies  in  the  warfare  and  we,  moreover, 
the  property  of  these  gods  and  spirits.  Wrong,  arrogance,  and 
folly  are  our  undoing,  righteousness,  temperance,  and  wisdom 
our  salvation,  and  these  have  their  home  in  the  living  might 
of  the  gods,  though  some  faint  trace  of  them  is  also  plainly  to 
be  seen  dwelling  here  within  ourselves.  Yet  it  should  seem 
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there  are  souls  inhabiting  our  earth  in  possession  of  unrighteous 
spoil — bestial  souls,  these,  beyond  a doubt — who  grovel  before 
the  souls  of  our  guardians — watch-dogs,  shepherds,  supreme 
masters  of  all,  alike — and  would  fain  persuade  them  by  fawning 
speeches  and  witcheries  of  supplication — such  is  the  tale  told 
by  the  wicked — that  it  is  lawful  for  them  to  encroach  upon 
mankind  without  grievous  consequence.  But  our  contention, 
I take  it,  is  that  this  vice  I have  just  named  of  encroachment 
when  found  in  bodies  of  flesh  and  blood  is  what  is  called  disease, 
when  found  in  seasons  and  whole  years,  pestilence,  while  in 
societies  and  politics  it  shows  itself  once  more  under  the  changed 
designation  of  iniquity. 

Clin.  Just  so. 

Ath.  So  the  case  of  one  who  teaches  that  the  gods  are  always 
indulgent  to  the  unrighteous  and  the  wrong-doer,  if  a share  of 
the  plunder  is  assigned  them,  comes  inevitably  to  this:  ’tis  as 
though  the  wolf  should  assign  some  small  part  of  his  spoil  to 
the  sheep-dog,  and  the  dog,  pacified  by  the  present,  agree  to 
the  ravaging  of  the  flock.  That  is  the  case  of  those  who  hold 
the  gods  to  be  venal,  is  it  not  ? 

Clin.  It  is  indeed. 

Ath.  Well,  then,  with  which  of  our  former  list  of  guardians 
can  a man  compare  the  gods  without  absurdity?  With  seamen 
who  are  ‘turned  from  their  course  by  “flow  and  fragrance”  of 
wine’1  and  overturn  vessel  and  crew? 

Clin.  Surely  not. 

Ath.  And  surely  not  with  charioteers  placed  for  the  race  but 
won  over  by  a bribe  to  forfeit  the  victory  to  another  team  ? 

Clin.  Nay,  your  comparison  will  be  a shocking  one  if  you 
say  that. 

Ath.  And  certainly  not  with  commanders,  physicians,  or 
husbandmen,  nor  yet  with  herdsmen  nor  with  sheep-dogs  on 
whom  wolves  have  cast  a spell  ? 

907  Clin.  Flat  blasphemy!  Quite  impossible! 

Ath.  Now  are  not  the  gods,  one  and  all,  our  chief est  guardians, 
and  the  interests  they  guard  our  chief  interests  ? 

Clin.  Ay,  and  by  far. 

Ath.  And  shall  we  pronounce  those  who  have  the  noblest 
of  things  to  guard  and  are  themselves  supremely  skilful  in  the 
task  of  guarding  inferior  to  sheep-dogs  or  average  men,  who  will 
never  betray  the  right  for  the  sinful  offer  of  a bribe  from  the 
unrighteous  ? 

1 Iliad,  I 500  (from  the  famous  speech  of  Phoenix), 
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Clin.  Assuredly  not;  the  thought  is  not  to  be  borne.  Of  all 
reprobates  who  are  given  to  any  form  of  ungodliness  the  de- 
fender of  such  a creed  may  well  be  most  righteously  condemned 
as  the  very  worst  and  most  ungodly. 

Ath.  Then  I presume  we  may  say  our  three  propositions, 
that  there  are  gods,  that  they  are  mindful  of  us,  that  they  are 
never  to  be  seduced  from  the  path  of  right,  are  sufficiently 
demonstrated. 

Clin.  Indeed  you  may,  and  my  friend  and  I concur  with 
your  arguments. 

Ath.  Still  I confess  they  have  been  delivered  with  some  heat 
due  to  eagerness  to  triumph  over  these  bad  men.  But  the 
source  of  this  zeal,  my  dear  Clinias,  was  apprehension  that  if 
they  get  the  better  of  the  argument,  the  wicked  may  fancy 
themselves  free  to  act  as  they  will,  seeing  how  many  strange 
ideas  they  entertain  about  the  gods.  This  is  what  prompted 
me  to  speak  with  more  than  common  vigour;  if  I have  done 
never  so  little  to  influence  such  men  towards  self-reprobation 
and  attraction  towards  the  opposite  type  of  character,  the 
prelude  to  our  laws  against  impiety  will  have  been  spoken  to 
good  purpose. 

Clin.  Well,  let  us  hope  so;  but  if  not,  at  least  the  cause  will 
bring  no  discredit  on  a legislator. 

Ath.  So  our  preamble  may  properly  be  followed  by  a sentence 
which  will  express  the  sense  of  our  laws,  a general  injunction 
to  the  ungodly  to  turn  from  their  ways  to  those  of  godliness. 

For  the  disobedient  our  law  against  impiety  may  run  as  follows: 

If  any  man  commit  impiety  of  word  or  act,  any  person  present 
shall  defend  the  law  by  giving  information  to  the  magistrates, 
and  the  first  magistrates  under  whose  notice  the  matter  comes 
shall  bring  the  case  before  the  court  appointed  to  deal  with  such 
offences  as  the  law  directs.  Any  official  failing  to  take  action 
on  information  received  shall  himself  be  liable  to  be  proceeded 
against  for  impiety  at  the  suit  of  any  one  willing  to  vindicate 
the  law.  In  the  case  of  conviction,  the  court  shall  impose  a 
particular  penalty  on  the  offender  for  each  act  of  impiety. 
Imprisonment 1 shall  form  part  of  the  penalty  in  all  cases.  And 
whereas  there  are  three  prisons  in  the  State,  a common  gaol  in  908 
the  market-place  for  the  majority  of  cases,  for  safe  custody  of 

1 This  is  a departure  from  Attic  practice  which  has,  therefore,  to  be 
specially  noted.  Imprisonment,  except  in  the  form  of  detention  until  a 
fine  inflicted  by  the  courts  has  been  discharged,  was  not  a penalty  inflicted 
on  Attic  citizens.  The  proposed  grading  of  prisons  is  an  interesting  antici- 
pation of  an  important  modern  reform. 
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the  persons  of  the  commonalty,  a second  attached  to  the 
Nocturnal  Council1  and  known  as  the  house  of  correction,  and  a 
third  in  the  heart  of  the  country  in  the  most  solitary  and  wildest 
situation  available,  and  called  by  some  designation  suggestive 
of  punishment)  and  whereas  also  there  are  three  causes  of  impiety, 
those  we  have  already  specified,  and  each  such  cause  gives  rise 
to  two  types  of  offence,  there  will  be  in  all  six  classes  of  offenders 
against  religion  to  be  discriminated,  who  require  different  and 
dissimilar  treatment.  For  though  a man  should  be  a complete 
unbeliever  in  the  being  of  gods,  if  he  have  also  a native  upright- 
ness of  temper,  such  persons  will  detest  evil  men;  their  repug- 
nance to  wrong  disinclines  them  to  commit  wrongful  acts ; they 
shun  the  unrighteous  and  are  drawn  to  the  upright.  But 
those  in  whom  the  conviction  that  the  world  has  no  place  in 
it  for  gods  is  conjoined  with  incontinence  of  pleasure  and  pain 
and  the  possession  of  a vigorous  memory  and  a keen  intelli- 
gence share  the  malady  of  atheism  with  the  other  sort,  but  are 
sure  to  work  more  harm,  where  the  former  do  less,  in  the  way 
of  mischief  to  their  fellows.  The  first  man  may  probably  be 
free-spoken  enough  about  gods,  sacrifices,  and  oaths,  and  per- 
haps, if  he  does  not  meet  with  his  deserts,  his  mockery  may 
make  converts  of  others.  But  the  second,  who  holds  the  same 
creed  as  the  other,  but  is  what  is  popularly  called  a ‘man  of 
parts  ’,  a fellow  of  plentiful  subtlety  and  guile — that  is  the  type 
which  furnishes  our  swarms  of  diviners  and  fanatics  for  all 
kinds  of  imposture;  on  occasion  also  it  produces  dictators, 
demagogues,  generals,  contrivers  of  private  Mysteries,  and  the 
arts  and  tricks  of  the  so-called  ‘sophist’.  Thus  there  are 
numerous  types  of  these  atheists,  but  two  which  legislation 
must  take  into  account,  the  hypocritical,  whose  crimes  deserve 
more  than  one  death,  or  even  two,  and  the  others,  who  call  for 
the  combination  of  admonition  with  confinement.  Similarly, 
the  belief  in  divine  indifference  gives  rise  to  two  further  types, 
and  that  in  divine  venality  to  another  two.  These  distinctions 
once  recognized,  the  law  shall  direct  the  judge  to  commit  those 
whose  fault  is  due  to  folly  apart  from  viciousness  of  temper  or 
909  disposition  to  the  house  of  correction  for  a term  of  not  less  than 
five  years.  Throughout  this  period  they  shall  have  no  com- 
munication with  any  citizen  except  the  members  of  the  Nocturnal 

1 This  is  the  first  allusion  in  the  Laws  to  this  body,  which  acts  as  a sort 
of  extraordinary  ‘Committee  of  Public  Safety’  in  permanent  session. 
It  gets  its  name  from  the  provision  that  its  daily  meetings  are  to  be  held 
before  daybreak.  Its  constitution  will  be  described  later  at  XII,  951  c-e, 
and  961  a,  b. 
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Council,  who  shall  visit  them  with  a view  to  admonition  and  their 
soul’s  salvation.  When  the  term  of  confinement  has  expired, 
if  the  prisoner  is  deemed  to  have  returned  to  his  right  mind, 
he  shall  dwell  with  the  right-minded,  but  if  not,  and  he  be 
condemned  a second  time  on  the  same  charge,  he  shall  suffer 
the  penalty  of  death.1  As  for  those  who  add  the  character  of 
a beast  of  prey  to  their  atheism  or  belief  in  divine  indifference 
or  venality,  those  who  in  their  contempt  of  mankind  bewitch 
so  many  of  the  living  by  the  pretence  of  evoking  the  dead  and 
the  promise  of  winning  over  the  gods  by  the  supposed  sorceries 
of  prayer,  sacrifice,  and  incantations,  and  thus  do  their  best 
for  lucre  to  ruin  individuals,  whole  families,  and  communities, 
the  law  shall  direct  the  court  to  sentence  a culprit  convicted  of 
belonging  to  this  class  to  incarceration  in  the  central  prison, 
where  no  free  citizen  whatsoever  shall  have  access  to  him, 
and  where  he  shall  receive  from  the  turnkeys  the  strict  rations 
proscribed  by  the  Curators  of  the  Laws.  At  death  he  shall  be 
cast  out  beyond  the  borders  without  burial,  and  if  any  free 
citizen  has  a hand  in  his  burial,  he  shall  be  liable  to  a prosecution 
for  impiety  at  the  suit  of  any  who  cares  to  take  proceedings. 
But  should  he  leave  children  fit  to  be  citizens,  the  guardians  of 
orphans  shall  provide  for  them  also,  no  worse  than  for  other 
orphans,  from  the  date  of  the  father’s  conviction. 

Moreover  we  must  frame  a law  applicable  to  all  these  offenders 
alike,  and  designed  to  alleviate  the  sin  of  most  of  them  against 
religion  in  word  or  act — to  say  nothing  of  the  folly  of  the 
sinners — by  the  prohibition  of  illegal  ceremonial.  In  fact  the 
following  law  should  be  enacted  for  all  cases  without  exception. 
No  man  shall  possess  a shrine  in  his  private  house;  when  a 
man  feels  himself  moved  to  offer  sacrifice,  he  shall  go  to  the 
public  temples  for  that  purpose  and  deliver  his  offerings  to 
the  priests  of  either  sex  whose  business  it  is  to  consecrate  them. 
He  may  join  with  himself  in  the  prayers  any  persons  whose 
company  he  may  desire.  This  regulation  shall  be  adopted  for 
the  reasons  following.  The  founding  of  a sanctuary  or  cult  is 
no  light  task;  to  discharge  it  properly  demands  some  serious 

1 This  may  mean  that  the  offender  who  is  not  believed  to  have  been 
converted  by  the  imprisonment  and  the  admonitions  addressed  to  him 
is  pronounced  contumacious  at  the  end  of  his  term  of  confinement,  and 
put  to  death  as  an  obstinate  heretic.  But  since  even  the  hypocritical 
villain  of  909  c is  allowed  to  die  in  the  course  of  nature,  more  probably 
Plato  means  that  the  milder  offence  is  presumed  to  have  been  purged  by 
imprisonment,  and  death  only  inflicted  if  a repetition  aud  a second  con- 
viction prove  a man  not  to  have  been  ‘brought  back  to  sanity’. 
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thought.  But  it  is  the  common  way,  especially  with  all  women, 
with  the  sick  universally,  with  persons  in  danger  or  any  sort 
of  distress,  as  on  the  other  hand  with  those  who  have  enjoyed 
a stroke  of  good  fortune,  to  dedicate  whatever  comes  to  hand 
910  at  the  moment  and  vow  sacrifices  and  endowments  to  gods, 
spirits,  and  sons  of  gods,  as  prompted  by  fears  of  portents 
beheld  in  waking  life,  or  by  dreams.  Similarly,  the  recollec- 
tion of  endless  visions  and  the  quest  of  a specific  for  them 
commonly  leads  to  a filling  of  every  house  and  village  with 
shrines  and  altars  erected  in  clear  spaces  or  wherever  such 
persons  are  minded  to  place  them.  All  these  are  grounds  for 
conformity  with  the  law  now  proposed,  and  there  is  the  further 
ground  that  it  serves  as  a check  on  the  ungodly.  It  prevents 
them  from  fraud  in  this  matter  itself,  from  setting  up  shrines 
and  altars  in  their  own  houses,  under  the  delusion  that  they 
are  winning  the  privy  favour  of  Heaven  by  offerings  and  prayers, 
thus  indefinitely  aggravating  their  criminality  and  bringing 
guilt  before  God  on  themselves  and  the  better  men  who  tolerate 
their  conduct,  until  the  whole  community  reaps  the  harvest  of 
their  impiety — as  in  a sense  it  deserves.  Our  legislator,  in 
any  case,  shall  be  clear  before  God,  for  his  enactment  shall  run 
thus:  No  citizen  to  possess  a shrine  in  his  private  dwelling- 
house  ; in  the  case  of  proved  possession,  or  worship  at  any  shrine 
other  than  the  public,  if  the  possessor,  whether  man  or  woman, 
have  committed  no  serious  act  of  impiety,  he  that  discovers 
the  fact  shall  proceed  to  lay  an  information  before  the  Curators 
of  the  Law,  who  shall  direct  the  private  shrine  to  be  removed 
to  a public  temple,  and,  in  the  case  of  disobedience,  impose 
penalties  until  the  removal  is  effected.  Any  person  proved 
guilty  of  a sin  against  piety  which  is  the  crime  of  a grown  man, 
not  the  trivial  offence  of  a child,  whether  by  dedicating  a shrine 
on  private  ground  or  by  doing  sacrifice  to  any  gods  whatsoever 
in  public,  shall  suffer  death  for  doing  sacrifice  in  a state  of 
defilement.  What  offences  are  or  are  not  puerile  shall  be 
decided  by  the  Curators,  who  shall  bring  the  offenders  accord- 
ingly before  the  courts  and  inflict  the  penalty. 
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Ath.  Our  next  need  will,  of  course,  be  a proper  regulation  913 
of  our  business  transactions  with  each  other.  A simple  general 
rule,  I take  it,  might  be  expressed  thus.  I would  have  no  one 
touch  my  property,  if  I can  help  it,  or  disturb  it  in  the  slightest 
way  without  some  kind  of  consent  on  my  part;  if  I am  a man  of 
sense,  I must  treat  the  property  of  others  in  the  same  way. 

We  will  take  as  a first  instance  treasure  which  someone,  not 
being  an  ancestor  of  my  own,  has  amassed  as  store  for  himself 
and  his  descendants.  I must  never  pray  to  find  such  treasure; 
if  I do  find  it,  I must  not  meddle  with  it,  I must  breathe  no 
word  of  it  to  diviners,  as  they  are  called,  who  are  certain  to 
recommend  me  1 to  appropriate  what  has  been  committed  to 
earth’s  keeping.  If  I appropriate  it,  the  benefit  to  my  fortunes 
will  assuredly  be  more  contracted  than  the  expansion  I shall 
gain  in  moral  goodness  and  rectitude  by  leaving  it  alone.  Pur- 
chase for  purchase,  I shall  have  made  a better  bargain  in  a 
better  cause,  if  I choose  to  get  rectitude  for  my  soul  rather 
than  wealth  for  my  pocket.  The  wise  proverb  which  forbids 
moving  what  is  better  left  alone  has  a wide  range  of  application, 
and  this  is  one  of  the  cases  to  which  it  applies.  Besides,  one 
should  give  credence  to  the  current  tradition  that  such  things 
are  no  blessing  to  a man’s  descendants.  The  man  who  is  so 
careless  for  his  posterity  and  deaf  to  the  voice  of  the  legislator 
that  he  takes  up  what  neither  he  nor  any  of  his  fathers’  fathers 
ever  laid  down,  and  that  without  the  depositor’s  permission, 
in  violation  of  one  of  the  best  of  laws,  that  straightforward 
enactment  of  an  illustrious  man 2 which  runs:  ‘What  thou 
hast  not  laid  down,  take  not  up  ’ — the  man,  I repeat,  who  does 
despite  to  both  these  legislators  and  takes  up  what  he  has  not 
himself  laid  down,  and  not  on  a petty  scale  either — often  it  is 
a vast  heap  of  treasure — what  shall  be  done  to  him?  What 
Heaven  will  do  to  him,  of  course,  is  God’s  concern;  but  the  first 

'Accepting  Stephanus’s  <rviipov\ev<Tovatv  for  aviipovbevoww  (MSS.  and 
Burnet)  at  913  b 3. 

2 The  author  to  whom  the  saying  was  popularly  ascribed  is  Solon  (Diog. 
Laert.  1.  57).  The  ‘two  legislators’  of  the  next  words  are,  of  course,  Solon 
and  the  legislator  of  the  supposed  Cretan  city. 
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person  to  discover  the  fact  shall  report  it,  if  the  thing  happen 
in  the  capital,  to  the  Urban  Commissioners,  or  if  in  the  market- 
square  of  the  capital,  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Market,  or, 
914  if  it  occur  outside  the  capital,  shall  bring  it  to  the  notice  of 
the  Rural  Commission  and  their  heads.  On  receipt  of  the 
information,  the  State  shall  send  a deputation  to  Delphi: 
accordingly  as  the  god  shall  pronounce  about  the  property  or 
the  disturber  of  it,  so  the  State  shall  act  by  the  mandate  of 
the  oracle.  If  the  informer  be  a free  man,  he  shall  be  com- 
mended for  his  virtue,  and  censured  as  vicious  if  he  neglects 
to  give  information;  if  a slave,  he  shall  receive  his  well-earned 
freedom  as  a gift  from  the  State,  which  shall  pay  his  owner 
his  price,  but  be  punished  with  death  if  the  information  is  with- 
held. It  follows  by  consequence  that  we  must  have  this  same 
rule  alike  in  small  matters  as  in  great.  If  a man  leave  his 
property  behind  him  in  any  place,  voluntarily  or  not,  he  that 
lights  upon  it  must  let  it  alone  undisturbed:  he  must  regard 
such  things  as  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  Spirit  of  the 
wayside,  to  whom  they  are  deemed  consecrate  in  law.  Any 
person  who  appropriates  such  things  and  carries  them  home 
with  him,  in  contravention  of  the  law,  shall,  if  a slave  and  the 
article  of  little  value,  receive  a sound  beating  from  any,  not 
being  under  thirty  years  of  age,  who  may  fall  in  with  him.  If 
he  be  a free  man,  he  shall  be  pronounced  a churl  unfit  to  consort 
with  law-respecting  men,  and  shall  furthermore  pay  the  owner 
of  the  goods  he  has  disturbed  their  value  ten  times  over.  If 
a man  charge  another  with  being  in  possession  of  his  property, 
great  or  small,  and  the  man  so  charged  admit  possession  of 
the  object  but  dispute  the  ownership,  the  complainant  shall, 
in  the  case  of  articles  entered  by  legal  requirement  on  the 
magistrates’  register,  summon  the  party  in  possession  before 
the  magistrates,  to  whom  he  shall  produce  the  article.  If, 
upon  such  exhibition,  such  article  is  found  to  be  recorded  in 
the  register  as  the  property  of  either  litigant,  he  shall  be  put 
in  possession  of  it  and  so  dismissed.  If  it  prove  to  belong  to 
a third  party  who  is  not  in  court,  either  party,  on  providing 
sufficient  sureties,  may  remove  it  on  behalf  of  the  absent  owner 
and  in  his  right,  for  delivery  to  him.  If  the  article  in  dispute 
be  not  recorded  in  the  register,  it  shall  be  in  the  custody  of 
three  senior  magistrates  until  the  suit  is  decided.  And  if  the 
thing  so  hypothecated  be  a beast,  the  loser  in  the  suit  shall  pay 
the  authorities  the  cost  of  its  keep.  The  magistrates  shall 
dispose  of  the  case  within  three  days. 
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' Any  man,  provided  he  be  sane,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  lay 
hands  on  his  own  slave  for  such  purpose  as  he  may  please  in 
the  way  of  lawful  business,  and  at  liberty  likewise  to  lay  hands 
on  the  fugitive  slave  of  any  kinsman  or  friend,  with  a view  to 
his  safe-keeping.  If  a man  be  thus  seized  as  a slave  and  any 
person  claim  him  as  free  and  resist  his  detention,  the  captor 
shall  let  the  man  go,  and  the  party  opposing  the  detention  shall 
provide  three  substantial  sureties  and  stay  the  detention  on 
these  ccnditions  aforesaid,  and  on  no  others.  If  capture  is 
stayed  otherwise  than  on  these  conditions,  there  shall  be  an 
action  for  assault,  and  the  defendant,  if  convicted,  shall  pay  the  915 
party  whose  right  has  been  stayed  twice  the  value  of  the  article, 
as  shown  by  the  register.  There  shall  be  the  like  right  of  seizure 
of  a freedman  who  pays  no  homage,  or  insufficient  homage, 
to  the  authors  of  his  freedom.  Homage  shall  be  deemed  to 
mean  that  the  freedman  repair  thrice  in  the  month  to  the  hearth 
of  his  emancipator  and  make  proffer  of  all  such  services  as  are 
right  and  possible,  and  likewise  that  in  the  matter  of  marriage 
he  act  only  with  the  approval  of  his  former  owner.  It  shall 
be  illegal  for  the  freedman  to  possess  more  wealth  than  the 
emancipator,  and  any  surplus  shall  belong  to  the  master. 

A man  thus  receiving  his  freedom  shall  not  prolong  his  residence 
beyond  twenty  years,  but  depart,  like  all  aliens,  with  his  estate 
in  full,  unless  he  can  gain  permission  from  the  magistrates  and 
the  master  who  enlarged  him.  If  the  estate  of  a freedman  or 
other  alien  come  to  exceed  the  census  of  the  third  class,  he  shall 
within  thirty  days  from  the  day  on  which  the  excess  first  began, 
take  up  his  property  and  depart,  and  in  this  case  the  authorities 
shall  have  no  power  to  grant  any  extension  of  residence.  Any 
person  brought  before  the  courts  for  non-compliance  and  con- 
victed shall  receive  sentence  of  death,  and  his  goods  shall  be  . 

I forfeit  to  the  State.  Suits  of  this  kind  shall  come  before  the 
court  of  a tribe,  save  when  the  counter-allegations  of  the  parties 
have  been  previously  disposed  of  before  the  neighbours,  or 
before  judges  appointed  by  themselves. 

If  a man  claim  any  other  man’s  beast,  or  any  other  of  his 
goods,  as  his  own  property,1  the  party  in  possession  shall  return 
the  article  to  the  vendor,  responsible  and  lawful  donor,  or  person 
who  otherwise  made  valid  delivery  of  that  article,  where  such 
person  is  a citizen  or  resident  alien,  within  thirty  days,  or  in 

1 In  915  c 8 it  seems  to  me  we  must  write  ovroC  (Ast,  Stallbaum), 
against  the  aiToO  of  our  MSS.  and  many  editors,  including  Burnet.  In 
any  case,  the  pronoun  stands  for  the  party  who  is  in  possession  of  the 
article  but  whose  right  to  it  is  disputed. 
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the  case  where  delivery  was  made  by  a foreigner,  within  a period 
of  five  months,  of  which  months  1 the  midmost  shall  be  that  of 
the  summer  solstice.  In  all  reciprocal  exchange  by  means  of 
sale  and  purchase,  goods  exchanged  arc  to  be  delivered  on  the 
sites  appointed  in  the  market-square  for  the  various  articles, 
and  the  price  is  to  be  received  at  the  time;  exchange  shall  not 
be  permitted  in  any  other  locality,  and  there  shall  be  neither 
selling  nor  buying  on  credit.  If  any  citizen  make  any  exchange 
whatever,  for  any  return  whatsoever,  with  another  under  other 
conditions  or  in  a different  locality,  because  he  trusts  the  party 
with  whom  he  is  dealing,  he  must  do  so  on  the  understanding 
that  the  law  permits  no  action  in  respect  of  articles  not  vended 
under  the  conditions  here  specified.2  As  to  subscriptions  to 
clubs,3  any  one  who  pleases  shall  be  free  to  raise  them  as  between 
friends,  but  if  a difference  arise  about  a subscription,  the  parties 
must  conduct  their  affairs  with  the  understanding  that  the  law 
will  in  no  case  grant  an  action  on  such  grounds.  If  the  vendor 
of  an  article  receive  a price  of  fifty  drachmas  or  more,  he  shall 
be  bound  to  remain  in  the  territory  for  a space  of  ten  days,  and 
916  the  purchaser  shall  be  informed  of  the  vendor’s  lodging  with  a 
view  to  the  making  of  complaints  such  as  are  common  in  such 
cases,  and  satisfying  the  legal  regulations  about  restitution.  The 
legal  requirements  in  question  shall  be  as  follows.  In  the  case 
of  the  vending  of  a slave  affected  by  phthisis,  stone,  strangury, 
or  by  the  so-called  ‘holy  distemper’,4  or  other  disorder  of  body 
or  mind  which  readily  escapes  ordinary  observation  and  is 
inamenable  to  treatment,  if  the  sale  were  made  to  a physician 
or  trainer,  there  shall  be  no  right  to  return  the  article  to  the 
vendor;  there  shall  likewise  be  none,  if  the  defect  was  truth- 
fully mentioned  at  the  time  of  sale.  But  where  a professional 
man  vends  such  an  article  to  a layman,  the  purchaser  shall  have 
the  right  to  return  it  within  six  months,  except  in  the  case  of 

1 In  915  d 5 I assume  England  to  be  right  in  substituting  019  for  the  ifc 
of  the  MSS.  and  the  other  editors;  the  antecedent  must  surely  be 

It  is  assumed  that  business  with  overseas  traders  will  be  confined  to  the 
summer.  For  this  cf.  what  is  said  of  these  traders  as  ‘birds  of  passage’ 
at  961  d-e. 

2 Or  possibly  we  should  transfer  the  comma  in  915  e 4 to  follow  raira, 
and  translate,  ‘ he  must  trust  to  the  other  party  to  the  exchange  in  acting 
thus,  since  the  law  will  not  grant  an  action’,  etc. 

3 ''Ep<m>i,  ‘clubs’,  means  associations  of  a kind  common  at  Athens; 
their  ostensible  outward  and  visible  purpose  was  the  social  and  religious 
one  of  a common  dinner,  but  they  also  served  as  ‘benefit-clubs’,  which 
advanced  loans  to  members  to  set  them  up  in  business. 

4 i.e.  epilepsy,  a disorder  which  might  go  undetected  longer  than  the 
others. 
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the  ‘holy  distemper’,  for  which  the  period  allowed  for  the 
return  shall  be  one  year.  The  case  shall  be  brought  before  a 
body  of  physicians,  to  be  nominated  and  selected  by  agreement 
between  the  parties,  and  a convicted  vendor  shall  pay  a sum 
double  of  the  price  at  which  he  sold.  If  both  parties  be  lay- 
men, the  regulations  as  to  right  of  return  and  the  trial  of  the 
issue  shall  be  as  in  the  former  case,  but  the  convicted  vendor 
shall  pay  only  the  actual  price  received.  If  a man  vend  a 
slave  who  is  a homicide,  and  both  parties  are  aware  of  the  fact, 
there  shall  be  no  right  of  return  in  respect  of  the  transaction. 

If  the  purchaser  be  unaware,  there  shall  be  a right  to  return  the 
purchase  forthwith  when  the  buyer  shall  discover  the  fact,  and 
the  case  shall  be  heard  before  the  five  junior  Curators.  The 
vendor  who  is  adjudged  to  have  made  such  sale  willingly  shall 
purify  the  dwelling  of  the  purchaser  as  the  canonists’  rules 
require,  and  shall  repay  the  price  three-fold. 

He  that  exchanges  against  coin  other  coin  or  any  article 
whatsoever,  animate  or  inanimate,  shall  be  expected  by  the  law 
in  all  cases  to  give  genuine  value  and  demand  the  same.  But, 
as  elsewhere  in  our  code,  let  us  make  room  for  a preamble  deal- 
ing with  roguery  of  this  sort  at  large.  Every  one  should  under- 
stand that  imposture,  false  pretences,  fraud,  are  all  things  of 
one  kind,  the  kind  which  is  unhappily  credited  in  current 
popular  parlance  with  being  often  enough  an  excellent  thing 
‘if  practised  at  the  proper  juncture’.  When  and  where  this 
juncture  occurs  is  left  vague  and  indefinite,  and  thus  the  proverb 
works  no  little  mischief  to  the  believer  and  the  rest  of  society. 

A legislator  cannot  be  allowed  to  leave  the  point  in  this  un- 
certainty. He  should  always  draw  definite  boundary-lines, 
wider  or  narrower,  as  we  shall  now  proceed  to  do.  No  man 
shall  practise  any  imposture  or  fraud  of  word  or  act  with  the 
name  of  a god  on  his  lips,  but  one  that  would  encounter  God’s  917 
reprobation;  and  such  is  he  who  swears  lying  oaths  in  contempt 
of  Heaven,  and,  in  a lesser  degree,  he  who  lies  to  his  superior. 
Now  good  men  are  the  superiors  of  worse,  the  aged,  speaking 
generally,  of  the  youthful,  and,  by  consequence,  parents  of  their 
offspring,  husbands,  again,  of  their  wives  and  children,  magis- 
trates of  their  subjects.  Universal  reverence  is  no  more  than 
the  proper  due  of  all  who  are  in  any  of  these  positions  of  authority, 
and  most  of  all  the  due  of  the  authorities  of  the  State,  and  it  is 
of  them  we  are  now  discoursing.  A man  who  practises  an 
imposition  in  the  market  is  lying,  cheating,  and  calling  Heaven 
to  witness  by  his  oaths  in  the  face  of  all  the  laws  and  caveats 
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of  the  Commissioners  of  Markets;  he  has  no  more  respect  for 
man  than  fear  of  God.  Now  undoubtedly  it  is  a becoming 
habit  to  be  careful  of  taking  divine  names  in  vain,  to  show  the 
same  regard  for  them  that  most  of  us  commonly  and  customarily 
show  for  ceremonial  purity  and  cleanness  in  matters  of  worship, 
but  if  there  should  be  any  disobedience,  here  is  our  law.  He 
that  sells  any  article  whatsoever  in  the  market  shall  in  no  case 
put  two  prices  on  his  wares.  He  shall  ask  one  price,  and  if  he 
do  not  get  it,  he  will  do  right  to  take  his  goods  away  again, 
and  shall  not,  that  same  day,  set  a higher  or  lower  price  on  them. 
Also  there  shall  be  no  proffering  of  wares  offered  for  sale,  or 
vouching  for  them  by  an  oath.  In  case  of  breach  of  this 
statute,  any  citizen  present,  not  being  under  thirty  years  of 
age,  shall  have  the  law’s  permission  to  chastise  the  swearer  of 
such  oath  by  blows;  a citizen  making  light  of  the  matter  and 
disregarding  this  provision  shall  be  liable  to  censure  as  a traitor 
to  the  law.  The  vendor  of  a spurious  article,  who  cannot  be 
persuaded  by  our  present  discourse,  shall  be  exposed  before  the 
authorities  by  any  person  present  with  the  knowledge  requisite 
for  his  detection ; such  person,  if  a slave  or  resident  alien,  shall 
have  the  counterfeit  article  for  his  own  use;  if  a citizen  and 
neglecting  to  expose  the  cheat,  shall  be  declared  guilty  of 
defrauding  Heaven;  if  he  expose  it,  he  shall  publicly  dedicate 
the  article  to  the  gods  of  the  market.1  And  the  party  found 
offering  such  wares  for  sale  shall  be  deprived  of  the  counterfeit 
goods,  and  shall  moreover  be  scourged  in  the  market-square, 
and  receive  a stripe  for  each  drachma  of  the  price  he  set  on  his 
goods,  proclamation  being  first  made  by  a crier  of  the  cause  for 
the  scourging.  To  counteract  the  impostures  and  knaveries  of 
vendors,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Market  and  Curators  shall 
inform  themselves  by  inquiry  from  experts  in  different  trades, 
and  draw  up  rules  of  what  the  vendor  may  and  may  not  do; 
these  rules  shall  be  engraved  on  a column  to  be  erected  in  front 
of  the  offices  of  the  Commission  of  the  Market  as  regulations 
918  for  the  more  precise  direction  of  persons  doing  business  in  the 
market.  The  functions  of  the  Urban  Commission  have  been 
described  sufficiently  already;  if  further  regulations  are  thought 
needful,  the  Commissioners  shall  consult  with  the  Curators  of 
Law  and  draft  the  necessary  supplement;  both  the  earlier  and 
later  rules  for  their  official  procedure  shall  be  posted  on  a 
column  in  front  of  the  offices  of  the  Commission. 

1 The  dedicated  object  would  be  set  up  in  public  view;  this  is  the  reason 
for  the  clause. 
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The  consideration  of  fraudulent  practices  and  business  leads 
direct  to  that  of  retail  trade.  We  shall  first  deal  with  the 
subject  as  a whole  in  the  way  of  reasoned  counsel,  and  then 
propose  legal  regulation  for  it.  Internal  retail  trade,  when  one 
considers  its  essential  function,  is  not  a mischievous  thing,  but 
much  the  reverse.  Can  a man  be  other  than  a benefactor  if  he 
effects  the  even  and  proportionate  diffusion  of  anything  in  its 
own  nature  so  disproportionately  and  unevenly  diffused  as 
commodities  of  all  sorts?  This,  we  should  remind  ourselves,  is 
the  very  result  achieved  by  a currency,  and  this,  as  we  should 
recognize,  the  function  assigned  to  the  trader.  Similarly  the 
wage-earner,  the  tavern-keeper,  and  other  callings,  some  more 
and  some  less  reputable,  all  have  the  common  function  of 
meeting  various  demands  with  supply  and  distributing  com- 
modities more  evenly.  What,  then,  can  be  the  reason  why  the 
calling  is  of  no  good  credit  or  repute  ? What  makes  it  generally 
unpopular?  We  must  look  into  the  question  if  we  are  to 
provide  a partial  remedy  (a  total  cure  would  be  beyond  us)  by 
our  legislation.  The  thing  is  well  worth  doing,  I fancy,  and 
calls  for  no  common  abilities. 

Clin.  How  so? 

Ath.  Why,  Clinias  my  friend,  ’tis  but  a small  section  of 
mankind,  a few  of  exceptional  natural  parts  disciplined  by 
consummate  training,  who  have  the  resolution  to  prove  true 
to  moderation  when  they  find  themselves  in  the  full  current  of 
demands  and  desires;  there  are  not  many  of  us  who  remain 
sober  when  they  have  the  opportunity  to  grow  wealthy,  or 
prefer  measure  to  abundance.  The  great  multitude  of  men 
are  of  a clean  contrary  temper:  what  they  desire  they  desire 
out  of  all  measure;  when  they  have  the  option  of  making  a 
reasonable  profit,  they  prefer  to  make  an  exorbitant  one. 
This  is  why  all  classes  of  retailers,  business  men,  tavern-keepers, 
are  so  unpopular  and  under  so  severe  a social  stigma.  And 
yet,  only  suppose — an  impossible  supposition  and  Heaven  for- 
bid it  should  be  anything  else! — but  suppose  the  very  best 
of  men  could  be  compelled — the  fancy  will  sound  ludicrous, 
I know,  but  I must  give  it  utterance — suppose  they  could  be 
compelled  to  take  for  a time  to  inn-keeping,  or  retail  trade,  or 
some  such  calling;  or  suppose,  for  the  matter  of  that,  that 
some  unavoidable  destiny  were  to  drive  the  best  women  into 
such  professions:  then  we  should  discover  that  all  are  humane 
and  beneficent  occupations;  if  they  were  only  conducted  on 
principles  of  strict  integrity,  we  should  respect  them  as  we 
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do  the  vocation  of  mother  or  nurse.  But  look  at  the  actual 
919  facts!  For  purposes  of  commerce  a man  sets  up  his  quarters 
in  some  solitary  spot  remote  from  everywhere;  there  he  enter- 
tains the  famished  traveller  and  the  refugee  from  tempests 
with  welcome  lodging,  and  provides  them  with  calm  in  storm 
and  cool  shelter  in  heat.  But  what  comes  next?  Where  he 
might  treat  his  customers  as  so  many  friends,  and  add  an 
hospitable  banquet  to  the  entertainment,  he  behaves  as  though 
he  were  dealing  with  captive  enemies  who  had  fallen  into  his 
hands,  and  holds  them  to  the  hardest,  most  iniquitous,  most 
abominable  terms  of  ransom.  These  malpractices,  and  others 
like  them,  are  to  be  found  in  all  these  callings,  and  it  is  they 
which  have  brought  catering  for  the  wants  of  the  distressed 
into  merited  ill-repute.  This  is  the  malady  in  them  all  for 
which  law  must  find  a specific.  Now  it  is  a sound  old  adage 
that  it  is  hard  to  fight  against  two  enemies  at  once — even 
when  they  are  enemies  from  opposite  quarters;  we  see  the  truth 
of  this  in  medicine  and  elsewhere.  And  in  the  battle  we  are 
at  this  moment  waging  against  the  evils  of  these  professions 
we  have  two  such  enemies,  penury  and  opulence;  the  one  rots 
souls  with  luxury,  the  other,  with  its  distresses,  drives  them 
into  sheer  insensibility  to  shame.  What  remedy,  then,  can  be 
found  for  the  disease  in  an  intelligent  society  ? Well,  the  remedy 
is,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  numbers  of  those  employed  in 
trade  be  kept  as  low  as  possible;  next  that  such  occupations 
be  assigned  to  the  sort  of  men  whose  corruption  will  do  not  great 
mischief  to  society;  thirdly,  some  means  must  be  found  to 
prevent  the  characters  of  those  actually  engaged  in  these 
callings  from  readily  taking  the  contagion  of  complete  abandon- 
ment and  baseness.  So  our  preface  shall  at  once  be  followed 
by  a law — and  the  blessing  of  Providence  go  with  it! — to  this 
effect.  In  the  Magnesian  city  which  Heaven  is  restoring  from 
its  decay,  no  one  of  all  the  five  thousand  and  forty  landowners 
who  are  our  householders  shall  follow  a trade,  by  his  own  will 
or  against  it,  nor  even  engage  in  merchandise;  neither  shall  he 
discharge  menial  services  of  any  kind  to  a private  employer 
who  renders  no  like  services  to  himself,  save  for  services  per- 
formed, without  derogation  to  gentle  blood,  to  father,  mother, 
remoter  ancestors,  or  to  any  man  of  gentle  birth  senior  to 
himself.1  What  services  are  thus  consistent  with  gentle  lineage 
and  what  are  not  can  hardly  be  stated  with  precision  in  a law ; 

1 1 agree  with  England  that  the  comma  in  919  e 2 should  be  placed  after 
i\ev0epoL,  not  after  irpeo-^vTe'pon  (as  in  Burnet’s  text). 
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the  point  shall  be  decided  by  those  who  have  won  distinction 
for  abhorrence  of  the  base  and  devotion  to  the  gentle.  If  a 
citizen,  on  any  pretext,  engage  in  sordid  trade,  he  shall  be 
liable  to  an  indictment  for  tainting  the  blood,  to  be  preferred 
by  any  who  will,  and  to  come  before  a jury  of  men  who  have 
attained  the  first  distinction  for  goodness;  if  found  to  have 
defiled  the  ancestral  hearth  by  an  unworthy  pursuit,  he  shall 
suffer  a year’s  imprisonment  as  a lesson  to  avoid  such  conduct, 
or,  for  a repeated  offence,  two  years’  imprisonment ; on  each  920 
subsequent  conviction  the  term  inflicted  for  the  last  offence 
shall  be  regularly  doubled.1  Now  for  a second  law.  A person 
proposing  to  follow  a retail  business  shall  always  be  a resident 
alien  or  a foreigner.  And  there  shall  be  yet  a third : to  ensure 
that  there  shall  be  as  much  virtue,  or  at  least,  as  little  vice,  as 
is  possible  among  these  associates  in  the  life  of  our  society,  the 
Curators  must  not  be  regarded  merely  as  guardians  of  the 
class  whom  it  is  easy  to  protect  from  falling  into  crime  or  vice, 
the  favourably  born  and  properly  educated  and  trained;  still 
more  careful  guard  must  be  kept  over  those  who  have  not 
these  advantages,  and  follow  callings  which  have  a marked 
tendency  to  predispose  to  vice.  So  to  effect  this  result  for 
retail  trade  with  its  numerous  branches  and  the  many  debasing 
employments  it  embraces — I mean  those  of  them  which  we 
shall  permit  to  subsist  in  our  society  because  we  have  found 
their  presence  absolutely  necessary — the  Curators  will  once  more 
be  required  in  this  case  to  consult  with  the  experts  in  all  depart- 
ments of  trade,  exactly  as  they  have  been  enjoined  to  do  in 
connection  with  the  allied  business  of  the  prevention  of  fraud; 
they  shall  ascertain  by  consultation  what  scale  of  payment 
and  expenditure  will  secure  the  trader  a modest  profit,  and  this 
scale  of  outlay  and  receipts  shall  be  publicly  displayed  and 
enforced  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Market  and  Urban  and 
Rural  Commissioners  in  their  respective  spheres.  Under  such 
regulation  we  may  expect  our  retail  trade  to  produce  general 
benefit  for  all  classes  with  the  minimum  of  harm  to  the  class 
who  follow  it  as  their  vocation. 

In  the  case  of  failure  to  execute  an  admitted  contract — save 
and  except  a contract  to  do  what  is  prohibited  by  statute  or 
by  executive  decree  of  the  Assembly,  a contract  extorted  by 
wrongful  constraint,  a contract  unintentionally  frustrated  by 

1 The  text  of  the  MSS.  (and  Burnet)  may  just  possibly  be  construed,  but 
I think  it  more  probable  that  we  should,  with  Ast,  read  roO  xpAvov  for 
tok  xpo vov  in  920  a 2-3. 
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unforeseen  circumstances — there  shall  be  an  action  for  non- 
fulfilment  of  contract  before  the  tribal  courts,  unless  settlement 
can  be  previously  reached  before  arbitrators  or  a court  of 
the  local  neighbours.  The  class  of  artificers  whose  crafts  have 
equipped  us  for  the  daily  needs  of  life  will  be  under  the  patronage 
of  Hephaestus  and  Athena,  while  the  other  class  who  provide 
for  our  safety  by  a second  group  of  crafts — those  which  sub- 
serve defence — will  have  Ares  and  Athena  as  their  patrons. 
(There  are  as  good  grounds  for  this  divine  protection  in  the 
second  case  as  in  the  other.  All  alike  are  engaged  in  continuous 
service  of  country  and  people;  the  one  sort  in  taking  charge  of 
our  struggles  in  the  field,  the  other  in  producing  implements 
and  commodities  for  hire.)  Reverence  for  their  divine  pro- 
genitors will  thus  make  it  unseemly  in  such  men  to  break  their 
921  word  about  their  work.  If  a craftsman,  then,  culpably  fail 
to  complete  a task  within  the  specified  time,  and  thus  forget 
the  reverence  due  to  the  god  from  whom  he  gets  his  living, 
fancying,  in  his  ignorance,  that  God  is  a mate  who  will  make 
allowances,  he  shall,  first,  answer  for  it  to  the  god,  and,  next, 
there  shall  be  a law  to  suit  the  case.  If  a man  break  his  word 
to  the  employer  with  whom  he  has  contracted  for  any  piece 
of  work,  he  shall  be  indebted  in  the  value  of  the  work  and  shall 
execute  it  again  gratis  from  the  beginning  within  the  time 
agreed  on.  The  law  will  further  give  the  same  counsel  to 
contractors  for  such  performances  as  was  given  to  vendors. 
The  vendor  was  advised  to  take  no  advantage  by  asking  too 
high  a price,  but  to  price  his  goods  with  all  candour  at  their 
true  worth,  and  the  law  gives  the  same  injunction  to  the  con- 
tractor, who,  of  course,  as  a craftsman  is  aware  of  the  true 
value  of  his  work.  In  a city  of  free  men,  then,  the  craftsman 
of  all  men  may  never  use  his  expert  knowledge,  in  itself  an 
honest  and  straightforward  thing,  to  take  advantage  of  the 
layman  by  the  tricks  of  the  trade,  and  persons  wronged  by  such 
tricks  must  have  a legal  remedy.  On  the  other  side,  if  the  party 
contracting  with  a workman  fail  to  pay  his  wages  strictly  as 
stipulated  in  an  agreement  valid  in  law,  this  is  to  dishonour 
Zeus,  our  national  defender,  and  Athena,  who  are  both  partners 
in  our  society,  and  to  dissolve  the  supreme  social  bonds  for 
the  sake  of  petty  profit,  and  there  shall  be  a law  to  champion 
the  Heaven-ordained  civic  tie  to  this  effect.  If  a man,  having 
received  delivery  of  work  contracted  for,  do  not  pay  the  price 
within  the  stipulated  time,  the  said  price  shall  be  recoverable 
from  him  twofold:  if  payment  be  not  made  within  the  year, 
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whereas  all  other  moneys  out  upon  loan  shall  bear  no  interest, 
a defaulter  in  this  kind  shall  pay  an  interest  of  one  obol  on  the 
drachma  for  each  month  in  arrear;  actions  under  this  head  to 
be  taken  in  the  tribal  courts. 

As  we  have  raised  this  topic  of  artificers,  it  is  only  right  to 
say  a passing  word  about  the  artificers  of  our  preservation  in 
war,  generals  and  other  military  experts.  In  their  case  also — - 
for  they  too,  like  the  others,  are  craftsmen,  though  of  a different 
sort — if  any  of  them  undertake  work  for  the  public,  whether 
as  a volunteer  or  under  orders,  and  perform  it  well  and  truly, 
the  law  will  never  tire  in  commendation  of  the  citizen  who 
loyally  pays  him  the  soldier’s  wages — honours;  but  if  the 
citizen  receive  delivery  of  the  fine  piece  of  military  work  and 
withhold  the  payment,  the  law  shall  censure  him.  We  shall 
accordingly  enact,  and  couple  with  our  commendation  of  these 
heroes,  the  following  law,  which  we  address  to  the  populace 
rather  by  way  of  counsel  than  by  way  of  compulsion:  The  brave 
men  who  preserve  our  whole  State  by  deeds  of  valour  or  922 
military  skill  shall  receive  honours  of  the  second  class.  (Our 
supreme  distinctions  must  be  understood  to  have  been  assigned 
to  those  who  stand  first  of  all  in  merit,  those  who  have 
proved  pre-eminent  in  reverence  for  the  precepts  of  good 
legislators.) 

We  have  now,  we  may  say,  completed  our  regulation  of  the 
more  important  business  relations  of  man  with  man,  except  for 
those  which  concern  orphans  and  their  supervision  by  their 
guardians.  These  are  the  sphere  we  are  next  driven  to  regulate 
as  best  we  can.  The  foundations  of  the  whole  subject  are  laid 
by  the  desire  of  the  dying  to  make  a disposition  of  their  estates 
and  the  accident  of  deaths  without  any  such  settlement;  and 
the  reason  why  I spoke  of  being  ‘driven’  to  treat  of  it,  Clinias, 
was  that  I saw  the  intricacies  and  difficulties  involved.  We 
certainly  cannot  leave  such  matters  without  all  regulation. 
Were  we  to  concede  the  unqualified  validity  of  any  testamentary 
disposition  made  at  the  end  of  life,  irrespective  of  the  testator’s 
condition,  men  would  often  make  disposals  inconsistent  in 
themselves  and  repugnant  to  law,  or  to  the  moral  sense  of  the 
living,  or  of  the  testator  himself  at  an  earlier  time  of  life.  For 
in  most  of  us,  as  you  know,  when  in  imminent  expectation 
of  death,  the  mental  powers  are  in  abeyance,  broken,  as  I 
may  say. 

Clin.  Yes,  sir,  and  what  of  it? 

Ath.  A man  at  the  point  of  death,  Clinias,  is  not  easy  to  handle ; 
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he  is  full  of  a notion  which  must  give  a legislator  grave  concern 
and  perplexity. 

Clin.  How  so,  pray? 

Ath.  He  wants  to  have  his  own  way  about  everything,  and 
so  there  is  commonly  a touch  of  passion  in  his  language. 

Clin.  Language — what  language? 

Ath.  ‘Lord!’  he  will  say,  ‘I  call  it  a shame  if  I am  not  to  be 
perfectly  free  to  give  my  own  property  to  a man  or  not,  exactly 
as  I please,  and  not  free  to  give  more  of  it  to  one  man,  less  to 
another,  according  as  I have  found  them  treating  me  well  or  ill 
under  the  searching  test  of  sickness,  old  age,  and  the  other 
varied  circumstances  of  life.’ 

Clin.  A perfectly  proper  thing  to  say,  too,  sir;  don’t  you 
think  so? 

Ath.  Why,  Clinias,  I think  our  legislators  in  the  past  have 
been  too  soft;  their  codes  have  been  based  on  short  views  of 
human  life  and  imperfect  understanding  of  it. 

Clin.  But  in  what  way? 

Ath.  Why,  my  dear  sir,  they  were  afraid  of  such  complaints, 
and  that  is  why  they  made  the  law  which  permits  of  the  absolute 
923  disposition  of  property  entirely  as  the  testator  pleases.  You 
and  I must  pitch  our  reply  to  the  dying  in  this  society  of  yours 
in  a more  suitable  key.  ‘Friends,  who  have,  in  literal  fact, 
only  a day  to  live’ — this  is  what  we  shall  tell  them — ‘in  your 
present  condition  it  is  hard  enough  for  you  to  know  what 
is  your  own  property;  what  is  more,  it  is  hard,  as  the  inscrip- 
tion at  Delphi  says,  to  know  what  you  are  yourselves.  So  I, 
speaking  as  legislator,  pronounce  that  neither  your  own  persons 
nor  the  estate  are  your  own;  both  belong  to  your  whole  line, 
past  and  future,  and  still  more  absolutely  do  both  lineage  and 
estate  belong  to  the  community.  This  is  so  surely  so  that  I 
shall  never,  if  I can  help  it,  permit  you,  when  shaken  by  age 
or  infirmity,  to  be  cajoled  into  evil  testamentary  dispositions 
by  the  insinuating  arts  of  the  flatterer.  My  law  will  be  made 
with  a general  view  to  the  best  interests  of  society  at  large 
and  your  whole  line,  as  I rightly  hold  the  single  person  and  his 
affairs  of  minor  importance.  Depart  from  us  in  peace  and 
good  will  on  the  journey  you  are  now  to  take,  as  all  flesh  must; 
what  you  leave  behind  you  shall  be  our  concern;  we  will  take 
all  the  thought  for  it  we  may,  and  that  with  no  partial  care’. 
Such  exhortations  alike  to  living  and  dying  shall  form  our 
preamble,  Clinias;  our  statute  shall  be  to  this  effect:  A person 
making  written  testamentary  disposition  of  his  effects,  shall, 
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if  he  have  issue,  first  set  down  the  name  of  such  son  as  he  judges 
proper  to  inherit ; 1 if  he  have  another  son  whom  he  offers  for 
adoption  by  a fellow-citizen,  he  shall  set  his  name  down  also; 
if  there  be  still  a son  left,  not  already  adopted  as  heir  to  any 
patrimony,  who  may  expect  in  course  of  law  to  be  sent  to  some 
overseas  settlement,  it  shall  be  free  to  him  to  bequeath  to  such 
son  such  of  his  goods  as  he  sees  fit,  other  than  his  patrimonial 
estate  and  its  complete  plenishing;  if  there  be  more  such  sons 
than  one,  the  father  shall  divide  his  possessions,  other  than  his 
patrimony,  among  them  in  such  proportions  as  he  pleases. 

But  if  a son  already  possess  a house,2  no  portion  of  such  goods 
shall  be  bequeathed  to  him,  and  the  same  shall  hold  in  the  case 
of  a daughter;  a daughter  not  contracted  to  a husband  shall 
receive  her  share,  but  a daughter  already  so  contracted  shall 
receive  none.  If  a son  or  daughter  be  found  to  have  come  into 
possession  of  an  allotment  of  land  subsequent  to  the  date  of 
the  will,  such  party  shall  leave  the  bequest  in  the  hands  of  the 
testator’s  heir.3  If  the  testator  leave  only  female  issue  without 
male,  he  shall  by  will  provide  one  daughter,  selected  at  his 
pleasure,  with  a husband  and  himself  with  a son,  and  shall 
name  such  husband  as  his  heir.  If  a man’s  son,  naturally 
begotten  or  adopted,  die  in  infancy  before  reaching  the  age  of 
manhood,  the  testator  shall  further  make  provision  for  this  924 
contingency  by  naming  a child  to  succeed  such  son  with  happier 
omens.4  If  the  party  making  his  testament  be  absolutely  child- 
less, he  may  set  aside  one  tenth  part  of  his  acquired  5 possessions 
for  the  purpose  of  legacies  to  any  persons  he  pleases;  all  else 
shall  be  left  to  the  adopted  heir  whom  he  shall  make  his  son, 
in  all  integrity  on  the  one  part  and  gratitude  on  the  other, 

1 i.e.  to  inherit  the  family  landed  estate,  which,  as  we  learned  in  Book  V, 
is  never  to  be  either  alienated  or  divided.  The  law  in  this  respect  is  like 
our  own  of  primogeniture,  except  that  the  selection  of  the  heir  is  left  to 
the  father’s  discretion. 

,J ‘House’,  ockos  (923  d.  8),  means  ‘family’,  not  ‘dwelling-place’.  The 
sense  is  that  a son  who  is  either  adopted  under  the  will  as  heir  to  the  patri- 
mony of  a citizen,  or  has  been  so  adopted  during  his  father’s  life,  is  already 
provided  for,  and  so  has  no  rightful  claim  to  any  part  of  the  ‘personal 
property’. 

3 This  is  to  meet  the  case  of  a son  adopted  by  some  landholder,  or  daughter 
contracted  to  such  landholder,  after  the  making  of  the  will.  The  spirit 
of  the  law  demands  that  a legacy  shall,  in  this  case,  ‘revert  to  the  testator’s 
estate’. 

4 i.e.  a testator  who  names  as  his  heir  a son  under  full  age  is  to  provide 
for  the  possibility  of  the  heir’s  dying  a minor,  by  naming  an  eventual 
successor. 

5 i.e.  exclusive  of  the  patrimony  and  its  ‘plenishing’.  This  is  the  only 
case  of  free  bequest  permitted  by  Plato’s  law. 


THE  LAWS  OF  PLATO 


318 

with  the  law’s  approval.  Where  the  children  require  a guardian 
if  the  deceased  have  stated  in  his  will  how  many  guardians 
he  desires  for  his  children  and  whom,  and  the  parties  named 
consent  to  act,  the  nomination  of  guardians  in  the  will  shall 
be  final.  If  a man  die  wholly  intestate,  or  without  selecting 
such  guardians,  the  lawful  guardians  shall  be  the  nearest  kins- 
men on  both  sides,  two  from  the  father’s  side,  two  from  the 
mother’s,  together  with  one  personal  friend  of  the  deceased,  the 
appointment  to  be  made  for  an  orphan  in  such  case  by  the 
Curators.  The  whole  department  of  wardships  and  orphans 
shall  be  under  the  supervision  of  fifteen  of  the  Curators,  the 
senior  members  of  the  board,  who  shall  regularly  divide  them- 
selves into  groups  of  three,  in  order  of  seniority,  one  such  group 
acting  for  one  year  and  another  for  the  next,  until  the  five 
yearly  periods  are  discharged;  no  avoidable  breach  shall  be 
permitted  in  this  rotation. 

If  a man  die  absolutely  intestate  but  leaving  children  who 
need  the  care  of  a guardian,  his  children’s  distress  shall  share 
the  benefit  of  these  same  laws.  But  if  he  meet  his  end  by  some 
incalculable  accident  and  leave  daughters  behind  him,  he  must 
make  allowances  for  the  legislator’s  disposal  of  his  daughters’ 
hands  if  it  takes  two  points  out  of  three  into  account,  nearness 
in  blood,  and  protection  of  the  patrimony;  the  third  point — 
and  this  is  what  would  have  engaged  a father’s  attention — the 
selection  of  the  person  out  of  the  whole  citizen-body  most 
congenial  in  character  and  disposition  as  a son  for  himself  and 
bridegroom  for  his  daughter,  the  legislator  will  pretermit  as  an 
impossible  task.  Here,  then,  is  the  best  law  we  can  devise  for 
the  case.  If  an  intestate  person  leave  daughters,  a brother  of 
the  deceased  on  the  father’s  side,  or  a brother  on  the  mother’s 
side  having  no  patrimony  of  his  own,  shall  take  his  daughter 
and  inherit  his  patrimony ; the  same  shall  be  the  case  if  there  be 
a brother’s  son  but  no  brother,  provided  the  parties  are  of 
suitable  age ; if  there  be  none  of  these,  the  rule  shall  hold  for  a 
sister’s  son.  Father’s  brother  shall  be  fourth  in  succession,  his 
son  fifth,  father’s  sister’s  son  sixth.  In  all  cases  where  female 
925  issue  is  left,  the  family  succession  shall  proceed  in  this  regular 
order  of  proximity  in  blood  through  brothers  and  sisters  and 
their  offspring,  males  having  the  precedence  over  females  in 
the  same  generation.  The  suitability  or  unsuitability  of  the 
match  in  point  of  years  shall  be  determined  by  inspection,  and 

1 i.e.  when  there  are  no  relatives  near  enough  to  have  a right  to  the 
position  by  kinship. 
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the  judge  shall  view  the  males  stripped  and  the  females  stripped 
to  the  navel.  If  there  be  a failure  of  kin  within  the  family, 
as  far  as  brother’s  grandsons,  and  likewise  grandsons  of  grand- 
father’s sons,  the  maiden  shall  be  free,  with  her  guardians’ 
assent,  to  make  her  choice  among  the  citizens,  the  person  so 
chosen,  if  he  consent,  becoming  heir  to  the  deceased  and  bride- 
groom to  his  daughter.  Further,  life  is  full  of  accidents,  and 
it  may  well  happen  at  times  that  an  heir  is  still  harder  to  find 
within  the  State.  So  if  a maiden  can  find  no  husband  on  the 
spot,  but  have  her  eye  on  some  party  previously  dispatched  to 
a colony,  whom  she  is  minded  to  make  her  father’s  heir,  that 
party,  if  a kinsman,  shall  come  to  the  inheritance  as  the  law 
appoints;  if  outside  the  family,  provided  there  be  no  kinsmen 
within  the  State,  consent  of  the  daughter  of  the  deceased  and 
her  guardians  shall  empower  him  to  make  the  match  and  return 
home  to  take  up  the  succession  to  the  intestate  person.  If  a 
man  decease  intestate  leaving  no  issue,  male  or  female,  in  all 
other  respects  the  law  above  stated  shall  apply  to  the  case, 
but  a female  and  male  from  the  family  shall  mate,  as  we  may 
express  it,  and  be  placed  in  the  deserted  homestead,  the  patri- 
mony being  legally  assigned  to  them:  the  order  of  succession 
shall  be:  (1)  sister,  (2)  brother’s  daughter,  (3)  sister’s  daughter, 

(4)  father’s  sister,  (5)  father’s  brother’s  daughter,  (6)  father’s 
sister’s  daughter;  these  shall  be  settled  on  their  kinsmen,  in 
accord  with  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  statute,  as  con- 
sanguinity and  religion  demand.  Of  course  we  must  not  forget 
that  such  laws  can  prove  burdensome;  it  is  sometimes  a hard- 
ship that  they  require  a blood-connection  of  the  deceased  to 
marry  his  kinswoman,  but  appear  to  overlook  the  numerous 
obstacles  which  will  make  any  man  reluctant  to  comply  with  the 
command  and  ready  to  face  any  consequence  rather  than  obey, 
cases  like  those  of  bodily  or  mental  disorder  or  deficiency  in  a 
party  whom  the  law  requires  us  to  take  as  wife  or  husband. 
Hence  it  might  be  supposed  that  the  legislator  is  indifferent  to 
those  considerations,  but  that  would  be  a misconception.  So 
you  must  take  my  remarks  as  a preamble  delivered  in  the 
interests  alike  of  the  legislator  and  the  parties  for  whom  he 
legislates;  they  are  meant  to  bespeak  the  indulgence  of  such 
parties  for  the  legislator,  if  his  concern  for  the  public  good 
hardly  leaves  him  equally  free  to  control  the  fortunes  of  private 
individuals,  and  a like  indulgence  for  the  recipients  of  his  laws,  926 
if  they  sometimes,  no  less  naturally,  find  themselves  unable  to 
execute  orders  laid  on  them  in  ignorance  of  the  facts. 
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Clin.  Then,  let  me  ask  you,  sir,  what  would  be  the  fairest  way 
to  act  in  such  a situation? 

Ath.  In  such  a case,  Clinias,  we  must  appoint  arbitrators 
between  the  law  and  the  persons  it  commands. 

Clin.  Pray  explain  yourself. 

Ath.  Sometimes  a nephew  whose  father  is  a wealthy  man 
might  make  difficulties  about  marrying  his  uncle’s  daughter 
because  he  has  high  notions  and  aspires  to  a more  splendid 
match.  Sometimes,  again,  a man  might  be  driven  to  disobey 
the  law  because  what  the  legislator  requires  is  disastrous,  as 
when  he  would  constrain  you  to  connect  yourself  with  a house 
in  which  there  is  insanity,  or  other  grievous  bodily  or  mental 
affliction,  such  as  renders  life  positively  intolerable.  So  what 
I have  to  say  on  the  subject  shall  be  couched  in  the  form  of  a 
law  to  this  effect:  If  a party  complain  of  being  aggrieved  by 
the  laws  now  enacted,  the  law  of  testamentary  dispositions  or 
another,  and  in  particular  by  the  law  of  marriage,  and  emit  a 
solemn  declaration  to  the  effect  that  the  legislator,  if  now  alive 
and  present  in  person,  would  never  have  required  the  action — 
the  taking  or  giving  in  marriage — of  either  party  from  whom  it 
is  now  demanded;  and  if  a relative  or  guardian  make  affirma- 
tion to  the  contrary:  the  law  shall  take  the  view  that  the 
legislator  has  bequeathed  the  fifteen  Curators  to  our  orphans  of 
both  sexes  as  arbitrators  and  parents;  litigants  on  these  issues 
shall  have  recourse  to  them  for  the  determination  of  their 
disputes,  and  shall  act  on  their  verdict  as  final.  If  the  powers 
thus  conferred  on  the  Curators  be  deemed  too  extensive  by  any 
party,  he  shall  bring  the  Curators  before  the  court  of  selected 
judges  and  take  its  decision  on  the  issue.  If  he  lose  his  case, 
the  legislator  shall  visit  him  with  censure  and  disgrace,  penalties 
heavier  in  the  judgment  of  intelligence  than  the  most  grievous  fine. 

Our  orphan  children  will  thus  experience  a kind  of  second 
birth.  How  they  should  all  be  reared  and  trained  after  their 
first  birth  has  already  been  explained.  What  we  have  to  do 
after  this  second  birth,  a birth  without  a parent,  is  to  discover 
the  plan  by  which  their  unfortunate  bereavement  will  entail 
least  distress  on  the  sufferers.  First,  then,  to  make  laws  for 
their  conduct,  in  place  of  their  fleshly  begetters  we  appoint 
the  Curators,  parents  at  least  as  good  as  they ; moreover  we 
especially  charge  [three  of  ?] 1 them  every  year  to  care  for  them 
1 It  is  not  necessary,  but  highly  tempting,  since  the  reference  is  to  the 
annual  acting  committees  of  three  of  whom  we  heard  at  924  c,  to  follow 
Susemihl  in  assuming  the  numeral  rpei?  (r)  to  have  fallen  out  of  the  text 
in  this  clause. 
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as  their  own,  and  we  add  a preamble  on  the  up-bringing  of 
orphans  apposite  to  these  officers,  as  to  all  guardians.  I believe, 
in  fact,  there  was  something  really  opportune  in  all  we  said 
before  of  a power  of  taking  an  interest  in  human  life  retained  927 
by  the  souls  of  the  departed  after  death.  The  tales  which 
convey  this  moral  may  be  lengthy,  but  they  are  true,  and  we 
ought  to  give  our  credence  to  general  tradition  on  the  subject, 
when  we  consider  how  abundant  and  how  very  venerable  that 
tradition  is,  but  particularly  to  legislators  who  lend  their 
sanction  to  such  beliefs — unless,  indeed,  we  account  them  men 
of  no  judgment  at  all.  If  all  this  be  truly  so,  there  should  be 
fear,  first  and  foremost,  of  the  gods  in  heaven,  who  behold  the 
orphan  in  his  loneliness,  and  next  of  the  parted  spirits  whose 
native  instinct  is  to  keep  especial  watch  over  their  own  off- 
spring, to  show  good  will  to  him  who  respects  them  and  ill  to 
him  who  neglects;  fear,  in  the  third  place,  of  the  souls  of  men 
still  alive,  but  of  advanced  years  and  high  distinction.  Where 
the  laws  of  a State  are  good  and  its  fortunes  blessed,  children’s 
children  delight  to  lavish  affection  on  such  men;  their  sight 
and  hearing  in  such  matters  is  quick;  their  good  will  is  assured 
to  him  who  walks  uprightly  in  them,  and  their  wrath  hot  against 
the  despoiler  of  the  defenceless  orphan;  they  count  him  a 
solemn  and  sacred  trust.  Guardians  and  magistrates,  if  men 
of  discretion,  howsoever  slight,  should  stand  in  awe  of  all  these 
powers  and  bear  themselves  warily  in  all  that  concerns  the 
orphan’s  upbringing  and  education;  they  should  do  them  all 
they  good  they  may  in  every  way,  even  as  though  the  benefit 
were  bestowed  on  themselves  and  their  own  sons.  So  he  that 
will  give  ear  to  the  words  of  our  preamble  and  keep  himself 
from  all  spoiling  of  the  orphan  shall  learn  nothing  of  the  legis- 
lator’s naked  wrath  against  these  crimes;  but  he  that  will  not 
hear,  and  wrongs  fatherless  or  motherless  shall  pay  two-fold 
the  full  compensation  demanded  of  him  who  misconducts 
himself  towards  those  whose  parents  are  both  in  life.  As 
touching  a general  legislation  for  guardians  of  orphans,  or 
magistrates  who  have  charge  of  the  guardians,  had  they  no 
model  already  of  an  upbringing  for  the  sons  of  the  gently-born 
in  their  upbringing  of  their  own  children  and  management  of 
their  own  estates,  or  had  they  not  moreover  a sufficient  law 
prescribed  them  for  such  matters,  ’twould  be  no  more  than 
reason  to  propound  a law  of  wardships  with  a special  character 
of  its  own,  and  to  make  a distinction  of  the  orphan’s  life  from 
others  by  various  special  rules.  As  the  case  is,  in  our  society 
N 
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the  orphan’s  status  is  not  very  different  in  all  these  respects 
from  that  of  the  child  under  its  father’s  care,  though  the  two 
.are  commonly  on  such  different  levels  in  public  estimation  and 
in  respect  of  the  care  bestowed.  ’Tis,  indeed,  because  of  this 
928  very  difference  that  our  law  has  been  so  earnest  with  its  exhorta- 
tions and  threats  in  its  regulations  concerning  the  orphan. 
We  may  add  this  further  and  most  seasonable  threat:  The 
guardians  of  male  or  female  infant,  and  the  Curator  appointed 
to  exercise  surveillance  of  such  guardian,  shall  show  no  less 
concern  for  the  bereaved  orphan  than  for  his  own  children, 
and  shall  pay  the  same  zealous  attention  to  the  estate  of  the 
ward  under  his  care  as  to  his  own — or  indeed  more.  This  shall 
be  the  law,  and  the  only  law,  under  which  guardianship  of  an 
orphan  shall  be  exercised:  in  the  case  of  any  contravention  of 
this  law,  a guardian  shall  be  fined  by  the  magistrate ; a defaulting 
magistrate  shall  be  cited  by  the  guardian  before  the  court  of  the 
select  judges,  and  fined  twice  the  amount  of  his  defalcations  as 
assessed  by  the  court.  If  the  family,  or  any  fellow-citizen, 
charge  a guardian  with  negligence  or  dishonesty,  the  case 
shall  be  brought  before  the  same  court;  any  defalcation 
proved  shall  be  repaid  four-fold,  half  the  sum  to  go  to  the 
orphan  child,  and  half  to  the  successful  prosecutor  in  the 
case.  If  an  orphan  who  has  attained  his  majority  believe 
his  guardian’s  administration  to  have  been  faulty,  it  shall 
be  open  to  him  to  institute  proceedings  in  respect  of  the 
guardianship  at  any  date  within  five  years  from  the  expiry  of 
said  guardianship.  If  a guardian  be  convicted,  the  court  shall 
determine  the  penalty  or  fine;  if  a magistrate,  and  the  injury 
to  the  orphan  be  found  due  to  negligence,  the  court  shall 
determine  the  sum  payable  to  the  ward,  but  if  the  verdict 
be  one  of  malversation,  the  offender  shall,  in  addition  to  pay- 
ment of  the  fine,  be  removed  from  the  office  of  Curator,  and 
the  authorities  shall  provide  country  and  State  with  a new 
Curator  in  his  stead. 

Graver  differences  are  found  to  arise  between  fathers  and 
sons,  sons  and  fathers,  than  ought  to  be  possible;  as  a conse- 
quence, fathers  are  disposed  to  take  the  view  that  the  legislator 
should  empower  them,  if  they  see  fit,  to  make  public  and  legal 
notification  through  the  crier  that  they  will  no  longer  hold  a 
son  as  their  son,  and  sons,  on  their  part,  to  expect  legal  authori- 
zation to  take  proceedings  in  lunacy  against  a father  discredited 
by  years  or  disease.  The  cause  of  such  variance  is  commonly 
to  be  found  in  utter  unqualified  badness  of  character;  where 
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the  badness  is  on  one  side  only,  as  where  the  son  is  an  ill  man 
but  his  father  not  so,  or  vice  versa,  such  dissensions  are  not 
pushed  to  the  point  where  they  issue  in  disaster.  Now  in  any 
society  but  ours  a disinherited  son  would  not  necessarily  lose 
his  citizenship,  but  in  the  State  for  which  these  our  laws  are 
intended,  a man  whose  father  has  cast  him  off  has  no  option 
but  to  expatriate  himself  to  some  distant  land,  as  we  permit  929 
no  addition  whatsoever  to  our  number  of  five  thousand  and 
forty  households.  Hence  to  be  legally  repudiated,  a man 
must  be  disowned  not  merely  by  his  father,  but  by  the  whole 
kindred.  Thus  our  law  will  in  such  cases  provide  some  such 
process  as  this:  If,  with  just  cause  or  without  it,  unhappy 
passion  assail  a man  with  the  desire  to  cast  out  of  his  kin  the 
son  of  his  own  begetting  and  breeding,  he  shall  have  no  licence 
to  do  the  act  incontinently,  without  due  form.  He  shall  first 
summon  his  own  kin,  as  far  as  his  cousins,  and  his  son’s  kin 
by  the  mother’s  side  in  like  manner,  and  lay  his  charges  before 
them,  in  proof  that  expulsion  from  the  kindred  is  no  more  than 
the  accused’s  desert  at  the  hands  of  all,  and  shall  grant  the 
son  equal  facilities  of  pleading  that  he  deserves  no  such  thing. 

If  the  father  prevail  and  can  carry  the  suffrage  of  more  than 
one-half  of  the  kinsmen — those  excepted  who  shall  have  no 
vote,  the  father,  the  mother,  the  defendant  himself,  and  such 
other  persons,  male  or  female,  as  have  not  yet  reached  maturity  1 
— the  father  shall  have  leave  to  renounce  his  son — on  these 
terms  and  conditions  stated,  and  upon  no  others.  If  a citizen 
be  minded  to  adopt  one  thus  repudiated  into  his  own  house 
there  shall  be  no  bar  in  law  to  the  adoption  (life  commonly, 
works  frequent  changes  in  a young  man’s  temper);  but  if  no 
one,  within  ten  years,  show  desire  to  adopt  the  disowned  son, 
the  officers  charged  with  the  care  of  supernumerary  children 
whom  we  destine  for  our  settlement  abroad  shall  take  his  case 
also  under  their  charge,  that  he  may  duly  receive  his  place 
there.  If  disease,  age,  sullen  temper,  or  all  together  derange 
a man’s  mind  with  more  than  common  violence,  though  the 
fact  go  undiscovered  by  all  but  those  who  share  his  daily  life, 
so  that  he  waste  the  family  estate  as  one  that  is  absolute  lord 
of  it,  while  his  son  knows  not  where  to  turn,  and  scruples  to 
bring  his  action  of  lunacy;  in  such  case,  the  law  shall  be  that 

1 Some  small  correction  needs  to  be  made  in  the  MSS.  text  (that  given 
by  Burnet).  Paleographically  the  most  probable  correction,  I believe, 
is  to  read  Stai^ifoneVovt  for  SiaifnjifufojiieVov  in  929  b 7 (Ast),  and  to  insert 
<m>)>  before  ™'Aeioi  in  c 2 (England).  The  sense  is  fortunately  certain. 
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he  must  first  have  recourse  to  the  eldest  of  the  Curators  and 
tell  them  his  father’s  case;  they  shall  make  diligent  inquiry, 
and  then  counsel  him  whether  the  action  shall  be  brought  or 
no;  if  their  counsel  be  to  bring  it,  they  shall,  when  the  case 
comes  on,  serve  the  complainant  both  as  witnesses  and  as 
advocates.  The  father  who  loses  such  action  shall  thereafter 
have  no  power  to  make  any  disposition  of  his  goods  in  the 
smallest  particular,  but  shall  be  treated  as  a child  for  the  rest 
of  his  life. 

If  man  and  wife  be  utterly  estranged  by  their  unhappy  temper, 
930  the  matter  should  in  every  case  be  referred  to  ten  men — Curators 
intermediate  between  the  extremes  in  point  of  age — and  ten 
women,  of  those  who  have  charge  of  wedlock.  If  they  are  able 
to  effect  an  accommodation,  the  arrangements  thus  made  shall 
hold  good,  but  if  the  storm  rages  too  high  within,  they  shall 
seek  the  best  mate  they  can  find  for  either  party.  The  temper 
in  these  cases  is  like  to  be  none  too  gentle,  whence  we  try  to 
match  them  with  partners  of  more  sedate  and  gentle  mood. 
When  the  discordant  parties  have  no  children,  or  too  few,  an 
eye  shall  be  had  also  in  the  new  alliance  to  procreation;  where 
there  are  already  children  in  sufficient  number,  the  end  of  the 
separation  and  new  conjunction  should  be  companionship  in 
age  and  mutual  care  of  one  another.  If  a woman  die  leaving 
children  male  and  female,  our  law  shall  counsel,  but  shall  not 
compel,  her  husband  to  bring  up  the  children  he  has  and  give 
them  no  stepmother;  if  there  be  no  children,  the  husband  shall 
be  bound  to  marry  again,  until  he  have  begotten  children  in 
number  sufficient  for  the  house  and  for  the  State.  If  the 
husband  die  leaving  children  in  sufficient  number,  their  mother 
shall  remain  in  the  household  to  bring  them  up.  But  if  she 
be  deemed  unduly  youthful  to  live  without  a man  and  keep  her 
health,  her  kinsmen  shall  communicate  with  the  women  who  have 
charge  of  wedlock  and  act  as  shall  seem  good  to  themselves  and 
them.  If  there  be  a lack  of  children,  that  point  also  shall  be 
considered ; the  lowest  number  which  shall  constitute  a sufficiency 
in  law  shall  be  one  boy  and  one  girl.  When  the  parentage  of 
issue  is  admitted  and  it  is  to  be  determined  which  parent  the  off- 
spring shall  follow,  if  a slave  woman  have  had  to  do  with  slave, 
free  man,  or  freedman,  the  offspring  shall,  in  every  case,  belong 
to  her  owner ; if  a free  woman  lie  with  a slave,  the  offspring  shall 
be  his  owner’s;  if  master  have  a child  by  his  slave-woman,  or 
mistress  by  her  slave,  and  the  fact  be  notorious,  the  woman’s 
child  shall  be  sent,  along  with  its  father,  by  the  women 
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functionaries,  the  man’s,  with  its  mother,  by  the  Curators,  to 
another  land.1 

Neglect  of  parents  is  that  to  which  neither  god  nor  right- 
thinking  man  will  ever  counsel  any.  A man  should  have  the 
wit  to  see  how  pat  the  preamble  now  to  be  delivered  on  divine 
worship  is  like  to  fit  this  theme  of  respect  and  disrespect  of 
parents.  All  the  world  over  the  primitive  rules  of  worship  are 
two-fold.  Some  of  the  gods  of  our  worship  are  manifest  to  931 
sight;  there  are  others  in  whose  likeness  we  set  up  images, 
believing  that  when  we  adore  the  lifeless  image,  we  win  the 
bountiful  favour  and  grace  of  the  living  god  for  whom  it  stands.2 
If,  then,  a man  have  a father  or  mother,  or  a parent  of  either, 
safe  kept  within-doors  in  the  last  frailty  of  age,  he  should 
remember  that  while  there  is  such  a figure  to  hallow  his  hearth 
at  home,  no  image  can  be  so  potent  for  good,  if  only  the  owner 
give  it  the  rightful  worship  he  should. 

Clin.  Now  what  may  you  mean  by  this  ‘rightful’  wor- 
ship? 

Ath.  Why,  I will  tell  you;  indeed,  my  friends,  ’tis  a theme 
well  deserving  our  attention. 

Clin.  Say  on,  then. 

Ath.  Oedipus,  so  we  commonly  say,  called  down  a curse  on 
his  sons  when  they  showed  him  disrespect,  and  it  is  a familiar 
tale  with  us  all,  as  you  know,  how  fully  heaven  answered  his 
prayer.  And  we  have  the  stories  of  the  cursing  of  Phoenix  by 
his  angry  father  Amyntor,3  and  of  Hippolytus  by  Theseus, 
with  many  another  to  the  same  effect — plain  proof  that  heaven 
will  listen  to  a parent’s  prayers  against  his  children.  In  fact, 
the  curse  of  the  parent  on  the  offspring  is  more  effectual  than 
any  other,  and  ’tis  only  right  it  should  be  so.  If,  then,  ’tis  the 
order  of  things  that  God  is  so  exceeding  quick  to  hear  the  prayer 
of  father  or  mother  when  their  children  show  them  dishonour, 
let  none  conceit  himself  that  when  the  parent  receives  his 
honours,  rejoices  and  delights  in  them,  and  is  moved  to  fervent 
prayer  for  blessings  on  the  children — must  we  not  think,  I say, 
that  Heaven  hears  that  prayer  no  less  than  the  other,  and 

1 The  object  is,  in  the  first  instance,  to  prevent  children  of  servile  origin 
from  getting  any  footing  in  a citizen  family.  Plato  is  also  anxious  to 
discourage  clandestine  concubinage  itself;  hence  the  deportation  of  the 
slave  lover  or  mistress. 

2 Cf.  the  similar  distinction  at  Timaeus,  41  a,  Epinomis,  984  d.  The 
visible  divinities  are  the  stars,  the  ‘invisible’  the  beings  of  the  popular 
mythology. 

3 See  Iliad,  1,  447  ff.  for  the  story  of  Amyntor  and  Phoenix.  The  curse 
inflicted  on  Phoenix  was  that  of  childlessness. 
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dispenses  the  blessing?  Were  it  not  so,  its  blessings  would  not 
be  fairly  dispensed,  a thought  most  unworthy  of  it. 

Clin.  Most  unworthy  indeed. 

Ath.  And  so,  as  I have  just  said,  we  must  believe  that  no 
image  we  can  procure  is  more  precious  in  Heaven’s  eye  than  a 
father  or  forefather  in  the  weakness  of  his  age,  or  a mother  in 
like  case;  when  a man  does  them  worship  and  honour,  there  is 
joy  in  Heaven,  or  their  prayers  would  not  be  heard.  An  ances- 
tor’s person  is,  in  truth,  an  image  of  God  more  marvellous  than 
any  lifeless  statue;  these  living  images  will  always  second  our 
prayers  for  ourselves  when  we  pay  them  worship,  and  pray  in 
the  opposite  sense  when  we  show  them  dishonour,  but  the 
others  can  do  neither  the  one  thing  nor  the  other.  And  so  the 
man  who  bears  himself  as  he  ought  to  father,  father’s  father, 
and  the  rest  of  his  ancestors  will  find  no  other  image  so  effectual 
to  assure  the  favour  of  heaven  as  this  which  he  has  got. 

Clin.  Most  admirably  said. 

Ath.  And  thus  all  right-thinking  men  treat  a parent’s  prayer 
with  fear  and  reverence;  they  know  how  time  and  again  such 
932  petitions  have  been  effectual.  This  being  nature’s  appoint- 
ment, a good  man  finds  his  aged  progenitors  treasure-trove  to 
the  last  breath  of  their  lives,  and  when  they  depart,  the  loss  to 
their  juniors  1 is  most  heavy;  to  evil  men  they  are  cause  for  real 
and  deep  alarm.  Wherefore  I would  have  all  men  listen  to  our 
present  pleadings  and  show  their  parents  all  lawful  honour. 
If  there  should  be  any  whom  ‘fame  attaints’  of  deafness2  to 
a prelude  to  such  strains,  ’twould  be  a fitting  law  against  such 
men  to  decree  as  follows:  If  any  person  in  our  State  be  less  mindful 
of  his  parents  than  he  ought,  not  showing  himself  more  careful 
to  consider  and  comply  with  all  their  wishes,  more  than  those 
of  his  sons  and  other  posterity  whatsoever  and  his  own  also, 
he  that  lies  under  such  neglect  may  report  it,  in  person  or  by 
deputy,  to  the  three  senior  Curators  and  three  of  the  women  who 
have  charge  of  wedlock ; they  shall  deal  with  the  complaint,  and 
chastise  the  criminal  with  stripes  and  imprisonment,  if  still 
young,  that  is,  in  the  case  of  a man,  not  over  thirty  years;  the 
penalty  for  a woman  that  offends  shall  be  the  same  for  a further 
ten  years.  If  persons  beyond  these  years  still  persistently 
neglect  their  parents,  or,  it  may  be  treat  them  ill,  they  shall 
cite  them  before  a court  of  one  hundred  and  one  citizens,  the 

1 1 depart  here  by  one  letter  from  the  text  of  the  MSS  (and  Burnet). 
Winckeknann’s  veott  for  vdoi  in  932  a 3 seems  to  me  nearly  certain. 

2 England’s  emendation  of  (932  a 6)  to  Ku<f>'ov  seems  to  me  certain. 
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most  ancient  we  have.  In  case  of  conviction  the  court  shall 
determine  the  fine  or  other  penalty,  and  shall  not  hold  them- 
selves debarred  from  the  infliction  of  the  utmost  a man  can  be 
made  to  suffer  or  pay.  If  a person  so  ill-treated  be  unable  to 
complain,  any  who  shall  become  aware  of  the  facts  shall  report 
them  to  the  authorities,  or  else  be  deemed  a craven,  and  lie  open 
to  action  at  any  man’s  suit  for  the  mischief.1  If  the  informer 
be  a slave,  he  shall  receive  his  freedom;  if  his  owner  be  the 
party  inflicting  or  suffering  the  injury,  the  magistrate  shall 
pronounce  him  free;  if  another  citizen,  his  price  shall  be  paid 
to  his  owner  from  the  public  purse.  The  authorities  shall  take 
care  that  no  wrong  be  done  him  in  revenge  for  his  information. 

To  come  to  injury  inflicted  by  poisons-,  we  have  dealt  at  large 
with  the  cases  where  death  results,  but  not,  as  yet,  with  lesser 
injuries  arising  from  deliberate  and  intentional  administration 
of  articles  of  meat  or  drink,  or  unguents.  What  gives  us  pause 
here  is  that  mankind  practice  poisoning  in  two  different  ways. 

The  form  we  have  just  expressly  named  is  that  in  which  the 
body  is  hurt  by  the  action  of  some  other  body  in  normal  ways.  933 
There  is  another  form  which  works  by  art  magic,  incantations, 
and  spells,  as  they  are  called,  and  breeds  in  the  minds  of  the 
projectors  the  belief  that  they  possess  such  powers  of  doing 
harm,  in  those  of  the  victims  the  conviction  that  the  authors  of 
their  suffering  can  verily  bewitch  them.  Now  as  to  all  such 
matters  the  true  facts  are  hard  to  learn,  nor,  if  one  could  learn 
them,  would  it  be  an  easy  task  to  convince  another.  And  it 
would  be  labour  lost  to  try  to  bring  conviction  to  minds  beset 
with  such  suspicions  of  each  other,  to  tell  them,  if  they  should 
perchance  see  a manikin  of  wax  set  up  in  the  doorway,  or  at 
the  cross-roads,  or  at  the  grave  of  a parent,  to  think  nothing  of 
such  things,  as  nothing  is  known  of  them  for  certain.  We  shall 
therefore  divide  the  law  of  poisons  into  two  chapters,  according 
to  the  mode  in  which  the  poisoner  makes  his  attempt.  But 
first  we  shall  publish  our  request,  desire,  or  counsel  that  no 
such  attempt  be  made,  that  there  be  among  us  no  working  on 
the  terrors  of  mankind — the  most  part  of  whom  are  as  timorous 
as  babes — and  no  constraint  upon  legislator  or  judge  to  find 
a remedy  for  these  terrors.  The  would-be  poisoner,  we  shall 
say,  imprimis  knows  nothing  of  what  he  does,  nothing,  unless 
he  be  expert  in  medicine,  of  treatment  of  the  body,  nothing, 
unless  he  be  prophet  or  diviner,  of  sorcery.  The  law  of  poisons , 

1 i.e.  for  the  ill-treatment  against  which  he  might  have  given  information. 

His  silence  about  it  is  treated  as  making  him  responsible  for  it. 
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then,  shall  run  to  this  effect:  Any  man  administering  a poison 
to  another,  or  to  persons  employed  by  him,  without  fatal  effect, 
or  with  effects  fatal  or  otherwise  to  his  cattle  or  bees,  and  con- 
victed of  the  offence  of  poisoning  shall,  if  a physician,  suffer 
death,  and  if  a layman,  such  penalty  or  fine  as  the  court  shall 
impose.  And  any  found  to  have  brought  himself  under  suspicion 
of  doing  a mischief  by  the  practice  of  spells,  charms,  incanta- 
tions, or  other  such  sorceries  whatsoever,  shall,  if  prophet  or 
diviner,  have  sentence  of  death;  if  the  conviction  be  for  sorcery 
without  any  help  of  prophetic  art,  he  shall  be  dealt  with  as  in 
the  former  case — the  court,  as  before,  shall  determine  his 
sentence  or  fine  at  its  discretion. 

In  all  cases  of  injury  by  theft  or  robbery  with  violence,  the 
culprit  shall  pay  compensation  to  the  party  injured,  greater  or 
less,  according  to  the  gravity  of  the  mischief  done,  but  in  any 
case  sufficient  to  cover  completely  the  whole  loss  occasioned  by 
his  act;  further,  each  such  culprit  shall  pay  a penalty  imposed 
934  upon  the  offence  by  way  of  correction.1  The  correction  shall 
be  lighter  when  the  offender  has  been  led  astray  by  the  folly  of 
another  to  whose  over-persuasion  he  has  yielded  by  reason  of 
youth,  or  some  other  such  cause,  heavier  when  the  crime  is  due 
to  folly  of  his  own,  failure  to  resist  pleasure  or  pain,  or  the 
pressure  of  desperate  lust,  envy,  or  rage.  The  purpose  of  the 
penalty  is  not  to  cancel  the  crime — what  is  once  done  can  never 
be  made  undone — but  to  bring  the  criminal  and  all  who  witness 
his  punishment  in  the  future  to  complete  renunciation  of  such 
criminality,  or  at  least  to  recovery  in  great  part  from  the  dreadful 
state.  For  all  these  reasons,  and  since  it  has  all  these  ends  in 
view,  the  law  must  take  careful  aim  at  its  mark;  it  must  be 
exact  in  determining  the  magnitude  of  the  correction  imposed  on 
the  particular  offence,  and,  above  all,  the  amount  of  compensa- 
tion to  be  paid.  The  judge  must  have  the  same  task  before  him, 
and  lend  his  services  to  the  legislator,  when  the  law  leaves  it 
to  his  discretion  to  fix  a defendant’s  fine  or  sentence;  the 
legislator,  in  this  case,  is  like  a draughtsman  who  must  design 
the  outlines  of  cases  which  answer  to  the  code.  This  is,  in  fact, 
Megillus  and  Clinias,  what  you  and  I are  now  to  do  to  the 
fullest  extent  of  our  ability:  we  have  to  specify  the  penalties 
to  be  imposed  on  thefts  and  robberies  of  every  kind,  so  far  as 
the  gods  and  their  sons  permit  us  to  legislate  on  the  subject. 

1 In  933  eiol  think  we  should  probably  delete  n-pos  «d<r™  (as  suggested 
by  England).  I suspect  the  words  originated  from  a form  of  the  text  in 
which  the  ?rpoo-eKToi<r<iT<o  of  the  next  line  was  placed  here. 


BOOK  XI 


329 

No  lunatic  shall  be  allowed  to  be  at  large  in  the  community; 
the  relatives  of  such  persons  shall  keep  them  in  safe  custody 
at  home  by  such  methods  as  they  can  contrive,  on  penalty  of 
fine.  The  fine  for  failure  to  control  the  lunatic,  whether  slave 
or  free  man,  shall  be  for  offenders  of  the  highest  property-class 
one  mina,1  for  the  second  four-fifths  of  that  sum,  for  the  third 
three-fifths,  for  the  fourth  two-fifths.  Now  there  are  many 
lunatics  and  their  lunacy  takes  many  different  forms.  In  the 
case  just  mentioned  it  springs  from  disease,  but  there  is  another 
sort  of  lunatics  who  owe  their  madness  to  unhappy  native 
tendency  to  angry  passion  further  strengthened  by  ill  training, 
a kind  of  men  whom  any  trifling  dissension  will  provoke  to 
clamorous  and  scurrilous  reviling  of  each  other,  conduct  always 
and  totally  out  of  place  in  a well-ordered  society.  We  shall 
therefore  have  one  single  law  of  defamatory  words  to  deal  with 
all  such  men,  and  that  law  shall  be  this:  No  person  shall  use 
defamatory  words  of  any  other.  A party  to  a dispute  of  any 
kind  shall  listen  to  his  adversary’s  contention,  and  put  his  own 
before  the  adversary  and  the  company  present  without  scurrility 
of  any  sort.  When  disputants  begin  to  invoke  imprecations 
on  one  another  and  bandy  foul  names,  like  wrangling  vixens,  935 
the  first  result  is  that  such  words,  in  themselves  trifles  light  as 
air,  yield  a heavy  harvest  of  deeds  of  spite  and  hatred.  Passion 
is  an  ill-favoured  thing,  and  the  speaker  who  does  his  wrath 
the  favour  to  feast  it  on  the  poison  it  craves  turns  all  the 
humanity  education  has  fashioned  within  him  into  brutishness 
once  more;  persistence  in  his  morose  rancour  makes  him  a wild 
beast,  and  that  sorry  return  is  all  the  return  passion  makes  him 
for  his  favours.  And  besides,  ’tis  the  common  way  with  all 
men  in  such  encounters  to  be  ever  turning  to  the  utterance  of 
scoffs  at  the  adversary,  a practice  to  which  no  man  ever  yet 
formed  himself,  save  at  the  cost  of  losing  all  gravity  of  character 
or  the  better  part  of  his  dignity.  For  all  these  reasons  no  single 
scoffing  word  shall  be  uttered  by  any  man  in  any  temple  or  at 
any  public  sacrifice,  nor  yet  at  the  public  sports,  nor  in  market- 
place, court  of  justice,  or  any  place  of  public  resort.  The  offence 
shall  be  in  every  case  punished  by  the  official  in  charge,2  on 
pain  of  disqualification  from  all  claims  to  distinction,  as  one  that 
has  no  regard  for  the  law  and  neglects  to  execute  the  legislator’s 
injunctions.  If  a man  indulge  in  such  scurrilities  elsewhere, 

1 1 mina=  100  drachmas. 

2 1 have  followed  England  in  omitting  the  word  mn  (935  b 8),  ‘with 
impunity’.  It  makes  no  good  sense  here  and  was  absent  from  the  original 
text  of  A and  O. 
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whether  he  begin  the  reviling  or  retort  it,  any  bystander,  being 
an  older  man,  shall  uphold  the  law  and  drive  out  with  blows 
him  who  humours  his  bad  companion,1  temper,  or  else  shall  be 
subjected  to  the  appointed  fine.  Now  mark  my  point;  when 
a man  is  entangled  in  a scolding-match,  he  can  say  nothing 
without  seeking  to  raise  a laugh,  and  it  is  the  resort  to  this 
trick  at  the  prompting  of  angry  passion  which  I denounce. 
But  what  follows?  Are  we  lending  our  countenance  to  the 
comedians’  efforts  to  raise  a laugh  against  mankind,  provided 
the  object  of  their  comedies  is  to  attain  their  result,  to  turn 
the  laugh  against  their  fellow-citizens,  without  such  passion? 
Shall  we  draw  the  line  between  sport  and  earnest,  permitting 
men  to  jest  upon  one  another  in  sport  and  without  anger,  but 
absolutely  forbidding  all  such  jesting,  as  we  have  already  done, 
where  it  is  in  downright  earnest  and  charged  with  passion? 
That  proviso  must  certainly  not  be  withdrawn,  but  the  law  will 
proceed  to  specify  the  persons  to  whom  permission  shall  or 
shall  not  be  granted.  No  composer  of  comedy,  iambic  or  lyric 
verse  2 shall  be  permitted  to  hold  any  citizen  up  to  laughter, 
by  word  or  gesture,  with  passion  or  otherwise;  in  case  of  dis- 
936  obedience  the  Presidents  of  the  festival  shall  give  orders  for  the 
offender’s  expulsion  from  the  State’s  territory  within  the  course 
of  the  day,  on  pain  of  a fine  of  three  minae  to  be  paid  to  the 
deity  in  whose  honour  the  festival  is  held.  The  persons  to  whom 
permission  has  already  been  granted  by  an  earlier  arrangement 
to  compose  personal  satire  3 shall  be  free  to  satirize  each  other 
dispassionately  and  in  jest,  but  not  in  earnest  or  with  angry 
feeling.  The  actual  drawing  of  the  distinction  shall  be  left  to 
the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  system  of  juvenile  education. 
If  he  approve  a piece,  its  composer  shall  have  licence  to  produce 
it  in  public;  if  he  disapprove  the  composer  shall  neither  appear 
in  if  himself  nor  train  any  other  person,  slave  or  free,  to  perform 
it,  on  pain  of  being  declared  a bad  citizen  and  a law-breaker. 

The  true  object  of  pity  is  not  the  man  who  is  hungry  or  in 
some  similar  needy  case,  but  the  man  who  has  sobriety  of  soul 

1  In  935  c 6 England’s  eraipw  seems  to  me  a necessary  emendation  for 
the  crc'pw  of  the  MSS.  and  previous  editors.  If  irepui  is  kept,  the  sense 
seems  to  be  ‘him  who  humours  his  angry  passion  by  another  evil  thing’ 
(viz.  mockery  of  his  adversary).  But  this  is  intolerably  frigid. 

2 ‘Iambic’  verse  is  specified  as  a form  historically  appropriated  to  lampoons. 
There  is  apparently  some  small  error  in  the  text  of  935  e 4,  and  Ast’s  trans- 
position of  the  rii/os  (to  stand  before  po vtrCir)  is  highly  attractive. 

3 See  829  c supra.  The  uncertainty  whether  the  comma  should  be 

placed  after  no^iv,  as  by  Burnet,  or  after  does  not  affect  the  sense 

of  the  regulation. 
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or  some  other  virtue,  or  share  in  such  virtue,  and  misfortunes 
to  boot.  Whence  in  a State  where  constitution  and  citizens 
alike  are  even  middling  good,  it  will  be  strange  to  find  any  such 
man,  slave  or  free,  so  wholly  neglected  that  he  comes  to  utter 
beggary.  Such  men  will  be  in  no  danger  if  the  legislator  enact 
the  following  statute.  There  shall  be  no  begging  in  the  State; 
if  any  one  attempt  it  and  seek  to  scrape  up  a living  by  his 
incessant  entreaties,  he  shall  be  expelled  the  market-place  by 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Market  and  the  city  by  the  Urban 
Commission,  and  escorted  over  the  borders  by  the  rural  police, 
that  our  land  may  be  entirely  cleaned  of  such  creatures. 

If  damage  be  done  to  a man's  property  of  any  kind  by  another's 
slave,  male  or  female,  such  person  not  being  himself  contributory 
to  the  charge  by  awkwardness  or  other  ill-management,1  the 
owner  of  the  party  causing  the  damage  shall  either  make  com- 
pensation in  full,  or  surrender  the  person  of  the  culprit.  If 
such  owner  allege  that  the  charge  is  made  by  collusion  between 
the  parties  causing  the  mischief  and  the  party  sustaining  it,  with 
intent  to  defraud  him  of  his  slave,  he  shall  take  proceedings 
against  the  person  alleging  himself  to  have  sustained  damage; 
if  he  win  the  suit,  he  shall  receive  twice  such  price  as  the  court 
may  set  upon  the  slave,  if  he  lose  it,  shall  pay  compensation  for 
the  damage  and  further  surrender  the  slave.  Likewise,  if  harm 
be  done  to  a neighbour’s  property  by  draught-animal,  horse, 
dog,  or  other  animal,  the  owner  shall  pay  compensation  for 
the  damage. 

If  a man  refuse  to  give  evidence,  he  shall  be  served  with  a 
citation  by  the  party  desiring  his  testimony,  on  receipt  whereof, 
he  shall  present  himself  at  the  trial  of  the  case.  If  he  have 
knowledge  of  the  facts  and  is  ready  to  depose  to  them,  he  shall 
then  make  his  deposition;  if  he  deny  all  knowledge,  he  shall 
profess  his  denial  on  oath  by  three  gods,  Zeus,  Apollo,  and 
Themis,  and  be  dismissed  from  the  case.  Any  person  cited  in  937 
evidence  and  not  answering  to  the  citation  shall  be  legally 
liable  to  action  for  damage.  If  a judge  in  the  case  be  called 
up  to  give  evidence,  he  shall  do  so  and  shall  have  no  vote  in 
the  determination  of  such  case.  A free  woman  shall  be  qualified 
to  give  evidence  and  support  a case,2  if  she  have  attained  the 
age  of  forty;  if  she  have  no  husband,  she  shall  further  be  qualified 

1 ‘Other  ill-management’,  as  England  says,  means  here  much  what  we 
call  ‘ culpable  negligence  ’. 

1 The  ‘support  of  the  case’  (< rmr^opaw , 937  a 9)  appears  to  mean  the 
support  given  to  it  by  the  very  act  of  making  a deposition,  since  all 
‘advocacy’  is  expressly  forbidden. 
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to  initiate  a process  at  law,  but  if  she  have  a living  husband,  to 
give  evidence  only.  A slave  of  either  sex,  or  a child,  shall  be 
qualified  to  give  evidence  and  support  a case  only  in  proceedings 
for  homicide,  and  provided  sufficient  security  is  given  that  in 
case  a demurrer  is  lodged  against  the  deposition  as  false,  the 
deponent  will  await  his  trial.1  A plaintiff  or  defendant  making 
an  allegation  of  perjury  shall  put  in  his  demurrer  to  the  whole 
or  part  of  the  testimony  before  the  decision  in  the  case  is 
reached;  the  pleas  of  demurrer  shall  receive  the  seals  of  both 
parties  to  the  suit  and  be  in  the  custody  of  the  officials  for 
production  at  the  hearing  of  the  charge  of  perjury.  A person 
twice  convicted  of  bearing  false  witness  shall  be  under  no  legal 
obligation  to  give  evidence  in  the  future,  a person  convicted 
thrice  shall  be  in  future  disqualified  to  bear  witness.  Any  who 
shall  have  the  front  to  do  so  after  three  convictions  shall  be 
summarily  arrested  upon  information  as  to  fact  by  the  magis- 
trates, who  shall  deliver  him  to  a court,  for  sentence  of  death 
if  convicted.  Whenever  depositions  have  been  thus  judicially 
condemned  by  a decision  that  the  victory  of  the  successful 
litigant  was  due  to  false  evidence,  if  the  condemnation  affect 
half  or  more  of  such  depositions,  the  suit  so  decided  against  a 
litigant  shall  be  annulled,  and  the  issue  shall  be  raised  and 
determined  whether  or  not  the  suit  was  decided  by  these 
depositions;  the  result  of  the  inquiry,  either  way,  shall  finally 
dispose  of  the  original  suit. 

Life  abounds  in  good  things,  but  most  of  those  good  things 
are  infested  by  polluting  and  defiling  parasites.  Justice,  for 
example,  is  undeniably  a boon  to  mankind;  it  has  humanized 
the  whole  of  life.  And  if  justice  is  such  a blessing,  how  can 
advocacy  be  other  than  a blessing  too?  Well,  both  blessings 
are  brought  into  ill-repute  by  a vice  which  cloaks  itself  under 
the  specious  name  of  an  ‘art’.  It  begins  by  professing  that 
there  is  a device  for  managing  one’s  legal  business — in  fact 
that  it  is  itself  a device  for  managing  such  business  of  one’s 
own  and  assisting  another  to  manage  his — and  that  this  device 
will  ensure  victory  equally  whether  the  conduct  at  issue  in  the 
case,  whatever  it  is,  has  been  rightful  or  not.  And  it  then  adds 
that  this  art  itself  and  the  eloquence  it  teaches  are  to  be  had  as 

1 The  procedure  is  Attic.  A party  to  a case  claiming  that  testimony 
put  in  at  the  ‘pre-cognition’  by  the  other  side  is  false  enters  a demurrer 
(eirto-zcrj^is  ^ei^So^aprupiou)  against  it,  and  the  issue  thus  raised  has  to  be 
tried.  The  ‘trial’  which  the  slave  or  minor  has  here  to  give  security  to 
await  is  that  on  this  allegation  of  perjury,  not  that  of  the  original  issue  in 
connection  with  which  the  incriminating  deposition  was  made. 
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a gift  by  any  one  who  will  make  a gift  in  money  in  return.  Now  938 
this  device — be  it  which  it  may,  art  or  mere  artless  empiric 
knack — must  not,  if  we  can  help  it,  strike  root  in  our  society. 

The  legislator  will  call  for  obedient  silence  in  the  presence  of 
Right  and  departure  to  some  other  territory;  to  him  who  com- 
plies the  law  will  have  nothing  more  to  say,  but  to  the  dis- 
obedient its  language  will  be  this:  Any  who  shall  fall  under 
suspicion  of  attempting  to  pervert  the  influence  of  justice  upon 
the  mind  of  a judge,  of  wrongfully  multiplying  suits  at  law,  or 
wrongfully  aiding  others  to  such  suits,  shall  be  liable  to  prosecu- 
tion by  all  who  choose  on  the  charge  of  perversion  of  justice 
or  abetment  of  such  perversion,  as  the  case  may  be.  The  charge 
shall  be  tried  before  the  court  of  select  judges,  and  if  it  result  in 
conviction,  the  court  shall  determine  whether  the  defendant,  in 
its  judgment,  acted  from  ambition,  or  from  greed  of  lucre.  If 
from  the  former,  the  court  shall  fix  a space  of  time  during  which 
the  guilty  party  shall  have  no  right  to  enter  a suit  against  any 
man,  nor  assist  any  man  in  a suit.  If  the  offence  be  found  due 
to  greed  of  gain,  the  culprit  shall,  if  an  alien,  be  expelled  the 
country  on  pain  of  death  in  the  case  of  return,  and,  if  a citizen, 
suffer  death  for  his  insatiate  love  of  lucre.  Also  a second 
conviction  of  commission  of  the  same  offence  from  the  motive 
of  ambition  shall  lead  to  sentence  of  death. 
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941  Ath.  If  an  ambassador  or  envoy  to  a foreign  State  behave  dis- 
loyally in  his  office,  whether  by  falsification  of  the  despatch  he 
is  commissioned  to  deliver  or  by  proved  distortion  of  messages 
entrusted  to  him  by  such  State,  friendly  or  hostile,  as  ambas- 
sador or  envoy,  all  such  persons  shall  lie  open  to  impeachment 
of  the  crime  of  sacrilege  against  the  function  and  ordinances  of 
Hermes  and  Zeus,  and  it  shall  be  determined  what  sentence  or 
fine  shall  follow  conviction. 

Larceny  is  a sordid  thing  and  open  robbery  a flagitious.1  No 
son  of  Zeus  has  ever  had  dealings  in  either;  neither  fraud  nor 
force  is  to  their  liking.  So  let  none  of  us,  if  he  offends  in  this 
■ sort,  suffer  himself  to  be  gulled  by  the  fictions  of  the  poets  and 
fabulists;  let  him  never  fancy  his  pilfering  or  robbing  no  deed 
of  shame,  but  an  act  such  as  is  done  by  the  very  gods  themselves. 
That  is  a tale  with  neither  truth  nor  semblance  of  truth  about 
it,  and  he  that  transgresses  so  is  no  god,  nor  the  son  of  any  god 
at  all.  In  these  things  ’tis  the  legislator’s  business  to  know 
better  than  all  the  poets  together.  So,  if  a man  will  obey  our 
counsel,  ’tis  well  with  him  (and  may  it  ever  be  well!),  but  if 
he  will  not,  why,  then  he  shall  find  a law  up  in  arms  against  him, 
to  this  effect:  For  all  theft  of  public  property,  great  or  small, 
there  shall  be  one  and  the  same  judgment.  For  he  that  steals 
a little  thing  does  his  thieving  with  weaker  hand  but  not  with 
less  lust,  and  he  that  takes  up  a greater,  when  he  had  not  laid 
it  down,  is  guilty  of  the  whole  law.  This  is  why  the  law  deems 
it  fit  that  one  offender  should  be  visited  with  a lighter  doom 
than  the  other — not  that  what  he  stole  was  a lesser  thing,  but 
because  one  may  yet  be  recovered  perchance,  and  the  other  is 
beyond  cure.  Whence,  if  a conviction  for  theft  of  the  public 
property  be  gained  in  the  courts  against  an  alien  or  slave, 
seeing  he  may  yet,  in  all  likelihood,  be  recovered,  the  court 

942  shall  decide  what  sentence  he  must  serve,  or  what  fine  he  shall 

1 Theft  from  private  persons  has  already  been  dealt  with ; the  present 
paragraph  is  concerned  with  the  graver  crime  of  peculation  from  the  State. 
But  it  is  noticeable  that  the  severity  of  942  a is  quite  inconsistent  with  the 
milder  anticipatory  treatment  of  the  crime  of  theft  from  the  public  at 
857  b. 
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pay;  a citizen,  one  trained  as  our  citizens  will  be  trained,  found 
guilty  of  plundering  or  deforcing  his  native  country,  whether 
taken  red-handed  or  no,  shall  suffer  death  as  one  beyond  curing. 

The  organization  of  our  forces  is  a thing  calling  in  its  nature 
for  much  advice  and  the  framing  of  many  rules,  but  the  principal 
is  this— thafino  man,  and  no  woman,  be  ever  suffered  to  live 
without  an  officer  set  over  them,  and  no  soul  of  man  to  learn 
the  trick  of  doing  one  single  thing  of  its  own  sole  motion,  in 
play  or  in  earnest,  but,  in  peace  as  in  war,  ever  to  live  with  the 
commander  in  sight,  to  follow  his  leading,  and  take  its  motions 
from  him  to  the  least  detail;  to  halt  or  advance,  to  drill,  to 
bathe,  to  dine,  to  keep  wakeful  hours  o’  nights  as  sentry  or 
despatch-carrier,  all  at  his  bidding;  in  the  stricken  field  itself 
neither  to  pursue  nor  to  retire  without  the  captain’s  signal;  in 
a word,  to  teach  one’s  soul  the  habit  of  never  so  much  as  thinking 
to  do  one  single  act  apart  from  one’s  fellows,  of  making  life,  to 
the  very  uttermost,  an  unbroken  consort,  society,  and  com- 
munity of  all  with  all  (a  wiser  and  better  rule  than  this  man 
neither  has  discovered,  nor  ever  will,  nor  a truer  art  of  military 
salvation  and  victory).  ’Tis  this  lesson  of  commanding  our 
fellows  and  being  commanded  by  them  we  should  rehearse  in 
the  times  of  peace,  from  our  very  cradles;  anarchy — the  absence 
of  the  commander — is  what  we  should  expel  root  and  branch 
from  the  lives  of  all  mankind,  ay,  and  all  beast-kind  that  is_j 
under  man’s  dominion.  In  especial,  all  the  choric  dances  our' 
people  are  to  learn  must  look  to  gallantry  in  the  field;  the 
same  must  be  the  end  of  all  their  training  in  easy  and  nimble 
movement,  all  their  endurance  of  hunger  and  thirst,  cold  and 
heat,  and  lying  hard;  above  all,  they  must,  to  the  same  end, 
learn  not  to  corrupt  the  native  strength  of  the  head  and  feet 
by  swathing  them  in  artificial  coverings,  and  so  tampering  with 
the  growth  and  function  of  the  head-cover  and  footwear  of 
nature’s  providing.  For  head  and  feet  are  the  body’s  extre- 
mities, and  due  care  of  them  affects  the  whole  body  most 
potently  for  good,  neglect  for  ill;  the  foot  is  the  whole  body’s 
servant  of  servants,  the  head  the  master-member  made  by 
nature  to  contain  all  its  principal  organs  of  sense.  So  much,  943 
then,  for  the  praise  of  the  warrior’s  life  we  would  have  a young 
man  listen  to  [in  fancy] 1 — now  for  the  relative  laws.  A man 
put  on  the  roll  or  assigned  to  any  arm  of  the  forces  shall  perform 

1 1 enclose  the  words  ‘in  fancy’  in  square  brackets  to  indicate  my 
feeling  that  Stallbaum  was  right  in  regarding  the  Sokciv  of  943  a 2 as  a 
scribal  error  for  Jew. 
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his  service.  If  a man  absent  himself  from  cowardice  without 
a discharge  from  his  commanders,  he  shall,  on  the  return  of 
the  forces  from  the  field,  be  impeached  before  the  officers  of 
the  army  for  evasion  of  military  duty,  and  the  verdict  shall  be 
given  by  some  one  branch  of  the  forces — infantry,  cavalry,  or 
other  arm — in  separate  session.  Thus  an  infantryman  shall  be 
brought  before  the  infantry,  a cavalryman  before  the  cavalry, 
a member  of  some  other  force  similarly  before  his  comrades. 
A convicted  person  shall,  imprimis,  be  disqualified  for  life  for 
all  competitions  for  distinction,  and  prohibited  from  laying  an 
impeachment  of  the  same  kind  against  another,  or  speaking  as 
accuser  in  such  cases;  the  court  shall,  moreover,  determine 
what  further  sentence  or  fine  shall  be  inflicted.  Next,  when  the 
charges  of  evasion  of  service  have  all  been  heard,  the  officers 
shall  hold  a second  review  of  all  arms,  and  the  claims  of  all 
candidates  for  awards  of  distinction  shall  be  settled  before  a 
body  of  their  own  mates;  all  evidence  and  commendatory 
testimonials  preferred  by  candidates  shall  relate  exclusively 
to  the  campaign  just  terminated,  and  to  no  previous  service. 
The  prize  in  each  branch  of  the  service  shall  be  a wreath  of 
olive;  the  winner  shall  dedicate  this  wreath  in  such  temple  of 
a god  of  war  as  he  may  prefer,  as  evidence  for  a future  award 
of  first,  second,  and  third-rank  distinctions  for  the  conduct 
of  a whole  life.  A man  going  on  service  but  returning  prema- 
turely before  the  commanders  have  withdrawn  the  forces  shall 
be  liable  to  impeachment  for  desertion  before  the  same  court 
in  which  cases  of  evasion  are  heard,  and  the  penalties  for  con- 
viction shall  likewise  be  as  in  that  case.  A person  bringing  a 
charge  against  another  must,  of  course,  be  most  scrupulously 
careful  neither  intentionally  nor  unintentionally  to  bring  him 
to  unmerited  punishment.  (Justice  is,  indeed,  as  she  has  been 
called,  the  virgin  daughter  of  Conscience,  and  Conscience  and 
Justice  both  are  heart-haters  of  the  false  charge.)  I say  a 
man  must  keep  himself  from  this  and  other  offences  against 
justice,  and  in  especial  in  the  matter  of  loss  of  arms  in  war,  a 
man  must  be  tender  of  bringing  unmerited  judgment  on  the 
innocent,  by  mistaking  an  enforced  loss  for  a shameful,  and 
so  making  it  a reproach.  ’Tis  truly  no  easy  matter  to  draw 
the  line  of  distinction  between  the  two  cases,  and  yet  the  law 
944  should  do  what  it  can  to  distinguish  them.  And  so  we  will 
help  ourselves  out  by  recalling  a legend.  If  Patroclus  had  come 
to  himself  in  the  tent  when  he  had  been  carried  there  without 
his  arms — and  the  thing,  we  know,  has  happened  to  thousands 
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— while  the  gallant  armour  he  had  been  wearing — by  the  poet’s 
tale  it  came  to  Peleus  with  Thetis  as  a nuptial  gift  from  the 
gods — was  in  Hector’s  hands,  the  baser  sort  of  that  day  would 
have  had  their  chance  to  taunt  the  brave  son  of  Menoetius  with 
casting  away  his  arms.1  And  then  there  are  all  the  cases  of 
those  who  have  lost  their  arms  by  falls  from  heights,  at  sea, 
or  when  suddenly  swept  off  their  feet,  under  stress  of  weather, 
by  a swirl  of  waters — or  countless  other  excuses  may  be  con- 
jured with,  to  put  a fair  face  on  a suspicious  misadventure. 
So  we  must  do  our  best  to  discriminate  the  graver  and  uglier 
mischance  from  the  lesser.  There  is  a distinction,  then,  to  be 
made  when  such  epithets  are  used  in  reproach.  It  would  not 
be  fair  in  all  cases  to  call  the  man  one  who  has  flung  his  shield 
away,  though  he  may  be  said  to  have  lost  his  arms.  A man 
who  is  stripped  of  his  shield  by  a considerable  exertion  of  force 
cannot  be  said  to  have  flung  it  away  with  the  same  truth  as 
one  who  drops  it  of  his  own  act;  there  is  all  the  difference  in  the 
world  between  the  cases.  So  we  shall  give  our  law  this  wording: 
If  a man  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  having  arms  in  his 
hands,  do  not  turn  to  try  and  defend  himself  but  intentionally 
throw  down  his  weapons,  or  cast  them  away,  and  thus  choose 
to  purchase  a life  of  shame  by  his  cowardice  rather  than  fair 
and  glorious  death  by  his  valour,  there  shall  be  judgment  for 
the  loss  of  arms  thus  flung  away;  in  the  other  case  above- 
mentioned,  the  judge  shall  hold  careful  inquiry.  Correction 
must  always  be  meted  to  the  bad — -to  make  a better  man  of 
him— not  to  the  unfortunate;  on  him  it  is  wasted.  Now  what 
shall  we  call  a fitting  punishment  for  the  coward  who  throws 
away  weapons  so  formidable  for  his  defence?  A human  judge 
cannot,  indeed,  invert  the  transformation  which  is  said  to  have 
been  wrought  on  Caeneus  2 of  Thessaly;  he,  we  are  told,  had 
been  a woman,  but  a god  changed  him  into  a man.  Were  the  re- 
verse process,  transformation  from  man  to  woman,  possible,  that, 
in  a way,  would  be  of  all  penalties  the  properest  for  the  man  who 
has  flung  his  shield  away.  To  come  as  near  as  we  may  to  this  in 
our  treatment  of  the  craven’s  pitiful  clinging  to  his  life,  and  that 
he  may  have  no  risks  to  take  for  the  future,  but  prolong  his 
life  of  infamy  to  the  last  minute  possible,  our  law  in  these  cases 
shall  run  thus:  If  a man  be  judicially  convicted  of  the  shameful 

1 In  the  well-known  story  of  the  Iliad,  Patroclus  is,  of  course,  only 
brought  back  to  the  tent  of  Achilles  as  a corpse.  The  armour  which  was 
stripped  from  his  body  by  Hector  was  that  of  Achilles. 

4 For  the  transformation  of  the  girl  Caenis  into  the  man  Caeneus,  see 
Ovid,  Met.  xii.  189-209. 
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casting  away  of  his  weapons  of  war,  he  shall  not  again  be 
employed  as  a soldier  nor  assigned  to  any  military  post  whatever 
945  by  any  general  or  other  military  officer.  In  case  of  disregard 
of  this  provision,  the  officer  who  so  employs  the  coward  shall 
be  mulcted  by  the  auditor  of  his  official  accounts  to  the  amount 
of  one  thousand  drachmas,1  if  he  belong  to  the  wealthiest  class, 
five  minae  if  to  the  second,  three  minae  if  to  the  third,  or  one, 
if  to  the  fourth.  And  the  convicted  coward  shall  not  only  be 
discharged,  as  befits  his  unmanly  spirit,  from  all  the  dangerous 
services  that  become  a true  man,  but  shall  further  pay  a price, 
of  a thousand  drachmas  if  he  come  from  the  wealthiest  class, 
five  minae  if  from  the  second,  three  if  from  the  third,  or,  if 
from  the  fourth  class  one,  as  in  the  previous  clause. 

Now  as  to  auditors ,2  what  plan  will  be  the  proper  one  for  us, 
whose  magistrates  have  been  appointed,  some  for  a year  and 
by  the  chance  of  the  lot,  some  for  years  together  and  by  selection 
from  a leet  ? Who  will  be  competent  to  put  the  crooked  in  such 
officers  straight,  if  one  of  them  should  perchance  act  awry  under 
the  crushing  weight  of  his  office  and  his  own  inequality  to  its 
dignity?3  ’Twill  indeed  be  no  light  task  to  find  an  officer  of 
such  supereminent  merit  to  set  over  our  officers  themselves, 
and  yet  the  attempt  to  discover  auditors  of  such  more  than 
human  quality  must  be  made.  For  the  matter,  in  fact,  stands 
thus.  A polity  is  like  a ship  or  a living  organism.  The  dis- 
solution of  the  fabric  hangs  on  a multitude  of  devices  of  one 
character  under  all  their  various  forms,  to  which  we  give 
different  names  in  the  different  cases,  such  as  stays,  girders, 
tendons  of  the  sinews;  one  such,  and  not  the  least  momentous, 
in  the  case  of  a polity,  critical  for  its  preservation  or  utter 
dissolution,  is  that  now  under  our  consideration.  For  if  the 
censors  who  are  to  approve  our  magistrates  are  better  men  than 
themselves,  and  do  their  work  with  flawless  and  irreproachable 
justice,  then  there  will  be  prosperity  and  true  happiness  for  the 
whole  of  nation  and  society;  but  if  aught  is  amiss  with  the  audit- 
ing of  our  magistrates,  then  the  bonds  of  right  which  hold  all 
branches  of  our  social  fabric  together  in  one  will  be  loosened; 

1 1000  dr.  =10  minae. 

2 The  regulation  is  taken  from  Attic  practice,  but  Plato’s  method  of 
appointing  his  auditors,  and  the  extraordinary  powers  and  honours  he 
bestows  on  them  are  his  own. 

3 The  text  of  945  b 6-7  seems  to  me  not  capable  of  absolutely  certain 
reconstruction.  With  some  hesitation,  I follow  England  in  accepting 
Baiter’s  ng  for  ein-jj  in  b 6,  rejecting  Cornarius’s  addition  of  <v>  at  the  end 
of  the  same  line,  and  the  rgv  apxvi'  (absent  from  the  original  text  of  A 
and  O)  in  b 7. 
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every  office  will  be  dismembered  from  every  other,  and  all  will 
no  longer  conspire  in  one  effect;  the  State  will  no  longer  be  one 
but  many,  will  be  filled  with  conflicting  factions  and,  ere  long, 
destroyed.  So  we  must  see  to  it  that  these  auditors  are,  one 
and  all,1  eminent  in  every  sort  of  excellence.  And  so  we  shall 
contrive  their  creation  in  some  such  fashion  as  this.  The  whole 
body  of  citizens  shall  annually,  after  the  day  of  the  summer 
solstice,  assemble  in  a precinct  jointly  dedicate  to  the  sun  and 
to  Apollo  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  before  the  god  three 
men,  each  citizen  presenting  the  man  of  not  less  than  fifty  years 
of  age  whom  he  judges  in  all  respects  (himself  excluded)  the  946 
best.  From  those  thus  first  elected  they  shall  then  select  those 
for  whom  most  votes  have  been  cast,  to  the  number  of  one 
half  (if  the  total  number  be  even — if  it  be  odd,  they  shall  omit 
the  one  name  for  which  fewest  votes  have  been  given),  so  that 
half  the  names,  as  determined  by  the  number  of  votes  cast,  are 
retained.  (If  several  names  receive  an  equal  number  of  votes, 
and  the  half  thus  becomes  too  large,  they  shall  reduce  it  by 
excluding  the  youngest  names  and  retaining  the  others.)  The 
voting  shall  then  be  repeated  until  only  three  names  are  left, 
with  an  unequal  number  of  votes.  (If  the  votes  cast  for  all 
three,  or  for  two  of  them,  be  equal,  they  shall  commit  the  issue 
to  Providence  and  good  fortune,  and  decide  it  by  lot.)  They 
shall  then  crown  the  first,  second,  and  third  competitors  with 
olive;  when  this  distinction  has  been  awarded,  public  pro- 
clamation shall  be  made  in  this  form:  The  State  of  the  Mag- 
nesians,  now  providentially  restored  to  its  old  prosperity, 
hereby  presents  its  three  most  worthy  citizens  to  the  sun,  and 
dedicates  them,  in  accord  with  its  ancient  usage,  as  a choice 
offering  of  first-fruits,  to  Apollo  and  the  sun  in  common  for  so 
long  as  they  shall  give  themselves  to  their  work  as  judges. 
Twelve2  such  auditors  shall  be  created  in  the  first  year,  each 
to  hold  office  until  attaining  the  age  of  five-and-seventy;  there- 
after three  more  shall  be  created  annually.  They  shall  divide 
the  magistracies  into  twelve  groups  and  scrutinize  all  by  the 
application  of  every  test  to  which  a gentleman  can  be  subjected. 

For  their  term  of  office  they  shall  have  their  residence  in  the 

1 According  to  England  navTas,  not  the  navra*  of  earlier  editions,  is  the 
reading  of  A in  945  e 2,  as  it  certainly  makes  the  better  sense. 

4 It  is  plain  that  the  meaning  is  that  at  the  first  institution  of  the  proposed 
system  twelve  of  these  officials  are  to  be  elepted,  but  annually  in  future  only 
three  in  any  one  year,  and  that  there  is  no  question,  as  has  been  sometimes 
supposed,  of  an  original  election  of  three  men,  who  then  co-opt  others. 
Hence  I believe  England  right  in  reading  t<oi>outow  for  tovtous  in  946  c 2. 


THE  LAWS  OF  PLATO 


340 

same  precinct  of  Apollo  and  the  sun  in  which  their  election  was 
held.  They  shall  individually,  or  in  some  cases  conjointly,  hold 
a scrutiny  into  the  conduct  of  all  out-going  officers  of  State,  and 
declare  by  publication  in  writing  in  the  market-square  what 
sentence  or  fine  each  official  should  incur  in  the  judgment  of 
the  board  of  Auditors.  Any  official  claiming  that  their  judgment 
upon  him  is  unfair  shall  summon  the  auditors  before  the  court 
of  select  judges,  and  if  acquitted  of  their  censures,  may,  if  he  so 
pleases,  bring  his  action  against  the  auditors  themselves;  if  he 
lose  his  case,  and  the  sentence  previously  pronounced  against 
him  by  the  auditors  be  that  of  death,  it  shall  simply  stand,  as 
no  more  can  be  done  to  him,  but  any  other  sentence  which  can 
be  doubled  in  the  infliction  shall  be  exacted  two-fold.  You 
must  next  be  told  what  audit  will  be  appointed  for  the  auditors 
themselves,  and  how  it  will  be  conducted.  While  they  are  still 
alive,  as  men  whom  the  whole  community  has  pronounced 
worthy  of  its  supreme  distinction,  they  shall  have  the  foremost 
947  seat  at  all  festivals,  and  further,  the  heads  of  all  delegations 
dispatched  to  inter-Hellenic  sacrifices,  religious  gatherings,  and 
other  such  international  solemnities,  shall  always  be  taken  from 
among  them.  They  shall  be  the  only  citizens  permitted  to 
decorate  themselves  with  the  laurel-wreath.  They  shall  all 
hold  priesthoods  of  Apollo  and  the  sun,  while  the  chief  priest- 
hood shall  every  year  be  enjoyed  by  the  member  of  the  college 
placed  first  at  the  election  of  that  year,  and  the  year  shall  be 
officially  registered  under  his  name,  as  a means  of  dating,  so 
long  as  our  society  survives.  When  they  decease,  the  lying-in- 
state, the  procession  to  the  grave,  and  the  grave  itself  shall  be 
more  distinguished  than  in  the  case  of  other  citizens.  All  the 
draperies  shall  be  white,  and  there  shall  be  neither  dirges  nor 
lamentations,  but  the  bier  shall  be  surrounded  by  a choir  of 
fifteen  maidens  and  another  of  fifteen  lads;  these  choirs  shall 
alternately  chant  a eulogy  on  the  priests  in  the  form  of  a hymn, 
and  this  lyrical  panegyric  shall  be  kept  up  throughout  the  day. 
At  dawn  the  next  day  the  bier  shall  be  conducted  to  the  tomb, 
the  actual  escort  being  one  hundred  of  the  young  men  from  the 
gymnasia,  to  be  selected  at  their  pleasure  by  the  deceased’s 
kinsmen.  At  the  head  of  the  procession  shall  march  the  young 
bachelors,  all  apparelled  in  their  accoutrements — the  horsemen 
having  their  chargers,  the  infantry  their  arms,  and  the  rest  in 
the  like  array;  the  bier  shall  be  immediately  preceded  by  the 
boys,  who  will  sing  their  national  chant,  and  followed  by  the 
maidens,  and  such  married  women  as  are  past  the  time  of 
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procreation.  In  the  rear  shall  come  priests  and  priestesses; 
even  though  they  are  debarred  from  accompanying  other 
funerals,  they  may  follow  this,  as  one  that  imparts  no  defile- 
ment, if  the  Pythian  prophetess  will  add  her  sanction  to  our 
proposal.  The  tomb  shall  be  made  in  the  form  of  an  oblong 
underground  vault  of  tufa,  the  most  indestructible  procurable, 
and  provided  with  couches  of  stone  set  side  by  side.  When  the 
blessed  dead  has  been  laid  to  rest  there,  they  shall  cover  the 
place  with  earth  and  plant  a grove  of  trees  round  it,  but  leaving 
one  end  free,  that  the  burial-place  may  admit  of  extension  at 
this  end,  where  there  will  never  be  earth  over  the  interred. 

And  they  shall  hold  an  annual  contest  in  music,  athletic  exer- 
cises, and  horse-racing  in  their  honour.  These,  then,  shall  be 
the  guerdons  to  be  bestowed  on  those  who  have  stood  their 
audit  and  come  out  clear.  But  if  any  of  them  presume  on  his 
election  and  prove  himself  but  too  human  after  all  by  degenera- 
tion after  his  appointment,  the  law  shall  ordain  that  he  may 
be  impeached  by  any  who  will,  and  the  court  before  which  the 
issue  shall  be  tried  shall  be  formed  as  follows.  It  shall  be 
constituted  of  (1)  Curators  of  Law,  (2)  surviving  members  of 
the  board  of  Auditors  itself,  (3)  the  panel  of  select  judges.  The  948 
verbal  form  of  the  prosecutor’s  impeachment  shall  be:  ‘Such 
a one  is  unworthy  of  his  distinctions  and  the  office  he  holds.’ 

If  the  impeached  be  convicted,  he  shall  forfeit  his  office,  as  well 
as  the  public  burial  and  other  honours  granted  to  him;  but  if 
the  prosecutor  cannot  obtain  a fifth  part  of  the  votes,  he  shall 
pay  a fine,  if  of  the  wealthiest  class,  of  twelve  minae,  if  of  the 
second,  of  eight,  if  of  the  third,  of  six,  if  of  the  fourth,  of  two. 

We  may  well  admire  one  thing  in  Rhadamanthys’  manner  of 
deciding  issues  at  law,  as  the  tale  describes  it — his  perception 
that  the  men  of  his  day  were  so  confident  of  the  manifest 
existence  of  gods — as  well  they  might  be,  according  to  the  story, 
since  most  of  them  at  that  time,  and  Rhadamanthys  among 
them,  had  gods  for  their  parents.  Apparently  he  held  that  a 
judge’s  work  should  not  be  entrusted  to  any  mere  man,  but 
only  to  gods,  and  this  is  why  he  could  decide  the  cases  that 
came  before  him  so  simply  and  rapidly.  He  put  the  litigants 
in  a case  to  their  oath  about  their  assertions,  and  so  had  his 
business  speedily  and  surely  despatched.  In  these  days  of  ours, 
when,  as  we  have  said,  some  men  have  no  belief  whatever  in 
gods,  others  hold  that  they  give  themselves  no  concern  about 
us,  and  the  creed  of  the  worst,  who  are  the  majority,  is  that  if 
they  pay  the  gods  a trifle  in  the  way  of  sacrifice  and  flattery, 
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they  will  lend  their  help  in  vast  frauds  and  deliver  the  sinner 
from  all  sorts  of  heavy  penalties,  in  this  present-day  world,  of 
course,  the  juristic  methods  of  Rhadamanthys  are  no  longer  in 
place.  Men’s  beliefs  about  gods  have  changed,  and  so  the  law 
must  be  changed  too.  A thoughtful  legislator  should  abolish 
the  oath  taken  by  either  litigant  in  the  institution  of  a private 
action;  the  party  instituting  proceedings  should  state  his 
charges  in  writing,  but  take  no  oath  to  their  truth;  similarly  the 
defendant  should  deliver  his  denial  of  the  charge  to  the  magis- 
trate in  writing,  without  swearing  to  it.  It  is  surely  an  awful 
thing,  in  a city  where  lawsuits  are  common,  to  know  perfectly 
well  that  half  or  nearly  half  of  the  inhabitants  are  forsworn, 
and  yet  have  no  uneasiness  about  associating  with  each  other 
at  common  meals  and  on  other  occasions  of  public  and  private 
intercourse.  Our  law,  then,  will  require  an  oath  to  be  taken 
by  a judge  before  delivering  his  sentence;  it  will  command  the 
citizen  who  gives  his  vote  for  the  appointment  of  a public 
official  to  do  so  in  all  cases  either  upon  oath,  or  by  using  a ballot 
949  fetched  from  a consecrated  spot ; 1 similarly,  it  will  require  an 
oath  from  judges  of  choirs  or  other  musical  performers,  and 
presidents  and  umpires  of  gymnastic  and  equestrian  sports,  and 
persons  in  any  similar  position,  where  a false  oath  brings  nothing 
men  commonly  regard  as  profit  to  the  swearer.  But  wherever 
there  is  great  and  manifest  profit  (so  esteemed)  in  denying  the 
truth  and  standing  to  the  denial  on  oath,  the  decision  between 
the  various  contending  parties  must  be  reached  by  legal  process 
requiring  no  oaths.  And  more  generally,  the  presiding  authori- 
ties of  the  court  shall  permit  the  litigant  neither  to  court 
credence  by  swearing  to  his  assertions,  nor  to  support  them  by 
imprecations  upon  himself  and  his  house,  nor  to  indulge  in 
degrading  appeals  for  mercy  or  unmanly  pathos ; they  shall  see 
to  it  that  he  confines  himself  entirely  to  the  statement  of  the 
rights  he  claims,  in  decent  and  reverent  language,  and  gives  a 
like  decent  hearing  to  his  opponent;  in  case  of  breach  of  this 
rule,  the  presiding  officers  shall  regard  him  as  out  of  order, 
and  recall  him  to  relevance  to  the  matter  in  hand.  In  a case 
between  aliens,  however,  the  parties  shall  be  legally  permitted 
to  tender  an  oath  to  the  opponent,  or  accept  such  a tender 
from  him,  at  their  pleasure.  (Remember  that  they  will  not, 
as  a rule,  live  to  old  age  among  us,  or  make  themselves  a nest 
1 i.e.  to  use  for  voting  purposes  a pebble  brought  from  a god’s  altar, 
a ‘consecrated’  pebble.  This  is  tantamount  to  the  taking  of  an  oath, 
as  it  equally  exposes  the  voter  to  the  wrath  of  the  god  whose  altar  has  been 
profaned,  if  the  vote  is  corruptly  given. 
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where  others  of  their  own  type  will  be  bred  up  to  be  naturalized 
in  our  country.)  We  shall  decide  how  all  such  parties  are  to 
initiate  private  suits  against  each  other  on  the  same  principle. 

In  cases  of  disobedience  to  the  State  on  the  part  of  a free  citizen 
— I mean  cases  not  grave  enough  to  call  for  whipping,  imprison- 
ment, or  death — neglect  to  present  oneself  at  the  meetings  of 
a choir,  or  to  take  part  in  a procession,  or  some  other  ceremonial 
or  act  of  public  service1  (e.g.  a sacrifice  in  peace  time,  or  the 
payment  of  a special  levy  in  time  of  war) — in  all  such  cases, 

I say,  the  first  requisite  shall  be  that  the  | 2 loss  be  made  good 
to  the  State,  and  the  disobedient  party  shall  be  required  to 
give  a pledge  to  the  officials  empowered  by  the  State’s  laws 
to  demand  it.  If  the  disobedience  continue  after  the  pledge 
has  been  deposited,  the  articles  so  deposited  shall  be  sold,  and 
the  proceeds  confiscated  to  the  State.  If  still  further  penalties 
be  required,  they  shall  be  suitably  imposed  by  the  officers 
empowered  to  deal  with  the  case  in  question,  who  shall  cite 
the  refractory  parties  before  the  courts,  until  they  consent  to 
obey  orders. 

A State  which  has  no  revenues  except  those  it  derives  from  its 
own  soil,  and  no  commerce  is  bound  to  make  up  its  mind  what 
course  it  should  take  as  regards  foreign  travel  on  the  part  of  its 
citizens  and  admission  of  aliens  to  its  own  dominions.  So  a 
legislator  has  to  open  his  treatment  of  the  subject  with  counsels 
which  he  must  make  as  persuasive  as  he  can.  Now  free  inter- 
course between  different  States  has  the  tendency  to  produce  all 
manner  of  admixture  of  characters,  as  the  itch  for  innovation 
is  caught  by  host  from  visitor  or  visitor  from  host.  Now  this  950 
may  result  in  the  most  detrimental  consequences  to  a society 
where  public  life  is  sound  and  controlled  by  right  laws,  though  in 
most  communities,  where  the  laws  are  far  from  what  they  should 
be,  it  makes  no  real  difference  that  the  inhabitants  should 
welcome  the  foreign  visitor  and  blend  with  him,  or  take  a 
jaunt  into  another  State  themselves,  as  and  when  the  fancy  for 
travel  takes  hold  of  them,  young  or  old.  On  the  other  side,  to 
refuse  all  admission  to  the  foreigner  and  permit  the  native  no 
opportunity  of  foreign  travel  is,  for  one  thing,  not  always 

1 Lit.  ‘liturgy’  (Anroupyiii',  949  d 1),  i.e.  a public  burden  of  any  kind 
laid  upon  the  richer  citizen  as  due  to  the  State  on  account  of  his  superior 
affluence. 

* The  MSS.  text  of  949  d 2-3,  given  by  Burnet,  t5)k  TrpCm\v  avayiaiiv 
Iixttjv  elva.i  rf/i  {Tipias,  can  hardly  be  correct,  unless  larV  is  the  accusative 
of  an  otherwise  unknown  laT^t.  I suggest  iaTjjp',  ‘ the  first  necessity 
must  be  to  make  good  the  loss  ’. 
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possible,  and,  for  another,  may  earn  a State  a reputation  for 
barbarism  and  inhumanity  with  the  rest  of  the  world ; its  citizens 
will  be  thought  to  be  adopting  the  ill-sounding  policy  of  ‘ex- 
clusion of  aliens’  and  developing  a repulsive  and  intractable 
character;  but  reputation,  for  good  or  ill,  with  the  outer  world 
ought  never  to  be  under-valued.  Mankind  at  large  may  come 
far  short  of  the  real  possession  of  virtue,  but  they  are  by  no 
means  equally  deficient  in  the  power  to  judge  of  the  vice  or  virtue 
of  others ; there  is  a wonderful  sagacity  among  the  wicked  them- 
selves by  which  the  very  wickedest  of  them  are  often  enabled  to 
discriminate  better  men  from  worse  accurately  enough  in  their 
thought  and  language.  Hence  it  is  sound  advice  to  give  to  most 
societies  if  one  counsels  them  to  prize  a good  reputation  with  the 
wider  world.  The  one  absolutely  right,  supreme  rule,  in  fact, 
is  first  to  be  genuinely  good  and  then  to  pursue  repute  for  good- 
ness, never,  if  we  mean  to  be  perfect,  mere  reputation  by  itself; 
so  it  will  be  only  proper  for  the  State  we  are  now  founding  in 
Crete,  like  others,  to  earn  the  highest  and  most  illustrious 
reputation  for  virtue  with  all  its  neighbours,  and  we  may  have 
every  reasonable  hope  that  if  our  plan  is  carried  out,  ours  will 
be  one  of  the  few  well-governed  States  and  countries  that  enjoy 
the  beams  of  the  sun  and  his  fellow  gods.  Our  course  in  respect 
of  travels  in  foreign  parts  and  admission  of  aliens  to  our  territory 
should  therefore  be  as  follows.  First,  no  permission  of  foreign 
travel  shall,  in  any  circumstances  whatsoever,  be  granted  to 
any  person  under  the  age  of  forty;  further,  such  permission  shall 
be  granted  to  no  person  for  his  private  occasions,  but  only  to 
yS£  those  travelling  on  business  of  State,  envoys,  embassies,  and 
deputations  to  divers  ceremonies  of  religion.  (It  will  not  be 
proper  to  reckon  absences  in  war  or  field-service  among  these 
occasions  of  State.)  As  it  will  be  our  duty  to  send  deputations 
to  Apollo  of  Pytho  and  Zeus  of  Olympia,  as  well  as  to  Nemea 
and  the  Isthmus,  to  take  their  part  in  the  sacrifices  and  games 
with  which  these  gods  are  honoured,  we  must  do  our  utmost  to 
make  these  deputations  as  numerous,  noble,  and  distinguished 
as  we  can;  they  must  be  composed  of  men  who  will  make  our 
city  illustrious  in  the  gatherings  of  religion  and  peace,  and 
951  cover  her  with  a glory  to  match  her  renown  in  the  field;  on  their 
return^  they-ahalh  explain  to  their  juniors  how  inferior  are  the 
way's- ol  other  nations  to  the  institutions  of  their  own  land. 
There  are  other  commissioners  who  should — with  the  Curators’ 
licence  be  sent  abroad;  they  are  these:  If  we  should  have 
^ citizens  desirous  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  other  peoples  with 
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ampler  leisure,  no  law  shall  stand  in  their  way.  A State  un- 
acquainted with  mankind,  bad  and  good,  will  never  in  its  isola- 
tion attain  an  adequate  level  of  civilization  and  maturity,  nor 
will  it  succeed  in  preserving  its  own  laws  permanently,  so  long 
as  its  grasp  of  them  depends  on  mere  habituation  without 
comprehension.  Among  the  great  mass  of  men  there  are  always, 
in  fact,  some,  though  few,  of  a superhuman  quality;  they  are 
to  be  found  in  States  with  defective  laws  no  less  than  in  States 
with  good,  and  their  society  is  priceless.  An  inhabitant  of  a 
well-governed  State  whose  own  character  is  proof  against  cor-  • 
ruption  should  follow  their  trail  over  sea  and  land  with  a view 
to  the  confirmation  of  such  practices  in  his  own  community  as 
are  sound  and  the  amendment  of  any  that  are  defective.  Indeed  ^ 
without  observation  and  inquiry  of  this  kind,  or  if  it  is  ill  con- 
ducted, no  scheme  of  polity  is  perfectly  stable. 

Clin.  Then  how  would  you  secure  this  pair  of  results? 

Aih.  Why,  thus.  This  observer  of  whom  we  are  speaking 
shall,  in  the  first  place,  be  a man  of  fifty  or  upwards.  Next,  if 
our  Curators  are  to  let  him  reach  other  lands  as  a sample  of 
what  they  can  produce,  he  must  be  of  high  repute,  military  and 
otherwise;  and  the  period  of  his  observations  shall  not  be  pro- 
longed beyond  his  sixtieth  year.  He  shall  spend  such  part  of 
these  ten  years  as  he  pleases  in  his  observations,  and,  on  his 
return  from  them,  shall  report  himself  to  the  Council  entrusted 
with  supervision  of  the  laws.  This  shall  be  a body  composed  ^ 
of  younger  and  senior  members,  and  shall  be  required  to  hold 
daily  sessions  from  daybreak  until  after  sunrise.  It  shall 
contain,  first,  the  priests  who  have  won  distinctions  of  the  first 
rank; 1 next  the  ten  senior  acting  Curators;  next  the  last  elected 
Minister  of  Education  and  any  retired  holders  of  that  office. 
Each  of  these  shall  not  merely  attend  in  person  but  associate 
with  himself  such  younger  person  of  the  age  of  thirty  to  forty 
years  as  he  deems  best.  The  matter  of  the  discourse  held  at 
their  conferences  shall  always  be  the  laws  of  their  own  com- 
munity, with  such  relevant  suggestions  of  moment  as  they  may  952 
learn  from  other  quarters,  and,  in  especial,  all  branches  of  study 
they  may  judge  to  advance  their  inquiries  by  shedding  light  on 
points  of  law  that  would  be  left  unduly  dark  and  perplexed  if 
these  studies  were  neglected.  The  junior  members  shall  give 
all  diligence  to  pursue  any  such  studies  approved  by  their 
seniors,  and  if  any  of  these  assessors  prove  unworthy,  the  whole 

1 For  further  details  about  this  perpetual  ‘Council  of  Public  Safety’, 
see  961  infra. 
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Council  shall  reprimand  him  who  invited  his  presence.  Such  of 
them  as  obtain  a good  repute  shall  be  a target  for  the  observation 
of  the  whole  community;  they  shall  be  the  object  of  its  particular 
care  and  regard,  and  receive  marks  of  honour  or  more  than 
common  disgrace,  according  as  they  do  themselves  credit  or 
fall  below  the  general  average  in  their  conduct.  Now  the 
- observer  returned  from  his  travels  about  the  world  is  to  present 
himself  incontinently  before  this  Council.  If  he  have  met  with 
persons  possessed  of  any  information  about  legislation,  educa- 
tion, or  the  management  of  children,  or,  as  may  also  happen, 
have  brought  back  personal  reflections  of  his  own,  the  results 
shall  be  laid  before  the  whole  Council.  If  they  judge  him  to 
have  come  back  neither  the  worse  nor  the  better,  he  shall  still 
receive  their  commendations  for  his  trouble  and  industry.  If 
much  better,  he  shall,  while  still  living,  be  commended  much 
more  warmly,  and  at  his  death  shall  be  honoured  with  appro- 
priate distinctions  by  the  authority  of  the  Council.  But  should 
• he  appear  to  have  come  home  corrupted  by  his  travels,  he  shall 
not  make  his  assumed  ‘ wisdom  ’ a pretext  for  conferences  with 
_ young  or  old.  If  he  will  obey  orders  in  this  matter,  he  shall 
live  out  his  life  in  privacy;  if  not,  he  shall  have  sentence  of 
death — I mean,  if  a court  convict  him  of  meddling  in  any  matter 
of  education  or  legislation.  If  the  magistrates  neglect  to  bring 
such  offender  before  the  court,  where  cause  for  proceedings  has 
been  given,  the  fact  shall  be  remembered  to  their  discredit  at 
the  award  of  distinctions. 

So  much,  then,  of  parties  who  shall  have  leave  of  foreign 
travel  and  the  terms  of  their  leave;  we  are  next  to  consider  the 
welcome  to  be  given  to  a visitor  from  abroad.  The  foreign 
visitors  of  whom  account  must  be  taken  are  of  four  sorts.  First, 
and  everlastingly,  a guest  who  will  pay  his  incessant  calls,  for 
the  most  part,  in  the  summer,  like  a bird  of  passage;  most  of 
his  kind  are,  in  fact,  just  like  winged  creatures  in  the  way  they 
come  flying  overseas,  at  the  proper  season,  on  their  profitable 
business  errands.  He  shall  be  admitted  by  officials  appointed 
for  his  benefit,  to  our  market-place,  harbours,  and  certain 
0 public  buildings  erected  near  the  city  but  outside  its  walls. 
953  The  officials  will  take  care  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  novelties 
by  these  guests,  and  will  administer  proper  justice  to  them,  but 
shall  keep  their  intercourse  with  them  within  the  strict  bounds 
of  necessity.  The  second  sort  are  observers  in  the  literal  sense 
of  the  word;  they  come  for  the  sights  to  be  beheld  by  the  eye 
and  the  musical  displays  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  ear.  Lodging 


BOOK  XII 


347 

shall  be  provided  for  all  such  visitants  at  the  temples  with  a 
generous  hospitality,  and  they  shall  receive  the  attention  and 
solicitude  of  our  priests  and  sacristans  during  a sojourn  of 
reasonable  length,  but  when  they  have  seen  and  heard  what 
they  purposed,  they  must  depart  without  harm  done  or  received. 
In  case  of  wrongs  done  or  suffered  by  them,  the  matter  shall 
be  adjudicated  upon  by  the  priests,  when  the  claim  does  not 
exceed  fifty  drachmas;  where  the  sum  claimed  is  higher,  the 
case  shall  come  before  the  Commissioners  of  the  Market.  A third 
sort,  who  must  be  entertained  as  guests  of  the  State,  are  those 
who  come  from  other  countries  on  business  of  State.  They  shall 
be  entertained  by  the  generals  and  commanders  of  cavalry  and 
infantry  divisions,  and  by  no  other  persons,  and  the  business 
of  their  entertainment  shall  be  confined  to  the  particular  com- 
mander in  whose  house  such  a guest  receives  lodging,  acting  in 
concert  with  the  prytanes.1  In  the  case  of  a visitant  of  the 
fourth  sort — the  event  will  be  indeed  uncommon,  but  if  we  should 
be  visited  by  a counterpart  of  our  own  observers  from  some  other 
country — he  must,  in  the  first  place,  have  attained  the  age  of 
fifty  at  least,  and  further,  his  avowed  object  must  be  either  to 
see  for  himself  some  excellent  features  superior  to  the  beauties 
to  be  found  in  other  societies,  or  to  reveal  something  of  the 
sort  to  another  State.  Such  a visitor,  then,  shall  need  no 
bidding  to  enter  the  doors  of  our  men  of  ‘wealth  and  wisdom’, 
being  himself  a man  of  these  same  qualities.  I mean,  he  may 
go  to  the  house  of  the  Minister  of  Education,  confident  of  his 
fitness  to  be  guest  to  such  a host,  or  to  that  of  some  man  who 
has  won  the  award  for  virtue.  He  shall  pass  his  time  with  some 
of  these,  imparting  knowledge  and  acquiring  it,  and  when  he 
departs,  it  shall  be  as  a friend  from  friends,  with  suitable  parting 
presents  and  distinctions.  These,  I say,  are  the  laws  by  which 
our  citizens  should  manage  all  reception  of  foreign  visitors, 
male  or  female,  and  despatch  of  their  own  countrymen  to  foreign 
parts.  They  should  show  their  reverence  for  Zeus,  the  stranger’s 
patron,  not  make  meats  and  sacrifices  a device  for  repelling  the 
alien,  as  we  see  the  ‘dusky  brood  of  Nilus’2  doing  to-day,  or 
banish  him  by  barbarian  edicts. 

Any  person  giving  a security  shall  do  so  in  explicit  terms;  he 
shall  set  down  the  whole  transaction  in  a legal  document,  and 

1 The  persons  intended  by  this  Attic  technical  name  are  the  members  of 
the  committees  described  above  at  758  b-d. 

- Cf.  Genesis,  xliii  33:  ‘the  Egyptians  might  not  eat  bread  with  the 
Hebrews;  for  that  is  an  abomination  unto  the  Egyptians.’ 
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in  the  presence  of  witnesses,  to  the  number  of  three  at  the  least, 
if  the  sum  concerned  be  not  more  than  a thousand  drachmas, 
954  or  five  at  the  least  if  it  be  higher.  Also  the  broker  at  a sale  shall 
be  security  for  a seller  who  has  no  sound  title  to  the  article  sold, 
or  cannot  guarantee  delivery,  and  an  action  shall  lie  against 
broker  no  less  than  against  vendor. 

A person  proposing  to  search  for  stolen  goods  on  another’s 
premises  shall  first  strip  to  his  shirt  and  lay  aside  his  belt,  and 
shall  also  have  made  oath  by  the  gods,  as  required  by  law,  that 
he  honestly  expects  to  find  his  goods.  The  other  party  shall 
permit  the  search,  which  shall  extend  to  sealed,  as  well  as  to 
unsealed,  receptacles.  If  one  party  desire  to  make  a search 
and  the  other  refuse  permission,  the  party  so  repelled  shall  lay 
an  action,  specifying  the  value  of  the  missing  goods,  and  the 
defendant  shall,  on  conviction,  pay  twice  the  amount  as  speci- 
fied. If  the  owner  of  the  house  be  absent  from  home,  the 
occupants  shall  permit  the  search  of  unsealed  receptacles; 
sealed  receptacles  shall  be  countersealed  by  the  searcher  and 
left  for  five  days  under  such  guard  as  he  pleases.  If  the  absence 
of  the  owner  is  further  prolonged,  the  searcher  shall  call  in  the 
Urban  Commissioners  and  prosecute  his  search;  the  sealed 
receptacles  themselves  shall  be  opened,  but  shall  be  afterwards 
re-sealed  as  before  in  the  presence  of  the  household  and  the 
Commissioners. 

In  cases  of  disputed  title  there  shall  be  the  following 1 limits  of 
time,  beyond  which  a possessor’s  title  shall  no  longer  be  liable 
to  question.  In  this  Cretan  city  there  can  be  no  such  thing  as 
a disputed  title  to  a landed  estate  or  a dwelling-house;  as  to 
other  property  of  which  a man  may  be  possessed,  when  the 
possessor  of  an  article  makes  open  use  thereof  in  town,  market- 
square,  and  temples  no  counter-claim  being  advanced,  then,  if 
another  profess  to  be  looking  for  the  article  during  this  period, 
while  the  possessor  is  plainly  making  no  concealment  thereof, 
if  the  possession  on  the  one  side  and  search  on  the  other  have 
continued  for  a year,  after  the  expiry  of  such  year  no  one  shall 
have  legal  right  to  claim  such  article.  If  the  article  be  in  open 
use  on  a country  estate,  though  not  in  town  or  market-place, 
and  no  claimant  appear  with  five  years,  no  man’s  claim  to  such 
article  shall  thenceforth  be  entertained.  If  the  article  be  in 
use  within-doors,  and  in  the  town,  the  term  of  prescription 

1 The  sentence  as  it  stands  in  the  MSS.  has  no  predicate,  and  would  have 
to  be  regarded  as  a mere  ‘heading’,  Prescription.  But  the  Si  found  after 
xpivov  in  954  c 3 seems  to  be,  as  remarked  by  W.  R.  Paton,  the  trace  of  a 
predicative  oSe,  and  I translate  accordingly. 
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shall  be  three  years,  or  for  an  article  thus  held  in  undisclosed 
possession  on  a man’s  country  estate,  ten.  If  the  article  be  in 
some  other  country,  at  whatever  time  it  may  be  found,  pre- 
scription shall  be  no  bar  to  the  claim  of  the  finder. 

If  a man  forcibly  hinder  the  presence  of  a litigant  or  his  witnesses 
in  the  courts,  and  the  party  thus  hindered  be  a slave,  his  own  or 
another’s,  the  suit  shall  be  declared  null  and  void ; if  the  party  955 
hindered  be  a free  man,  the  offender  shall  further  undergo  a 
year’s  imprisonment,  and  shall  be  liable  to  action  for  kidnapping 
at  the  instance  of  any  who  pleases.  If  a man  forcibly  prevent 
the  presence  of  a rival  competitor  at  any  gymnastic,  musical, 
or  other  contest,  any  who  may  please  shall  inform  the  Presidents 
of  the  contest,  and  they  shall  set  the  intending  competitor  free 
to  enter  the  contest.  In  a case  where  this  is  impossible,  if  the 
party  hindering  the  appearance  of  a competitor  prove  victorious, 
the  Presidents  shall  award  the  prize  to  the  competitor  so 
hindered,  and  inscribe  his  name  as  victorious  in  such  temples 
as  he  pleases ; the  party  causing  the  hindrance  shall  be  forbidden 
to  commemorate  such  a contest  by  dedication  or  inscription, 
and  shall  be  equally  liable  to  an  action  for  damage  whether  he 
be  defeated  in  the  competition  or  successful. 

If  a man  knowingly  receive  stolen  goods,  he  shall  be  liable  to 
the  same  penalties  as  the  thief;  the  sentence  for  reception  of  an 
exile  shall  be  death. 

All  citizens  shall  regard  a friend  or  enemy  of  the  State  as 
their  own  personal  friend  or  enemy.  Any  person  making  peace 
or  war  with  any  parties  independently  of  the  commonwealth 
shall  likewise  incur  the  pain  of  death.  If  a section  of  the  State 
make  peace  or  war  with  any  on  its  own  account,  the  generals 
shall  bring  the  authors  of  the  measure  before  a court,  and  the 
penalty  for  conviction  shall  be  death. 

The  servants  of  the  nation  are  to  render  their  services  without 
any  taking  of  presents,  and  there  shall  be  no  glosing  of  the 
practice,  nor  accepting  of  the  principle  that  ‘a  present  should 
be  taken  for  a good  deed,  though  not  for  an  ill’.  To  form  your 
judgment  and  then  abide  by  it  is  no  easy  task,  and  ’tis  a man’s 
surest  course  to  give  loyal  obedience  to  the  law  which  commands 
‘ do  no  service  for  a present’.  The  disobedient  shall,  if  convicted, 
die  without  ceremony. 

As  concerns  payment  to  the  public  Treasury,  every  man  must 
have  his  estate  valued,  and  that  for  more  reasons  than  one, 
but  the  members  of  every  tribe  shall  also  furnish  the  Rural 
Commission  with  a written  record  of  each  year’s  produce  that 
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the  exchequer  may  be  free  to  choose  at  its  pleasure,  between  the 
two  methods  of  raising  its  revenue,  as  the  authorities  will  con- 
sider annually  whether  they  shall  exact  some  fraction  of  the 
capital  valuation  or  some  part  of  the  annual  income,  exclusive 
of  the  cost  of  the  public  table. 

A modest  man’s  gifts  in  the  way  of  offerings  to  the  gods  should 
themselves  be  modest.  Now  the  soil  and  the  household  hearth- 
stone are  sacred,  in  our  universal  conviction,  to  all  gods  that  are. 
No  man,  then,  shall  reconsecrate  what  is  dedicated  already. 
In  other  societies  you  will  find  gold  and  silver  in  temples  as 
well  as  in  private  houses,  but  they  are  possessions  which  breed 
956  ill-will  against  their  owner;  ivory — a body  that  soul  has  for- 
saken— is  no  clean  offering;  bronze  and  iron  are  tools  of  battle. 
But  any  man,  at  his  pleasure,  may  dedicate  in  our  public  temples, 
an  image  of  wood,  carved  in  one  piece,  or  of  stone  similarly 
fashioned,  or  a piece  of  woven  work,  not  exceeding  what  one 
woman  can  finish  in  a month.  White  is  the  colour  most  proper 
for  the  gods,  in  tapestry  as  in  other  materials;  dyes  are  not 
to  be  used  except  for  military  adornment.  The  most  pious 
presents  we  can  offer  the  gods  are  birds  and  figures  on  such  scale 
that  they  can  be  finished  by  one  artist  in  one  day;  our  other 
offerings  shall  be  on  the  model  of  these. 

We  have  now  spoken  of  the  sections  into  which  our  whole 
city  must  be  divided — their  number  and  nature — and  done 
what  we  may  to  prescribe  laws  for  all  its  chief  business  trans- 
actions; it  remains  to  constitute  our  justiciary.  Our  tribunal 
of  first  instance  will  consist  of  judges  appointed  by  the  concur- 
rent choice  of  defendant  and  plaintiff;  arbitrators  would  be 
a more  appropriate  name  for  them.  The  second  court  shall 
be  formed  from  fellow-villagers  and  tribesmen  (each  tribe  being 
subdivided  into  twelve).  If  no  decision  can  be  reached  at  the 
first  stage,  the  litigants  shall  continue  their  contention  before 
these  judges,  but  the  stake  will  be  increased ; the  defendant,  if 
worsted  a second  time,  shall  pay  the  award  imposed  in  the 
original  suit  with  an  additional  fifth.  If  he  be  ill-content  with 
his  judges  and  desire  to  contest  the  case  a third  time,  he  shall 
take  it  before  the  select  judges,  and  shall,  if  worsted  once 
more,  pay  the  original  award  with  an  additional  half.  A 
plaintiff  who  will  not  sit  down  with  a defeat  in  the  primary 
court  but  carries  the  case  to  the  second  shall,  if  successful, 
receive  the  additional  fifth,  but,  if  defeated,  shall  pay  the  same 
fraction  of  the  sum  under  dispute.  If  the  antagonists  refuse 
to  submit  to  the  earlier  judgments  and  take  the  case  to  the 
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third  court,  the  defeated  party  shall  pay,  if  he  be  the  defendant, 
the  first  award  with  an  additional  half,  as  already  enacted, 
and  if  plaintiff,  the  half  only.  For  what  concerns  balloting 
for  juries  and  filling  vacancies  on  them,  the  provision  of  a staff 
for  the  different  courts  and  the  intervals  at  which  sessions  shall 
be  held,  the  manner  of  taking  the  vote,  the  adjournment  of 
the  court,  and  other  such  necessary  details  of  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  (as,  for  example,  determination  of  the  order  in 
which  suits  shall  be  heard,  the  rules  of  compulsory  answers  to 
interrogatories  and  compulsory  attendance  in  court,1  and  the 
like  generally),  the  matter  has  been  dealt  with  already,2  but 
’tis  no  ill  deed  to  repeat  a sound  maxim  or  even  to  state  it  a 
third  time.  In  a word,  all  such  minor  and  simple  details  of  957 
legal  procedure  may  be  left  by  our  aged  legislator  for  his  younger 
successors  to  fill  in.  Here,  then,  we  have  a fair  model  for  the 
composition  of  courts  to  adjudge  private  disputes;  for  tribunals 
in  affairs  of  common  and  public  concern  and  courts  which  are  to 
subserve  the  magistrate  in  the  exercise  of  his  function,  many 
communities  already  possess  decorous  institutions  derived  from 
excellent  authors  and  our  Curators  must  construct  out  of  this 
material  a scheme  suited  to  the  polity  now  in  process  of  birth. 
They  shall  compare  these  institutions  and  amend  them  in  the 
light  of  their  personal  experience  until  they  judge  them  to  be 
all  sufficiently  perfected ; then  only  will  they  take  the  last  step, 
stamp  them  as  wholly  immutable,  and  put  them  into  practice 
for  all  time  to  come.  For  the  silence  and  decorum  of  speech  to 
be  observed  by  the  judges,  and  their  contrary,  as  for  our  diver- 
gences from  the  various  standards  of  right,  good,  honour  in 
other  societies,  something  has  been  said  of  this  already,  and  we 
shall  find  more  to  say  in  the  close.  He  that  would  show  him- 
self a righteously  equal  judge  must  keep  these  matters  before 
his  eyes;  he  must  procure  books  on  the  subject,  and  must  make 
them  his  study.  There  is,  in  truth,  no  study  whatsoever  so 
potent  as  this  of  law,  if  the  law  be  what  it  should  be,  to  make  a 
better  man  of  its  student— else  ’twould  be  for  nothing  that  the 
law  that  so  stirs  our  worship  and  wonder  bears  a name  so 
cognate  with  that  of  understanding.  Furthermore,  consider  all 
other  discourse,  poesy  with  its  eulogies  and  its  satires,  or  utter- 
ances in  prose  (whether  in  literature  or  in  the  common  converse 
of  daily  life),  with  their  contentious  disagreements  and  their 

1 The  meaning  of  the  word  used  here,  irapa/coro/Sao-eun',  a word  which 
occurs  nowhere  else,  is  not  certainly  known. 

* See  especially  846  b-e. 
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too  often  unmeaning  admissions:  the  one  certain  touchstone  of 
all  is  the  text  of  the  legislator.  The  good  judge  will  possess  the 
text  within  his  own  breast  as  an  antidote  against  other  discourse, 
and  thus  he  will  be  the  State’s  preserver  as  well  as  his  own. 
He  will  secure  in  the  good  the  retention  and  increase  of  their 
rectitude,  and  in  the  evil,  or  those  of  them  whose  vicious  prin- 
ciples admit  remedy,  will  promote,  so  far  as  he  can,  conversion 
from  folly,  from  profligacy,  from  cowardice,  in  a word,  from 
all  forms  of  wrong.  As  for  those  who  are  fatally  attached  to 
958  such  principles,  if  our  judges  and  their  superiors  prescribe 
death  as  the  cure  for  a soul  in  that  state,  they  will,  as  has  been 
more  than  once  said  already,  deserve  the  praise  of  the  com- 
munity for  their  conduct. 

When  the  suits  of  the  year  have  been  carried  through  to  their 
final  adjudication,  the  law  as  to  execution  of  judgment  shall  be 
this.  First,  the  magistrate  delivering  judgment  shall  make  an 
assignment  to  the  successful  litigant  of  all  the  goods  of  the 
unsuccessful  party,  except  such  as  he  must  necessarily  be  allowed 
to  retain,  and  this  shall  be  done,  in  every  case,  immediately 
upon  the  delivery  of  the  verdict,  through  the  crier  of  the  court, 
in  the  presence  of  the  judges.  On  the  expiry  of  the  month 
following  that  wherein  a suit  is  tried,  if  no  discharge  have  been 
obtained  from  the  victorious  litigant  to  the  satisfaction  of  both 
parties,  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  suit  was  tried  shall, 
at  the  instance  of  the  victor,  enforce  delivery  to  him  of  the 
goods  of  the  loser.  If  these  prove  insufficient  to  meet  the 
obligation,  and  the  deficiency  amount  to  one  drachma  or 
upwards,  the  loser  shall  be  deprived  of  all  right  to  institute 
a suit  against  any  person  whatsoever,  until  he  have  first  dis- 
charged in  full  his  debt  to  the  victor,  other  parties  retaining 
their  full  rights  to  institute  proceedings  against  such  debtor. 
Any  person  thus  cast  obstructing  the  action  of  the  court  which 
condemned  him  shall  be  brought  by  the  magistrates  so  obstructed 
before  the  court  of  the  Curators,  and  any  person  convicted  on 
such  a charge  shall  suffer  death  as  one  that  would  undo  our 
whole  society  and  its  law. 

Now  to  proceed:  when  a man  has  been  born  into  the  world 
and  brought  up  to  manhood,  has  begotten  his  children  and 
brought  them  up,  has  played  his  part  duly  in  the  transaction 
of  affairs,  offering  compensation  to  any  to  whom  he  had  done 
an  injury  and  accepting 1 such  compensation  from  another,  and 

1 As  a point  of  syntax  ought  not  e/cAa/3oim  (958  d 2)  to  be  corrected  to 

e «Aa  < /a  > /3  <ai'>  o^ri . 
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has  so  come  in  due  course  to  law-respecting  old  age,  the  natural 
close  will  be  his  decease.  As  to  the  deceased,  then,  whether 
male  or  female,  full  authority  to  prescribe  the  offices  of  piety 
it  will  be  proper  to  perform  towards  deities  of  the  underworld 
or  of  our  own  shall  be  given  to  the  interpreters  of  religious  law. 

But  there  must  be  no  grave  or  tomb,  whether  great  or  small, 
on  any  site  capable  of  cultivation:  they  must  fill  up  the  places 
where  our  soil  is  naturally  fitted  only  for  this  one  purpose  of 
receiving  and  concealing  the  bodies  of  the  departed  with  least 
inconvenience  to  the  living;  where  earth,  a true  mother  to  us 
in  the  matter,  is  minded  to  yield  sustenance  for  us,  our  living 
shall  not  be  cheated  of  the  benefit  by  any  man,  living  or  dead. 

The  mound  of  earth  shall  not  be  made  higher  than  can  be  done 
by  five  men  within  five  days,  and  no  stone  shall  be  erected 
upon  it  larger  than  is  needed  to  receive,  at  the  outside,  the 
customary  four  hexameter  verses  in  commendation  of  the  life 
of  the  deceased.  The  lying-in-state  in  the  house  shall,  in  the  959 
first  place,  be  prolonged  only  for  the  time  needed  to  distinguish 
between  a swoon  and  a genuine  death;  the  general  rule  will 
thus  be  that  a man  may  properly  be  conveyed  to  the  grave  on 
the  third  day  after  his  decease.  And  our  faith  in  the  legislator 
should  extend  particularly  to  his  statements  when  he  tells  us 
that  soul  is  utterly  superior  to  body,  and  that  what  gives  each 
one  of  us  his  being  is  nothing  else  but  his  soul,  whereas  the  body 
is  no  more  than  a shadow  which  keeps  us  company;  so  ’tis  well 
said  of  the  deceased  that  the  corpse  is  but  a ghost,  the  real  man 
— the  undying  thing  called  the  soul — -departs  to  give  account 
to  the  gods  of  another  world,  even  as  we  are  taught  by  ancestral 
tradition — an  account  to  which  the  good  may  look  forward 
without  misgiving,  but  the  evil  with  grievous  dismay.  Whence, 
the  legislator  will  add,  we  can  do  very  little  to  help  a man 
when  he  is  once  dead.  The  help  should  have  been  given  by  all 
connected  with  him  while  he  was  still  alive,  and  it  should  have 
aided  him  to  pass  life,  while  it  lasted,  in  all  rectitude  and 
purity,  and  at  death  to  escape  the  vengeance  of  the  world  to 
come  on  grave  sin.  Now  since  things  stand  thus  with  us,  we 
should  never  waste  our  substance  in  the  fancy  that  he  who 
was  so  much  to  us  is  this  bulk  of  flesh  that  is  being  committed 
to  its  grave,  and  not  the  real  man — the  son,  or  brother,  or 
other  lamented  kinsman  we  fancy  ourselves  to  be  burying — 
who  has  left  us,  to  continue  and  fulfil  his  own  destiny;  our 
duty,  we  must  think,  is  rather  to  make  the  best  of  the  case  and 
to  keep  expenditure  on  what  is,  as  it  were,  an  altar  of  the  dead 
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about  which  no  spirit  hovers,  within  modest  bounds,  and  the 
oracle  which  may  best  declare  what  modesty  is  is  the  voice  of 
the  legislator.  Our  law,  then,  shall  be  this:  Modest  expenditure 
shall  mean  an  outlay  upon  the  whole  ceremonies  of  burial 
which  must  not  exceed  five  minae  for  a person  of  the  wealthiest 
class,  three  for  one  of  the  second,  two  for  one  of  the  third,  one 
for  one  of  the  fourth.  It  will  be  by  no  means  the  least  of  the 
• many  inevitable  duties  and  cares  of  Curators  to  give  their  life 
to  the  supervision  of  children,  adults,  and  persons  of  all  ages; 
in  especial,  at  his  death  every  man  shall  be  put  under  the  care 
of  a particular  Curator  to  be  called  in  as  supervisor  by  the 
household  of  the  deceased,  to  whose  credit  it  shall  count  if  the 
funeral  ceremonies  are  conducted  with  propriety  and  modera- 
tion, and  who  shall  be  discredited  by  any  impropriety.  The 
lying-in-state  and  like  matters  shall  be  regulated  by  the  custom 
in  such  things,  but  custom  must  bow  to  the  legislation  of  the 
statesman  in  the  points  I shall  now  specify.  To  command  or 
960  forbid  tears  to  be  shed  over  the  departed  would  be  unseemly, 
but  it  shall  be  forbidden  to  utter  dirges  over  him,  or  to  let  the 
noise  of  the  mourning  be  audible  outside  the  house;  we  shall 
also  prohibit  the  carrying  of  a corpse  through  the  public  streets 
and  the  raising  of  cries  as  the  mourners  traverse  them,  and  the 
party  must  be  beyond  the  city-wall  before  daybreak.  These 
are  the  regulations  we  shall  impose  in  the  matter;  compliance 
therewith  will  secure  a man  from  all  penalty,  disobedience  shall 
be  visited  by  one  of  the  Curators  with  a penalty  to  be  approved 
by  the  whole  body.  Further  rites  of  sepulture,  as  also  the  acts 
which  involve  loss  of  the  right  to  sepulture — parricide,  sacrilege, 
and  others- — have  already  been  made  matters  of  legislation, 
and  we  may  accordingly  say  that  our  code  is  substantially 
completed.  But  the  end  of  an  enterprise  is  never  reached  by 
the  mere  performance  of  the  act,  acquisition  of  the  possession, 
or  establishment  of  the  foundation;  we  must  never  take 
. ourselves  to  have  done  all  there  was  to  do  until  we  have  pro- 
' vided  a complete  and  permanent  guarantee  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  work;  until  then  we  should  regard  our  whole 
achievement  as  unfinished. 

Clin.  Very  true,  sir.  But  I could  wish  for  further  light  on 
the  application  of  that  last  observation. 

Ath.  Why,  look  you,  Clinias,  there  is  good  sense  in  many  of 
our  old  household  phrases,  and  not  least  in  the  designations 
men  have  given  to  the  Fates. 

Clin.  How  so? 
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Ath.  We  are  told  that  the  first  of  them  is  called  Lachesis, 
the  second  Clotho,  and  the  third,  she  who,  in  fact,  makes  the 
result  fast,  Atropos,  with  an  allusion  to  the  . . -1  which  makes 
the  spinning  irreversible.  So  likewise,  the  need  of  a State  or 
constitution  is  not  merely  for  provision  for  bodily  health  and 
preservation,  but  for  the  presence  of  loyalty  to  law  in  the  soul, 
or  rather  for  the  abiding  preservation  of  its  law.  And  this, 

I believe,  is  the  one  thing  still  manifestly  lacking  to  our  own 
laws,  some  means  of  ensuring,  so  far  as  we  can,  this  rightful 
irreversibility. 

Clin.  A serious  deficiency,  too,  in  any  achievement,  if  it  is 
really  impossible  to  give  it  such  a character. 

Ath.  Nay,  the  thing  is  certainly  possible,  as  I can  now  see 
quite  plainly. 

Clin.  Then  we  must  on  no  account  relinquish  our  work 
without  performing  this  same  service  for  our  proposed  code; 
you  know  it  is  always  ridiculous  to  waste  one’s  pains  by  building 
on  insecurely  laid  foundations. 

Ath.  Well  reminded;  you  will  find  me  in  accord  with  you 
there. 

Clin.  I am  very  glad  to  hear  it.  Well  then,  what,  let  me  ask 
you,  is  to  be  this  safeguard  for  our  system  and  its  laws?  How 
do  you  propose  to  effect  it  ? 

Ath.  Why,  did  we  not  say  that  our  State  must  have  a Council  961 
which  would  be  constituted  in  some  such  fashion  as  this?  The  z. 
ten  senior  acting  Curators  of  Law  and  the  whole  body  of  persons 
who  had  won  supreme  distinction  were  to  meet  in  council; 
further,  any  persons  who  had  travelled  into  foreign  parts  to 
inquire  into  any  capital  invention  for  the  preservation  of  law  «- 
they  might  hear  of,  and  had  returned,  were  to  be  examined  by 
this  body  and  pronounced,  on  approval,  worthy  of  association 
with  it.2  Furthermore,  each  member  was  to  bring  with  him 
one  younger  man,  not  being  under' the  age  of  thirty,  and  present 
him  to  his  colleagues,  though  not  until  he  had  personally  judged 
him  worthy  of  the  honour  by  his  parts  and  education:  if  the 
approval  of  the  whole  board  were  obtained,  the  young  man  was 
to  be  received  as  an  associate;  if  not,  his  original  nomination 

1 dnflKao'fjLei'a  rfj  rdiv  k\oio'04vto>v  r iZ  irvpl  rrjv  dpcrdm  potfrov  direpya^op.cvoji' 

Swapiv,  960  c 9 -d  i.  The  words  cannot  be  construed  and  there  is  some 
corruption.  I believe  Ast  was  right  in  reading  anepya(op^ril  and  that  other- 
wise the  text  is  sound  except  for  the  unintelligible  t<S  irvpl.  No  ‘emenda- 
tion’ of  these  words  convinces  me,  and  I therefore  leave  a gap. 

J In  961  a 6 I retain  the  text  of  the  MSS.  with  Burnet,  but  remove  his 
comma  after  Mfa*. 
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was  to  be  kept  a profound  secret  from  every  one,  and  par- 
ticularly from  himself.  The  Council  was  to  hold  its  meetings 
before  daybreak,  the  time,  above  all  others  when  a man  is 
always  freest  from  all  other  business,  private  or  public.  I think 
this  was  much  the  substance  of  what  we  said. 

Clin.  You  are  right,  it  was. 

Ath.  Then  I will  go  back  to  the  subject  of  this  Council  and  this 
is  what  I would  affirm  about  it.  If  it  is  cast  out,  so  to  say,  as 
a sheet-anchor  of  State,  furnished  with  all  its  proper  appur- 
tenances, it  will  prove  the  safeguard  of  all  our  hopes. 

Clin.  And  how  so? 

Ath.  Ah,  there  is  the  critical  point  at  which  you  and  I have 
to  do  our  uttermost  to  advise  rightly. 

Clin.  Admirably  said ; but  pray  put  the  purpose  into  execution. 

Ath.  Well  then,  Clinias,  we  have  to  discover  what  is  the 
fitting  protector  for  anything  in  all  its  various  activities.  In 
a living  organism,  for  instance,  it  is,  above  everything  else,  the 
soul  and  head  which  are  designed  to  this  function. 

Clin.  Once  more,  how  so? 

Ath.  Why,  you  know,  it  is  the  perfection  of  these  two  that 
guarantees  the  preservation  of  the  whole  creature. 

Clin.  How  so? 

Ath.  By  the  development  of  intelligence  in  the  soul  and  vision 
and  hearing  in  the  head  as  the  crowning  endowment  of  each. 
To  put  it  concisely,  when  intelligence  is  fused  into  a unity  with 
these  noblest  of  the  senses,  they  constitute  what  we  have  every 
right  to  call  a creature’s  salvation. 

Clin.  That  certainly  sounds  like  the  truth. 

Ath.  If  does  indeed.  But  what  in  particular  is  the  object 
envisaged  by  the  blended  intelligence  and  sense  which  is  to  be 
the  salvation  of  a vessel  in  storm  and  calm?  In  this  case  of 
the  ship,  it  is  the  fusion  of  the  sharp  senses  of  captain  and  crew 
alike  with  the  captain’s  intelligence  that  preserves  ship  and 
ship’s  company  together,  is  it  not? 

Clin.  To  be  sure. 

Ath.  Well  the  point  surely  calls  for  no  great  number  of  illus- 
trative examples.  Take  the  case  of  a military  expedition;  we 
have  to  ask  ourselves  what  must  be  the  mark  aimed  at  by  its 
commanders — or  again,  by  any  medical  service — if  they  are  to 
aim  at  ‘salvation’,  as  they  ought  to  do.  In  the  first  case,  I 
take  it,  the  target  is  victory  and  superiority  to  the  enemy,  in 
that  of  the  physicians  and  their  staff,  the  preservation  of 
bodily  health? 
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Clin.  Why,  of  course. 

Ath.  Well  then,  if  a physician  knew  nothing  of  the  nature  of 
bodily  health,  as  we  have  just  called  it,  or  a commander  nothing 
of  the  nature  of  victory  and  the  other  results  we  mentioned,  it 
would  surely  be  clear  that  he  had  no  understanding  of  his 
subject  whatsoever. 

Clin.  Why,  certainly. 

Ath.  Well,  then,  to  come  to  the  case  of  a State:  if  a man 
plainly  knows  nothing  of  the  mark  a statesman  must  keep 
before  his  view,  has  he,  for  one  thing,  any  right  to  the  style 
of  a magistrate,  and  will  he,  for  another,  have  any  capacity 
for  the  preservation  of  that  of  whose  aim  he  is  so  utterly 
ignorant  ? 

Clin.  None  whatsoever.  _ 

Ath.  Why  then,  mark  the  inference.  If  our  present  disposi-  I 
tion  of  our  territory  is  to  be  completed,  it  must  provide  for 
the  presence  there  of  some  body  which  understands,  in  the  first 
place,  the  true  nature  of  this  mark  of  statesmanship,  as  we 
have  called  it,  and  next,  the  methods  by  which  it  may  be 
attained,  and  the  counsels — emanating  principally  from  the 
laws  themselves,  secondarily  from  individual  men— which  make 
for  or  against  it.  If  a State  leave  no  room  for  such  a body,  we 
should  not  be  surprised  that  a society  so  unintelligent  and  so 
imperceptive  habitually  finds  itself  drifting  at  the  mercy  of 
circumstance  in  its  various  undertakings. 

Clin.  Just  so. 

Ath.  Now  where  in  our  society,  in  which  of  its  sections  or 
institutions  as  so  far  prescribed,  have  we  made  any  adequate 
provision  for  such  a safeguard?  Can  we  specify  anything  of 
the  kind? 

Clin.  No  indeed,  sir,  not  with  any  certainty.  But  if  I may 
hazard  a guess,  your  observations  seem  to  be  pointing  to  the 
Committee  which,  as  you  just  said,  will  be  expected  to  meet 
in  the  small  hours. 

Ath.  You  understand  me  perfectly,  Clinias.  That  body,  as 
our  present  observations  prefigure,  will,  indeed,  need  to  be 
equipped  with  all  virtue.  And  the  first  point  of  such  virtue  4- 
will  be  that  its  aim  must  not  wander  from  object  to  object;  it 
must  have  a single  mark  always  before  its  eye  and  make  it 
the  target  of  all  its  shafts. 

Clin.  Assuredly  it  must. 

Ath.  Now  we  have  reached  this  point,  we  shall  understand 
that  there  is  nothing  surprising  in  the  fact  that  the  laws  of  our 
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various  societies  should  be  all  at  sea,  seeing  that  the  aims  of 
the  legislators  in  each  of  them  are  so  conflicting.  In  general, 
we  must  not  be  surprised  that  the  standard  of  rights  with  some 
men  is  the  restriction  of  power  to  a certain  group,  no  matter 
whether  better  or  worse  in  reality  than  others,  with  others  the 
acquisition  of  riches,  no  matter  whether  or  not  at  the  cost  of 
enslavement,  and  yet  others  make  ‘liberty’  the  object  of  their 
passion;  others,  again,  combine  two  objects  in  their  legislation 
and  keep  an  eye  on  both  together,  liberty  and  empire  over 
other  societies,  while  the  wisest  of  all,  as  they  fancy  themselves, 
pursue  all  these  aims  and  others  like  them  at  once;  they  set 
no  one  object  of  a particular  devotion  before  them  to  which 
they  might  point  as  the  proper  aim  of  all  other  pursuits. 

Clin.  Surely  then,  sir,  the  position  we  took  so  long  ago  was 
the  sound  one.  We  said  there  was  one  end  to  be  kept  in  view 
in  all  our  own  laws,  and  we  were  agreed,  I believe,  that  the  right 
name  for  the  thing  is  virtue. 

Ath.  We  were  so. 

Clin.  And  virtue,  as  I remember,  we  said  has  four  parts. 

Ath.  Precisely. 

Clin.  But  the  chief  of  them  all  is  understanding,  and  it 
should  be  the  aim  of  the  three  other  parts,  as  well  as  of 
everything  else. 

Ath.  You  follow  my  argument  perfectly,  Clinias;  pray  keep 
me  company  in  the  next  step.  As  to  this  matter  of  the  single 
aim,  we  have  specified  the  mark  on  which  the  understanding  of 
navigator,  physician,  military  commander  should  direct  its 
gaze  and  are  now  in  the  act  of  examining  that  of  the  statesman. 
If  we  like  to  personify  his  wisdom,  we  may  address  it  with 
these  words:  ‘In  the  name  of  all  that  is  wonderful,  what  is  it 
you  have  in  view?  What  is  your  one  aim?  The  physician’s 
wisdom  can  give  us  a definite  answer:  you,  the  wisest  of  all  the 
wise,  by  your  own  account,  have  you  no  answer?’  Now 
Megillus  and  Clinias,  can  you,  between  you,  act  as  his  spokes- 
men? Can  you  give  me  a definition  stating  what  you  take 
this  object  to  be,  like  the  definitions  I have  so  often  given  you 
as  spokesman  for  other  parties  ? 

Clin.  Nay  sir,  there  we  are  at  a loss. 

Ath.  Now  what  is  it  that  we  must  be  so  anxious  to  discern,  in 
itself  as  in  its  various  manifestations? 

Clin.  I should  like  some  illustration  of  what  you  mean  by 
‘manifestations  ’. 

Ath.  As  an  illustration,  then,  take  our  language  about  the 
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four  types  of  virtue.  If  there  are  four  of  them,  obviously  we 
must  hold  that  each  type  by  itself  is  one. 

Clin.  Obviously. 

Ath.  And  yet  we  give  one  name  to  all  of  them.  In  fact,  we 
speak  of  courage  as  virtue,  of  wisdom  as  virtue,  and  similarly 
with  the  other  two,  and  this  implies  that  they  are  not  really 
several  things,  but  just  this  one  thing — -virtue. 

Clin.  Certainly. 

Ath.  Now  it  is  easy  enough  to  point  out  where  these  two,  or 
the  others,  differ  and  why  they  have  received  two  distinct 
names;  it  is  not  so  light  a matter  to  show  why  we  have 
given  both  of  them,  and  the  rest,  the  one  common  name, 
virtue. 

Clin.  Now  what  is  your  point? 

Ath.  One  which  I can  explain  readily  enough.  Suppose  we 
divide  the  parts  of  questioner  and  respondent  between  us. 

Clin.  Again,  I must  ask  you  to  explain  yourself. 

Ath.  Ask  me  the  question  why  we  first  call  both  things  by 
the  one  name  virtue,  and  then  speak  of  them  as  two — courage 
and  wisdom.  I will  give  you  the  reason.  One  of  them — -courage 
— is  concerned  with  fears,  and  so  is  to  be  found  in  the  brutes 
and  in  the  behaviour  of  mere  infants.  In  fact,  a soul  may 
attain  to  courage  by  mere  native  temperament  independently 
of  discourse  of  reason,  but  without  such  discourse  no  soul  ever 
comes  by  understanding  or  wisdom;  none  has  ever  done  so, 
and  none  ever  will;  the  cases  are  utterly  different. 

Clin.  That  is  true  enough. 

Ath.  Very  good ; my  statement  has  told  you  where  the  things  964 
differ  and  why  they  are  two;  it  is  now  your  turn  to  tell  me  in 
what  respects  they  are  one  and  the  same.  Remember  that 
you  will  also  have  to  explain  in  what  way  the  four  things  can 
be  one  thing,  and  that  when  you  have  given  your  explanation 
you  are  once  more  to  ask  me  in  what  way  they  are  four.  And 
there  will  be  still  a further  point  to  investigate:  if  a man  is  to 
have  competent  knowledge  of  anything  whatsoever  which  has 
not  only  a name  but  a definition,  is  it  enough  that  he  should 
know  its  bare  name,  but  be  unaware  of  its  definition?  Is  not 
any  such  ignorance  in  a man  of  any  account  disgraceful,  when 
the  matter  at  issue  is  one  of  paramount  importance  and 
dignity? 

Clin.  So  I should  presume. 

Ath.  In  the  eye  of  an  author  or  custodian  of  law,  a man  who 
believes  in  his  own  pre-eminence  in  virtue  and  has  won  the  prize 
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for  the  very  qualities  of  which  we  are  treating,  can  there  be 
anything  of  greater  importance  than  these  qualities  themselves, 
valour,  purity,  justice,  wisdom  ? 

Clin.  There  surely  cannot. 

Ath.  Then  where  these  are  the  issues  at  stake,  is  it  to  be 
believed  1 of  our  interpreters,  our  teachers,  our  legislators,  the 
very  men  who  have  the  rest  of  us  in  their  keeping — can  it  be 
believed,  I say,  when  it  comes  to  the  provision  for  one  who 
needs  to  learn  and  know,  or  to  be  corrected  and  rebuked  for  his 
faults,  that  a man  such  as  we  have  in  mind  will  not  show  himself 
pre-eminent  as  a teacher  of  the  characteristic  quality  of  virtue 
and  vice  and  generally  as  an  instructor?  Can  we  suppose  that 
some  poet  or  pretended  ‘educator  of  youth’  who  has  come  to 
our  city  will  get  the  credit  of  superiority  to  one  who  has  won  the 
palm  of  a perfect  virtue  ? In  a State  like  this,  where  there  are 
no  custodians  competent  in  act  as  in  thought  from  their  com- 
petent acquaintance  with  virtue — is  it  surprising,  I ask  you  if 
a State  left  so  unguarded  has  the  fortunes  of  too  many  of  our 
States  of  to-day? 

Clin.  Why  no,  I suppose  not. 

rAlh.  What  follows?  Shall  we  act,  as  we  are  now  proposing, 
or  how?  Shall  we  equip  our  guardians  with  a more  finished 
mastery  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  virtue  than  the  mass  of 
their  neighbours?  How  else  is  our  own  city  to  resemble  an 
> intelligent  man’s  head  with  its  sense-organs  in  its  possession  of 
such  a defence  within  itself? 

Clin.  Pray,  sir,  how  are  we  to  understand  the  comparison? 
In  what  does  the  likeness  consist  ? 

Ath.  Why  manifestly  the  city  at  large  is  the  trunk  of  the 
body:  the  younger  guardians — we  selected  them  for  their 
superior  parts,  for  the  quickness  of  all  their  faculties — are 
stationed,  so  to  say,  at  its  summit,  their  vision  ranges  over  the 
whole  compass  of  the  State,  they  commit  what  they  perceive 
/ in  their  watch  to  memory,  and  serve  their  elders  as  scouts  in 
<065  every  branch  of  affairs.  Those  senior  men— we  may  compare 
them  with  the  understanding  for  their  special  wisdom  in  so 
1 many  momentous  matters — sit  in  council,  where  they  avail 
themselves  of  the  services  and  suggestions  of  their  juniors,  and 
l ■ thus,  by  their  united  action,  the  two  parties  are,  between  them, 
^ the  real  salvation  of  the  whole  State.  Is  this  to  be  our  project, 
or  are  we  to  find  some  other  arrangement  for  ourselves?  ^Are 

1 The  sentence  as  Plato  appears  to  have  left  it  has  no  main  finite  verb, 
the  Set  of  964  c 2 being  apparently  a ‘corrector’s  emendation  of  Se. 
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we  to  leave  all  our  citizens  1 on  one  level  of  training  and  educa- 
tion, with  no  more  sedulously  trained  class  among  them  ? 

Clin.  My  dear  sir ! We  cannot  possibly  take  such  a course. 

Ath.  Then  we  shall  have  to  proceed  to  an  education  of  a more 
exacting  kind  than  we  have  so  for  contemplated. 

Clin.  I dare  say  we  shall. 

Ath.  And  that  on  which  we  have  just  touched  may  perhaps 
prove  to  be  the  very  one  we  need  ? 

Clin.  Indeed  it  may. 

Ath.  I believe  we  said  that  a consummate  craftsman  or 
guardian  in  any  sphere  will  need  the  ability  not  merely  to  fix 
his  regard  on  the  Many,  but  to  advance  to  the  recognition  of 
the  One  and  the  organization  of  all  other  detail  in  the  light  of 
that  recognition? 

Clin.  Yes,  and  it  was  the  truth. 

Ath.  Now  whose  vision  and  view  of  his  object  can  be  more 
intimate  than  his  who  has  learned  to  look  from  the  dissimilar 
Many  to  the  One  Form? 

Clin.  You  may  be  right. 

Ath.  Not  ‘may  be’,  bless  you!  There  is  no  surer  path  for 
a man’s  steps,  and  can  be  none. 

Clin.  Well,  sir,  I admit  it  on  your  assurance;  so  we  may  let 
the  argument  take  that  course. 

Ath.  Then  it  looks  as  though  the  guardians  of  our  god-given 
constitution  too  must  be  constrained,  first  and  foremost,  to  see 
exactly  what  is  the  identity  permeating  all  the  four,  the  unity 
to  be  found,  as  we  hold,  alike  in  courage,  in  purity,  in  rectitude, 
in  wisdom,  and  entitling  them  all  to  be  called  by  the  one  name, 
virtue.  This,  my  friends,  if  you  please,  is  what  we  must  now 
close  upon  with  a firm  and  unyielding  grip,  until  we  are  content 
with  our  account  of  the  real  character  of  the  mark  on  which 
our  gaze  shall  be  fixed,  whether  it  prove  to  be  a unit  or  a whole, 
or  both  at  once,  or  what  you  please.  If  we  let  this  slip  through 
our  fingers,  can  we  suppose  we  shall  ever  be  fully  equipped  for 
a virtue  of  which  we  cannot  tell  whether  it  is  many  things,  or 
four,  or  one?  No,  if  we  are  to  follow  our  own  advice,  we  must 
find  some  other  way  of  securing  this  result  in  our  society.  But 
of  course  we  must  consider  whether  we  should  leave  the  whole 
subject  alone. 

Clin.  Nay,  sir,  in  the  name  of  the  god  of  strangers,  you  cannot 

1 The  MSS.  /ce<tT7)MEVov5  in  965  a 6 gives  a satisfactory  sense,  and  I there- 
fore translate  it.  But  it  is  very  possible  that  Wilainowitz-Moellendorf’s 
KfKrrniitnfv  should  be  accepted.  (‘  Is  the  city  to  have  all  its  members  on 
one  level,  etc.’) 
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let  such  a matter  drop;  we  find  your  remarks  full  of  truth.  But 
how  is  the  thing  to  be  compassed  ? 

966  Ath.  Ah,  that  is  a question  we  are  not  yet  ready  to  ask.  We 
must  first  be  sure  we  are  agreed  whether  or  not  the  thing  must 
be  done. 

Clin.  Indeed  it  must,  if  only  it  can  be  done. 

Ath.  Then  what  say  you  to  this?  Do  we  take  this  same  view 
when  it  comes  to  the  fine,  or  to  the  good  ? Will  our  guardians 
have  merely  to  know  that  each  of  them  is  many,  or  must  they 
know  further  how  and  in  what  way  each  is  a unit? 

Clin.  Why,  we  seem  fairly  driven  to  hold  that  they  will 
actually  have  to  understand  their  unity. 

Ath.  And  suppose  they  can  perceive  this,  but  are  unable  to 
give  any  articulate  demonstration  of  it  ? 

Clin.  Out  of  the  question ! A condition  only  fit  for  a slave ! 

Ath.  Well,  once  more,  must  we  say  the  same  of  all  matters 
of  moment?  Men  who  are  to  be  real  guardians  of  the  law1 
0 will  need  a real  knowledge  of  them  all;  they  must  be  able  to 
expound  this  knowledge  in  their  speech  and  to  conform  to  it 
in  their  practice,  to  discern,  .the  true  intrinsic  demarcations  of 
good  and  eyilL  " 

TTmTTndubitably. 

be  Ath.  Now  among  these  matters  of  high  import  is  not  the 
subject  of  divinity  which  we  treated  so  earnestly  pre-eminent? 
’Tis  of  supreme  moment  for  us,  is  it  not,  to  know  with  all  the 
certainty  permitted  to  man  that  there  are  gods,  and  with  what 
evident  might  they  are  invested?  In  the  great  mass  of  our 
citizens  we  may  tolerate  mere  conformity  to  the  tradition 
embodied  in  the  laws,  but  we  shall  do  well  to  deny  all  access  to 
the  body  of  our  guardians  to  any  man  who  has  not  made  it  his 
serious  business  to  master  every  proof  there  is  of  the  being  of 
gods.  And  by  denial  of  access  I mean  that  no  man  who  is 
( not  divinely  gifted  or  has  not  laboured  at  divinity  shall  ever  be 
j chosen  for  a Curator,  nor  ever  be  numbered  among  those  who 
C win  the  distinction  for  virtue. 

Clin.  As  you  say,  it  will  be  only  right  that  the  slothful  or 
incompetent  in  such  matters  should  be  hopelessly  excluded 
from  high  distinction. 

Ath.  May  we  say,  then,  that  we  know  of  two  motives — those 
we  have  already  rehearsed — of  credibility  in  divinity? 


1 The  ‘ real  guardians  ’ are  the  more  select  body  constituting  the  ‘ Nocturnal 
Council’,  as  distinguished  from  the  thirty-seven  magistrates  officially 
eiititled  o^uAaices  ‘Curators  of  the  Laws’. 


BOOK  XII 


363 


Clin.  And  what  are  these  two? 

Ath.  One  of  them  is  our  theory  of  the  soul,  our  doctrine  that 
it  is  more  ancient  and  more  divine  than  anything  that  draws 
perennial  being  from  a motion  that  once  had  a beginning;  the 
other  our  doctrine  of  the  orderliness  in  the  movements  of  the 
planets  and  other  bodies  swayed  by  the  mind  that  has  set  this 
whole  frame  of  things  in  comely  array.  No  man  who  has 
once  turned  a careful  and  practised  gaze  on  this  spectacle  has 
ever  been  so  ungodly  at  heart  that  its  effect  has  not  been  the 
very  reverse  of  that  currently  expected.  ’Tis  the  common 
belief  that  men  who  busy  themselves  with  such  themes  are  made 
infidels  by  their  astronomy  and  its  sister  sciences,  with  their 
disclosure  of  a realm  where  events  happen  by  stringent  necessity, 
not  by  the  purpose  of  a will  bent  on  the  achievement  of  good. 

Clin.  And  what  is  the  true  state  of  the  matter? 

Ath.  As  I told  you,  the  situation  has  been  precisely  reversed 
since  the  days  when  observers  of  these  bodies  conceived  them 
to  be  without  souls.  Even  then,  they  awakened  wonder,  and 
aroused  in  the  breasts  of  close  students  the  suspicion,  which 
has  now  been  converted  into  an  accepted  doctrine,1  that  were 
they  without  souls,  and  by  consequence  without  intelligence, 
they  would  never  have  conformed  to  such  precise  computations; 
even  in  those  days  there  were  persons  bold  enough  to  hazard 
the  actual  assertion  that  it  is  mind  to  which  the  heavens  owe 
all  their  ordered  array.  And  yet  these  same  thinkers  went 
astray  about  the  soul;  they  took  it  to  be  junior  to  body,  not 
senior,  and  their  error,  as  I may  say,  wrecked  the  whole  scheme, 
or,  to  speak  more  accurately,  wrecked  themselves.  For  on  a 
short-sighted  view,  the  whole  moving  contents  of  the  heavens 
seemed  to  them  a parcel  of  stones,  earth,  and  other  soulless 
bodies,  though  they  furnish  the  sources  of  the  world-order! 
It  was  this  that  involved  the  thinkers  of  those  days  in  so  many 
charges  of  infidelity  and  so  much  unpopularity;  and  further 
inspired  poets  to  denounce  students  of  philosophy  by  comparing 
them  with  dogs  baying  the  moon,  and  to  talk  a world  of  folly 
besides;  but,  as  I told  you,  to-day  the  position  has  been  reversed. 

Clin.  In  what  way? 

Ath.  No  son  of  man  will  ever  come  to  a settled  fear  of  God 
until  he  has  grasped  the  two  truths  we  are  now  affirming,  the 
soul’s  dateless  anteriority  to  all  things  generable,  her  immortality 

1 The  contrast  is  between  the  spirit  of  the  early  ‘pre-Socratic’  cosmology 
and  that  of  the  astronomy  and  cosmology  of  Plato’s  Academy.  The 
‘thinker’  alluded  to  in  what  follows  is  Anaxagoras. 
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and  sovereignty  over  the  world  of  bodies,  and  moreover  that 
presence  among  the  heavenly  bodies  of  a Mind  of  all  things  of 
which  we  have  spoken  so  often  already.  He  must  also  possess 
the  requisite  preliminary  sciences,  perceive  the  links  which 
— connect  them  with  music,  and  apply  his  knowledge  meetly  to 
his  moral  and  legal  behaviour;  also  he  must  be  able  to  give  a 
968  reasoned  account  of  all  that  admits  thereof.  He  that  adds  not 
these  endowments  to  his  possession  of  the  popular  virtues  will 
never  be  a sufficient  magistrate  of  a whole  community,  but 
only  a magistrate’s  underling.  Thus  the  time  has  now  come, 
Megillus  and  Clinias,  when  we  must  ask  ourselves  whether  we 
shall  add  one  more  statute  to  all  hitherto  rehearsed,  a law 
instituting  the  Nocturnal  Council  of  magistrates,  duly  furnished 
with  the  whole  education  we  have  described,  as  the  State’s 
custodian  and  preserver.  How  shall  we  act,  think  you  ? 

Clin.  How,  my  dear  friend,  can  we  do  other  than  make  the 
addition,  if  we  have  the  power,  in  however  low  degree? 

Atli.  Then  let  us  indeed,  one  and  all,  throw  our  powers  into 
so  worthy  an  undertaking.  This  at  least  is  a task  in  which 
you  will  find  me  eager  to  help — and  I may  possibly  discover 
other  co-operators  besides  myself — from  my  copious  experience 
of  such  matters  and  meditation  upon  them. 

Clin.  Out  of  all  question,  sir,  we  must  take  the  road  along 
which  God  himself  is  so  plainly  guiding  us.  But  what  is  our 
right  way  to  set  about  it  ? That  is  what  our  present  conference 
has  to  discover. 

Ath.  As  to  laws  on  such  a point,  Megillus  and  Clinias,  it  is 
impossible  to  lay  them  down  now,  before  the  institution  has 
been  framed — it  will  be  time  to  define  its  statutory  powers 
when  it  exists — all  that  can  be  done  at  present  towards  fashion- 
ing such  a body,  if  the  work  is  to  be  done  rightly,  is  instruction 
by  repeated  conferences. 

Clin.  How  so  ? What  is  the  meaning  of  that  remark  ? 

Ath.  Well,  we  must  obviously  begin  by  compiling  a list  of 
persons  qualified  for  the  post  of  guardian  in  respect  of  age, 
intellectual  ability,  character  and  habits.  When  we  come  to 
the  next  point,  that  of  the  subjects  to  be  studied,  it  is  no  easy 
matter  to  invent  them  ourselves,  nor  yet  to  go  to  school  to  some 
other  inventor.1  Further,  it  would  be  futile  to  give  regulations 

1 Because  the  mathematics  necessary  for  dealing  with  the  problems  are 
still  only  in  course  of  creation — an  allusion  to  the  progress  being  actually 
made  in  the  study  by  the  Academy.  So  the  allusion  in  the  phrase  about 
‘modem  legislators’  in  969  c below  is  to  the  scientific  jurisprudence  which 
was  being  created  in  the  Academy. 


BOOK  XII 


365 

either  for  the  length  of  time  to  be  given  to  the  single  subjects 
or  for  the  order  in  which  they  shall  be  taken  up;  the  student 
himself  will  not  discover  which  of  his  studies  is  relevant  until 
scientific  knowledge  of  the  subject  has  found  a settlement  in 
his  soul.  Thus  you  see  that  while  it  would  be  wrong  to  call 
these  various  subjects  incapable  of  description,  it  is  very  right 
to  call  them  incapable  of  prescription,  for  prescription  can  throw 
no  light  on  their  contents. 

Clin.  Why,  sir,  if  the  case  stands  so,  what,  I ask  you,  are 
we  to  do? 

Ath.  As  the  phrase  goes,  my  friends,  we  have  a ‘fair  field  and 
no  favour’;  if  we  are  ready,  as  they  say,  to  stake  the  whole 
future  of  our  polity  on  a throw  of  triple  six  or  triple  ace,  why, 
so  we  must,  and  I,  for  one,  will  take  my  share  in  the  risk ; my  969 
part  shall  be  the  statement  and  exposition  of  my  own  convictions 
about  the  scheme  of  education  and  training  which  our  conversa- 
tion has  thus  started  for  the  second  time.  But  the  hazard  we 
run,  mind  you,  is  no  slight  one;  there  are  not  many  others  to 
be  compared  with  it.  I would  advise  you,  Clinias,  in  particular, 
to  lay  the  matter  deeply  to  heart.  For  you  the  alternatives 
are  to  construct  this  State  of  Magnesia — or  whatever  name  God 
will  have  it  called  after — on  right  lines  and  cover  yourself  with 
glory,  or  to  incur  the  abiding  reputation  of  a daring  not  to  be 
equalled  in  all  future  ages.  But  if  we  can  once  create  this 
admirable  Council,  then,  my  good  friends  and  colleagues,  we  a 
must  deliver  the  State  into  its  keeping,  and  there  will  be  hardly'* 
one  modern  legislator  to  disagree  with  us.  The  dream  on  which 
we  touched  a while  ago  in  our  talk,  when  we  painted  our  picture 
of  the  partnership  of  the  mind  and  the  head,  will  have  found  its 
fulfilment  in  real  and  working  fact,  if  and  when  we  have  seen 
our  men  scrupulously  selected,  duly  educated,  settled  at  the  end 
of  the  process  in  the  nation’s  central  fortress  and  established 
there  as  guardians  whose  likes  we  have  never  seen  in  our  whole 
lives  for  perfection  as  protectors. 

Meg.  My  dear  Clinias,  after  all  that  has  now  been  said,  we 
shall  either  have  to  abandon  the  foundation  of  your  city  or 
else  to  be  deaf  to  our  friend’s  excuses,  and  try  every  entreaty 
and  inducement  to  secure  him  as  a co-operator  in  the  foundation. 

Clin.  Very  true,  Megillus.  I will  do  as  you  wish,  and  you 
must  assist  me. 

Meg.  Count  upon  me. 
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Absence  from  military  duty,  336. 

Academy:  reason  for  founding, 
xi;  earliest  incorporated  uni- 
versity, lxvii. 

Administrative  boards,  xxxix, 
132  et  seq. 

Adopted  heirs,  317,  323. 

Adultery,  169,  229. 

Advocacy,  332. 

Agriculture,  statutes  on,  230 
et  seq. 

Aliens : xlviii ; cosmopolitanism 
discouraged,  lviii,  91 ; treat- 
ment of,  hi,  1 12;  representa- 
tion of  burlesque  or  comedy  by, 
202;  all  industry  in  hands  of, 
xlix,  233  et  seq.,  313;  domicile 
of,  239;  children  of,  239; 
assault  and  battery  on,  270; 
theft  of  public  property  by, 
334;  rules  for  admission  of, 
344 

Allotments  in  a settlement,  128. 

Ambassadors,  misconduct  of, 
lviii,  334. 

Amendment  of  laws,  152,  155. 

Anarchy,  335. 

Anthology  of  verse,  compilation 
of,  xliv,  45  n.,  103,  196. 

Appeal,  lx,  149,  350;  from 

auditors,  340. 

Appetite,  control  of,  xxiv,  23 
et  seq. 

Arbitration : in  breach  of  contract 
cases,  314:  in  marriage  law, 
320;  generally,  350. 

Archery,  177. 

Architecture,  161,  162. 

Aristocracy,  61. 

Aristotle’s  Politics,  lxiv. 

Arithmetic,  study  of,  xlvi,  204. 

Art,  existence  a product  of,  278, 
279- 

Artificers,  314.  ' 


Artistic  canons,  xxvi,  33-37,  48, 
185;  see  also  Music. 

Arts  and  crafts:  practice  of,  234, 
235;  patron  gods,  314. 

Assault  and  battery,  270-273. 

Assessments,  property,  136,  349. 

Astronomy,  study  of,  xlvi,  liii, 
204,  210;  see  also  Planets; 
Schiaparelli;  Wolf. 

Atheism,  lii,  274,  278,  293; 

~ penalties,  302-304. 

Athletics:  officers  for  competi- 
tions in,  146,  147;  physical 
training,  179;  as  a training 
for  war,  217,  219;  classes  of 
events,  220. 

Attendance  in  court,  compulsory, 
351- 

Attic  practice  in  penalties,  301  n. 

Atticus’  interpretation  of  Plato’s 
ontological  theory,  289  n. 

Audit:  magistrates’,  lviii,  lix, 
338  et  seq.-,  judges’,  143; 
auditors’,  340. 

Auditors,  election  of,  338;  num- 
ber, 339;  appeal  from,  340; 
laurel  - wreath  for,  340; 
obsequies  of,  340. 

Autocracy,  94,  96.  See  also 

under  Persia. 

Bacchic  frenzy,  51,  201. 

Bail,  lix,  347. 

Balance  of  the  Constitution,  xx. 

Beauty,  38. 

Begging,  331. 

Benefit  clubs,  subscriptions  to, 
308,  308  n. 

Bequests,  316  et  seq. 

Betrothal,  right  of  valid,  157. 

Births  and  deaths,  record  of,  xlii. 

Body,  habits  of,  see  Habits  of 
body. 

Boundary  marks,  23 1 . 
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Boxing,  178,  216,  216  n.,  220. 

Burnet,  Professor:  on  authorship 
of  the  Laws,  lviii;  text  of  the 
Laws,  Ixviii. 

Buying  and  selling:  dishonesty 
in,  lvii,  308  et  seq. ; regulation 
of,  308. 

Bystanders,  duty  of,  in  cases  of 
assault,  272;  of  defamation, 
330. 

Calendar  of  feasts,  annual,  182, 
214. 

Cambyses,  autocratic  rule  of,  77. 

Canonists,  214. 

Capital,  administrative,  xxxviii, 
129. 

Capital  offences,  242. 

Caracts  of  Commissioners  of 
Markets,  310. 

Censors  of  art  and  literature,  185, 
203. 

Ceremonial:  neglect  of,  343; 
funeral,  353,  354. 

Chance,  existence  a product  of, 
278,  279. 

Chase,  the,  see  Hunting. 

Chastity,  229. 

Child,  education  of  the,  xxiv- 
xxvii,  37,  148,  170  et  seq.  See 
also  Education ; Physical  train- 
ing or  culture. 

Choric  art,  xxv,  xxvi,  xxvii,  30, 
32,  34,  43,  50,  52;  contraven- 
tion of  standards  of,  183.  See 
also  under  Music. 

Christian  theology,  Plato’s  in- 
fluence on,  xii. 

Ciphering,  study  of,  204,  206. 

Citizen : character  of  ideal,  xxxii, 
109-116;  number  of,  119; 
classification,  127;  regulation 
of  private  life  of,  163,  172,  192; 
prohibition  of  practice  of  trade 
by,  xlix,  312,  313. 

City:  nature  of,  xxvii;  Aristotle's 
and  Plato’s  ‘ideal  state,’  Ixiv; 
organization  of,  for  war,  5 ; 
foundation  of  a,  87  et  seq. ; size 
and  situation  of  an  imaginary, 
87,  88;  guardianship  of,  139, 
1 41;  Commissioners,  140,  and 


see  also  under  Commissioners; 
architecture,  161,  162. 

City  Commissioners,  see  Urban 
Commissioners. 

Clinias,  xiii. 

Code  of  law:  classified,  7;  civic, 

1 16;  formation  of,  152. 

Coins,  weights  and  measures, 
inspection  of,  xxxix,  124. 

Colonies,  xxvii;  colonization  as  a 
‘measure  of  relief,’  118,  123. 
See  also  under  Emigration. 

Comedy,  203,  330 

Comely,  248. 

Commanders  or  Captains  of  the 
Watch,  141-144. 

Commerce:  sea-borne,  xxxi,  87, 
230;  land-borne,  230. 

Commercialism,  130. 

Commissariat,  230. 

Commissioners  of  the  Market, 
see  Markets : Commissioners  of. 

Commissioners,  Urban  and  Rural, 
see  Urban  Commissioners; 
Rural  Commissioners. 

Committee  of  Public  Safety,  302  n. 

Common  gaol,  301. 

Commons,  Attic,  willing  servants 
of  the  laws,  83. 

Communistic,  basis  of  society  not 
to  be,  xxxvii,  126;  ideal  of, 
basis,  121-122. 

Competitions  in  music  and  ath- 
letics, 146;  appearance  of 
competitor  hindered,  349. 

Compromise,  political,  doctrine 
of,  xxx,  75,  76,  85,  138. 

Concupiscence,  259. 

Conduct,  right,  see  Right  conduct. 

Confidence  ( O&ppos ),  22. 

Conscience,  popular,  82. 

Constitution:  foundation  of  con- 
stitutional and  legal  theory, 
xvi;  ‘balance  of  the  Constitu- 
tion,’ doctrine  of  the,  xx,  xxix, 
76;  political  compromise,  doc- 
trine of,  see  under  Compromise ; 
constitutionalism,  doctrine  of, 
see  under  Constitutionalism ; 
political,  elements  of  a,  xxix, 
74,  75 ; construction  of,  xxxvi ; 
monarchy,  75;  democracy,  75; 
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Persian  and  Attic  compared, 
81;  autocratic,  94,  99;  choice 
of,  1 21;  election  of  tribal 
representatives,  138. 
Constitutionalism,  doctrine  of, 
xx,  99. 

Contracts:  non-fulfilment  of,  313, 
314;  arbitration,  314;  wages, 
non-payment  of,  314. 
Correction,  house  of,  302. 
Corruption  in  public  officials, 
punishment  of,  143,  349. 
Corybantic  troubles,  healers  of, 
173- 

Council,  Executive,  see  Execu- 
tive Council. 

Courage:  discipline  in,  173;  de- 
fined, 359. 

Courts  of  Justice,  148,  151,  350. 
Courts  of  neighbours,  314. 
Courts-martial,  336. 

Cowardice,  336,  337. 

Craftsmen,  expert  knowledge  of, 
314- 

Credit:  xxxviii,  125;  no  buying 
or  selling  on,  308. 

Crete : name  used  hypothetically, 
xiv;  Cretan  topography,  xiv, 
2,  87,  88. 

Crimes:  causes  of,  259; 

classification  of,  1,  240  et  seq., 
253>  253  n-'<  see  a^so  Homi- 
cide, Larceny,  Sacrilege, 
Theft,  Treason,  Wounding, 
etc; 

compensation,  1,  269. 

Curators  of  Law,  criminal 
jurisdiction  of,  see  Curators 
of  Law ; 

depositions,  332 ; 
distinguished  from  torts,  xlix, 
249; 

evidence,  admissibility  of,  lvii, 
33I-332; 
fines,  242; 

minor,  lvii,  305  et  seq. ; 
no  forfeiture  for,  242; 
penalties,  1,  240  et  seq.,  328; 
person,  against  the,  254,  273; 
see  also  Assault  and  battery, 
Homicide,  Maiming,  Wound- 
ing; 


Crimes  ( contd .) 

public  law,  against,  lvii— Iviii, 

150; 

theory  of  punishment,  328. 
Criminal  jurisdiction  of  Curators 
of  Law,  see  Curators  of  Law. 
Criminal  jurisprudence,  xlix-li; 

see  also  Crimes. 

Criminal  procedure,  243,  266. 
Cronos,  ideal  age  of,  97. 

Crops,  damage  to,  234. 

Crypteia,  10. 

Curators  of  Law : as  arbitrators 
in  marriage  of  orphans,  320; 
as  censors  of  art  and  literature, 
185,  196; 

as  guardians  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, 360. 

as  legislators,  152,  214; 
as  referees  in  marital  disputes, 
324: 

constitution,  xxxix,  134  et 
seq. ; 

construction  of  justiciary,  351 ; 
co-opting  of  colonists  to  serve 
as,  135; 

criminal  jurisdiction,  1,  242, 

303; 

education,  control  of,  148, 

193; 

functions,  136; 
musical  competitions,  222 ; 
musical  training,  functions  in, 
xliii,  196;  see  also  Music; 
Nocturnal  Council,  member- 
ship of,  lix,  360; 
number  of,  134; 
punishment  of  impiety  by, 
303-304 ; 

qualifications,  134; 
selection  of,  134; 
selection  of  panegyrists,  215; 
shrines,  removal  of,  by,  304 ; 
slaves,  fraudulent  sales  of,  309 ; 
supervision  of  rural  commis- 
sioners, 144; 

surveillance  of  guardians,  322  ; 
tenure  of  office,  136; 
trade  experts,  consultation 
with,  310,  313; 
trial  of  auditors,  341. 

Curetes,  armoured  sports  of,  179. 
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Currency,  xxxix,  124,  31 1. 

Custom  or  usage,  176. 

Cyrus,  liberty  under,  76. 

Damage:  involuntary,  250;  to 
property,  331. 

Dancing:  part  of  choric  art,  30, 
34 ; as  physical  culture  and 
training,  178;  consecration  of, 
182;  Pyrrhic  dance,  200 ; dances 
of  Bacchanals,  201 ; emmeliae, 
202;  choric,  in  relation  to 
military  training,  335. 

Darius,  liberality  of,  78. 

Datis,  81. 

Daughter,  legacies  to,  317. 

Dead ; deceased : interment  of,  lx ; 
monuments,  lx;  funeral  ex- 
penses, lx,  101,  103,  353; 

lying-in-state,  353. 

Decorum,  114,  351. 

Defamatory  words,  329. 

Defence  or  guardianship  of  city, 
139.  I41- 

Deluge,  state  of  mankind  after, 
56-57.  58. 

Democracy : element  of,  in  sound 
constitution,  xx,  xxix,  75,  138. 

Desertion  (military),  336. 

Design,  argument  for  God’s  being 
from,  Iv. 

Destiny,  soul  change  in  accord 
with  the  law  of,  298. 

Detriment,  wrongful,  250,  251. 

Dialectic  (philosophical  disci- 
pline), Ixi. 

Dictators,  139. 

Dionysus,  choir  of,  50. 

Disinherited  sons,  323. 

Distinctions,  award  of,  see 
Honours. 

Dithyramb,  83,  184  n. 

Dorian  confederation,  64,  66,  69, 
70  n. 

Dowries,  prohibition  of,  xxxvii, 
xli,  124,  157. 

Drill,  217. 

Drinking:  convivial,  xxiii,  12,  14, 
18,  29;  choric  art  and,  51. 

Drugs,  noxious,  Ivii. 

Dues,  export  and  import,  235. 


Dwelling-houses,  provision  of, 
237- 

Dynasty,  59. 

Economic  inequalities,  regula- 
tion of,  xxxviii,  65,  1 21. 
Education:  academic,  xi; 
by  life-long  example,  1 1 1 ; 
child,  of  the,  xxiv-xxvi,  xlii- 
xlvi,  Ixvii,  170  et  seq. ; 
choric  art,  see  Choric  art; 
correction,  193; 
defined,  20,  21; 
discussed  in  the  Laws,  xviii; 
foreign,  information  on,  346; 
in  science,  lxii,  204  et  seq.,  364, 
364  n.\ 

mathematical  studies,  see 
Mathematical  studies; 
Minister  of,  xxvii,  xl,  148  n., 
196,  198,  215,  345,  347; 
Nocturnal  Council,  training  of 
members  of,  Ixi,  lxii; 
officers  of,  146,  147; 
of  orphans,  321 ; 
physical  training,  see  Physical 
training ; 

pleasures  and  pains  in  relation 
to,  29; 

preliminary,  20; 
schools  and  compulsory  attend- 
ance, xliv,  188,  189; 
schools,  secondary,  xliv,  xlv; 
subjects  of  study  in  schools, 
xlv,  xlvi,  189,  194  et  seq.; 
war,  instruction  in  the  arts  of, 
189. 

Elections:  xxxix-xl;  of  public 
officials,  133-134;  scrutiny, 
I35.  138;  of  auditors,  339. 
Embezzlement  of  public  funds, 
Ivii,  334- 

Emigration,  91  et  seq. 

Emmeliae  (dancing),  202. 

Enemy,  internal,  in  society  and 
in  the  individual,  xxii,  4; 
traffic  with  the,  244. 
Environment,  natural,  institu- 
tions to  be  in  keeping  with, 
xxxi. 

Epaminondas,  xiv. 

Ephorate,  ephors,  74,  96. 
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Epimenides,  19,  56. 

Epinomis,  the,  xiii,  lxiii,  lxiv,  207. 

‘Estate,’  inalienable,  see  Inalien- 
able ‘estate.’ 

Ethical  ‘preambles,’  xvi-xvii, 
107,  108,  109-116. 

Eudoxus’  hypothesis  of  concen- 
tric spheres,  284  n. 

Eugenics,  xlii,  154,  167,  168. 

Evidence,  admissibility  of,  Ivii, 
331- 

Evil:  source  of,  liv,  290 ; judgment 
on  evil-doing,  1 10. 

Evolution  of  legislation,  his- 
torical, 59  et  seq.,  92. 

Excommunication  for  homicide, 
261,  263. 

Execution  of  judgment,  352. 

Executive  Council,  xxxix;  con- 
stitution and  qualifications  for 
membership,  137. 

Executive  of  magistrates,  xxxvi. 

Exile,  sentence  of,  for  homicide, 
258,  259;  for  impiety,  303; 
penalty  for  reception  of,  349; 
see  also  Outlawry. 

Experts,  regulation  of  sales 
through  trade,  310. 

Export  and  import  dues,  235. 

Faction,  5,  6. 

False  pretences,  309. 

Family : institution  of  the,  xxxvii ; 
dissensions,  treatment  of,  lvii, 
324- 

Fearfulness:  in  character  of 
citizens,  22;  immunity  from, 
25- 

Feasts,  annual  calendar  of,  182. 

Fichte’s  Geschlossener  Handels- 
staat,  xxxviii. 

Fines,  242. 

Flood,  the,  see  Deluge. 

Foreign  travel:  permission  of, 
344:  purposes,  344,  345;  report 
on  return,  345. 

Foreign  visitors:  kinds  of,  346; 
hospitality  for,  347. 

Foreigners,  see  Aliens. 

Forfeiture:  none  for  crimes,  242; 
for  excess  of  residence  by  alien, 
3°7- 


Fors  Clavigera,  see  Ruskin. 

Fraud,  309. 

Freedom,  popular,  xxx,  75,  76, 
84. 

Fruit  harvest,  232. 

Fugitive  slaves,  307. 

Funeral  expenses,  see  Dead, 
deceased. 

Gain,  indictment  for  infamous, 
136- 

Gallantry  in  the  field,  335. 

Games,  xlvii,  179. 

Generals  of  the  forces,  136,  315. 

Geometry,  study  of,  li,  206. 

God  (Gods) : argument  for  the 
being  of,  lv,  275  et  seq.; 
Aristotle’s  and  Plato’s  com- 
pared, liv; 
as  Creator,  liv ; 
attributes,  liv,  294,  295,  296: 
heresies,  274; 
not  venal,  294,  299,  300; 
the  supreme  soul,  liii,  liv, 
292; 

universal  superintendence  by, 
297- 

Sec  also  Athei.SHU_.bQuL  .Theo- 
logy. 

Good;  goodness:  ideal  of  ‘com- 
plete goodness,’  xxii-xxiii, 
xxxii,  358  et  seq.;  human  and 
divine  goods,  8;  Athenian 
goodness,  19;  education  a 
schooling  in  goodness,  21;  no 
goods  without  justice  and 
virtue,  39,  40. 

Goods  and  chattels,  159. 

Gortyn,  91. 

Government:  elements  of  good, 
xx ; title  to,  71  et  seq. 

Graciousness,  175. 

Grotius’s  De  Jure  Belli  et  Pads, 
xlviii. 

Guard:  city,  141;  rural,  142, 
142  n. 

Guardianship  of  orphans,  lvii, 
148,  315  et  seq.,  322. 

Gymnastic:  education  in,  xl, 
xliii;  Gymnopaediae,  10;  source 
of,  52,  53;  superintendents,  1 46; 
institution  of  gymnasia,  199. 
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Habits  of  body,  23,  26,  116,  193. 

Hades,  298. 

Happiness,  legislation  as  affect- 
ing, 8. 

Harbours,  140. 

Hardships,  endurance  of,  109. 

Health,  38. 

Hearths  or  households,  number 
of,  xxxvii,  122. 

Hedonic  consequences,  virtue  in- 
dependent of,  xxxvi. 

Heretical  opinions:  li,  lii,  274  et 
seq.,  293,  300;  trial  and  punish- 
ment for,  Ivi,  301-4. 

Hesiod,  56,  72,  102. 

Hipparchs,  136,  137,  221. 

History,  philosophy  of,  xxvii. 

Hobbes,  xxii. 

Homage  to  emancipators,  pay- 
ment of,  307. 

Home,  regulated  disposition  of 
the,  192  ; see  also  under  Citizen. 

Homicide:  unintentional,  254;  in 
passion,  256;  with  premedita- 
tion, 257;  exile  for,  257,  259; 
parricide,  258  ; aggravated  and 
wilful,  260;  excommunication 
for,  261 ; by  contrivance  be- 
tween kinsmen,  262;  suicide, 
263 ; by  animal,  263 ; by 
inanimate  thing,  264 ; murder 
by  person  unknown,  264; 
excusable,  264. 

Honours,  award  of,  80,  126,  138, 
139,  186,  315. 

Horse-racing,  341. 

Houses,  161,  162. 

Hunting,  212,  213. 

Hymnody,  184. 

Iambic  verse,  defamation  in,  330. 

Ignorance  as  a source  of  mis- 
conduct, 252. 

Illiteracy,  130. 

Imitation,  arts  of,  46. 

‘Imperialism,’  aggressive,  xxxi. 

Impiety,  li,  no,  274,  301-304. 

Imposture,  309. 

Imprisonment,  301,  301  n. 

Inalienable  ‘estate,’  xxxvii  - 
xxxviii,  123-124. 

Incivisme,  li, 
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Incommensurables,  theory  of, 
206,  207,  207  n. 

Inheritance,  317. 

Iniquity  or  diseases  of  the  body 
politic,  300. 

Innkeeping,  regulation  of,  lvii, 
230,  312. 

Inquisition,  Plato’s  anticipation 
of,  xix,  xx,  li. 

Insane  and  imbeciles,  supervi- 
sion of,  lvii. 

Interest,  xxxviii,  125,  230. 

Interrogatories,  answers  to,  351. 

Intestate  succession,  rules  of,  318 
et  seq. 

‘Invariants,’  social,  xxxvi. 

Issue:  parentage  of,  324;  suffi- 
ciency of,  324. 

Judges,  corrupt,  150. 

Judgment,  execution  of,  352. 

Jurisprudence,  the  Laws  osten- 
sibly a treatise  on,  xvi. 

Jurist,  philosophical,  work  of  the, 
xvi. 

Jury,  266;  balloting  for,  351. 

Just  life  the  most  pleasant,  39,  40. 

Justice,  Courts  of,  see  under 
Courts  of  Justice. 

Justiciary,  constitution  of,  350. 

Justinian’s  Institutes,  xlviii. 

Kant,  cosmos  of,  liv. 

Lacedaemon : armoured  sports  of, 
179;  sexual  indulgence,  223. 

Lament,  83. 

Land  tenure:  Dorian,  65;  divi- 
sion of  lands  and  houses,  122; 
no  possibility  of  disputed  title, 
348- 

Larceny,  lvii,  244,  328,  334. 

Laurel  wreath  for  auditors,  340. 

Law : true  function  of,  xvi ; divine 
origin  of  all,  1,  13,  92;  obedi- 
ence to,  83,  99;  obsolete,  99; 
method  or  principle  of  a,  106; 
preambles,  107,  108;  assign- 
ment of  laws  to  magistrates, 
132;  amendment  of,  152,  155; 
of  our  forefathers,  175-176; 
unwritten,  175,  176;  statute, 
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176  n.,  281;  language  or 

draughtsmanship,  246;  Noc- 
turnal Council  for  safeguarding 
system  of,  355. 

Laws,  the: 

Aristotle’s  Politics  inspired  by, 
lxiv; 

authorship,  Ixiii; 
date,  xii-xiii,  xiii  n. ; 
dialogue,  scope  of,  xiii-xiv; 
Jaeger  on,  lxiv; 
jurisprudence,  a treatise  on, 
xvi; 

legislators,  influence  on  prac- 
tice of,  lxv; 

personnel  of  the  dialogue,  xiii; 
political  thought,  influence  on, 
lxiv,  lxv; 

politics,  contributions  to,  from, 
lxvi  n.  ; 

Professor  Burnet  on,  lxiv ; 
purpose,  xiv,  xv; 
reforms  anticipated  in,  lxvi; 
Roman  Law  and,  lxvii; 
Ruskin’s  Fors  Clavigera  and, 
lxv; 

Synopsis:  Bk.  I,  xxi-xxiv; 
Bk.  II,  xxiv-xxvii;  Bk.  Ill, 
xxvii-xxxi;  Bk.  IV,  xxxi- 
xxxvi;  Bk.  V,  xxxvi-xxxix; 
Bk.  VI,  xxxix-xlii;  Bk.  VII, 
xlii-xlvi;  Bk.  VIII,  xlvi- 
xlix;  Bk.  IX,  xlix-li;  Bk.  X, 
li-lvi ; Bk.  XI,  lvii;  Bk.  XII, 
lvii-lxiii  ; 

translation  of,  lxviii ; 
Wilamowitz  - Moellendorf  on, 
Ixiii,  lxiv. 

Legacies,  317. 

Legal  procedure,  148,  149,  150, 
243,  266,  331,  332,  333,  342.35i- 

Legislation : body  of,  in  social  and 
political  construction,  xxxvi, 
xl;  origin  of,  59,  92;  enactment 
of,  acceptable  to  the  populace, 
64 ; creation  of  wisdom  in  com- 
munity by,  70 ; origin  in  chance, 
92 ; ethical  prelude  to,  108-116; 
political  theory  of,  245 ; an 
affair  of  art,  279;  report  on 
foreign,  346;  conflicting  objects 
of,  358. 
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Legislator,  qualities  of  true,  92 
et  seq. 

Libel,  329. 

Liberty,  see  Freedom. 

Licence,  see  Freedom. 

Literature,  censure  or  censors  of, 
xliv,  185,  203,  215,  330. 
Litigants,  forcible  hindrance  of, 
349- 

Locri,  laws  of,  15. 

Love,  passion  of,  223  et  seq. 
Loyalty,  xxxv,  7,  81,  82. 
Lunatics,  custody  of,  329. 

Lust,  sexual,  224  et  seq. 

Lyc6e,  Plato’s  anticipation  of  the, 
xix,  xx,  lxvii. 

Lycurgus,  xiv,  7. 

Lying-in-state,  time  of,  353. 
Lyre,  study  of  the,  194,  198. 
Lyric  verse,  lampoon  in,  330. 

Magic  and  incantations,  327. 
Magistrates:  as  guardians,  139; 
as  judges,  140; 

Attic,  81; 

audit  (etidwa)  on  expiry  of 
term,  see  Audit; 
constitution  of  magistracies, 
xxxix,  132  et  seq.) 
duty,  discharge  of,  by,  lviii; 
election  of,  132 ; 

Nocturnal  Council  of,  see  Noc- 
turnal Council ; 

training  and  control  of  boys 
by,  193; 

‘Magnesia,’  fiction  of  a legislation 
for,  xv,  249,  312. 

Maiming,  offence  of,  265. 
Markets:  cheating  in,  309; 
Commissioners  of,  xl,  140, 
145,  see  also  Retail 
trade ; 

regulation  of,  xlviii,  140,  237. 
Marriage:  xli;  marriage-law,  105, 
156;  age  for,  155,  169,  320; 
marriage-feast,  158;  arbitra- 
tion in  marriage-law,  320.  See 
also  Eugenics. 

Mathematical  studies,  Ixiii,  lxiv. 
Matricide,  259. 

Meals,  common,  system  of,  2,  13, 
191. 
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Megalopolis,  code  for,  xiv. 

Megillus,  xiii,  xviii. 

Melodies,  see  Anthology;  Music. 

Mercenaries,  hire  of,  80. 

Messenia,  xiv,  63,  74. 

‘Militaristic’  philosophy  of  life, 
xxi,  88. 

Military  awards,  315. 

Military  discipline,  lviii,  335. 

Military  duty,  evasion  of,  336. 

Military  exercises,  public  instruc- 
tion in,  199,  215,  216. 

Military  organization,  xlii,  2,  88, 
89,  90,  136-138,  335. 

Military  prizes,  336. 

Minister  of  Education,  see  under 
Education. 

Minos,  xiv,  7,  89. 

Monarchy  or  personal  rule,  xx, 
xxix,  xxx,  61,  63;  dual,  of 
Sparta,  73  n. 

Moral  sense  of  the  child,  xxiv- 
xxv,  37. 

Moral  valuation,  principles  of, 
xxxiii,  89. 

Moral  worth : scale  of,  xxxiv,  89 ; 
and  power,  95. 

Morality,  sexual,  xlvii. 

Motion  or  process  (idvr/ais),  notion 
of,  in  relation  to  causality,  lii, 
liii,  284,  284  n.,  285. 

Murder,  see  Homicide. 

Music : use  in  early  moral  educa- 
tion, xxiv-xxv;  canons  of 
musical  composition,  xxv,  33; 
in  Egypt,  34;  musical  stan- 
dards, 36,  45 ; innovations  in 
composition,  37;  pitch  and 
musical  training,  44;  rhythm 
in  choric  art,  43;  musical 
training,  44 ; rightness  of  musi- 
cal standard,  47;  musical 
imagery,  48;  rhythm  and 
melody,  49;  composer  as  com- 
petent judge,  50,  50  n.; 

Athenian  divisions  of,  83 ; 
officers  for  competitions  in, 
146;  legislation,  183,  183  nr, 
classical,  186;  Minister  of 
Education  as  director  of,  198, 
222;  legislation  for  regulating 
competitions,  222. 
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Nature:  intelligent  guidance  in 
the  order  of,  lii,  289,  290;  the 
source  of  all  things,  278,  279; 
preceded  by  soul,  282. 

Naval  warfare,  89. 

Neglect  of  parents,  325,  326,  327. 
Nestor,  95. 

Next-of-kin,  duty  of,  in  case  of 
murder,  260,  261. 

Nocturnal  Council: 

a Committee  of  Public  Safety, 
302; 

constitution  of,  lix,  355  et  seq.  ; 
heresy,  correction  of,  by,  lvi, 
302  et  seq.  ; 
law  instituting,  364; 
national  life,  surveillance  over, 
Ixi,  355; 

philosopher-kings  of  the  Repub- 
lic and  members  of,  lxii; 
qualifications  for  membership 
of,  364,  365. 

scientific  attainments  of  mem- 
bers of,  364; 

Nursing,  bodily  and  mental,  172. 

Oaths:  in  legal  proceedings,  lviii, 
342 ; generally,  309,  342 ; of 
judge,  342. 

Obsequies,  353. 

Odysseus  quoted  on  naval  war- 
fare, 89. 

Offerings  to  the  gods,  350. 

Olive  wreath,  award  of,  336. 
Orphans:  guardianship  of,  315  et 
seq. ; upbringing  and  education 
of,  321. 

Outlawry,  242. 

Ownership  of  property,  disputed, 
306. 

Pancratium,  178,  220. 

Panegyrics,  215. 

Parents:  reverence  for,  101 ; 

neglect  of,  325,  326. 

Parricide,  258. 

Party  ascendencies,  218. 
Patriarchal  system,  59. 
Patrimony,  division  of,  xxxviii, 
xxxix,  122,  317. 

Patron  gods  or  heroes,  120. 
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Pausanias  quoted,  175. 

Peace:  organization  of  state  for, 
xxiii;  legislation  for  war  as 
means  to,  5. 

Peasant  proprietorship,  xxvii, 
128. 

Peculation,  334. 

Penalties  for  crime,  see  under 
Crimes. 

Penury,  127,  157. 

Perjury,  lvii,  309,  332,  342. 

Persia:  autocracy  in,  xxix-xxx, 
75,  76;  degeneracy  of  common- 
wealth of,  80. 

Philosopher-kings,  see  under  Noc- 
turnal Council. 

Phylarchs,  136,  137,  221. 

Physical  training  or  culture,  146' 
171,  177,  178,  217,  221. 

Pindar  of  Thebes  on  government, 
7T  99- 

Planets  : study  of  the,  209-2 1 1 ; 
motions  of  the,  284. 

Pleas,  254. 

Pleasures,  indulgence  in,  xxiv, 
12-14. 

Pleasures  and  pains:  calculation 
of,  xxxv,  1 15;  anticipation  of, 
22;  disciplined  state  of,  in 
relation  to  education,  29, 
30- 

Plotinus  and  the  Laws,  lxv. 

Plutarch’s  interpretation  of 
Plato’s  ontology,  289  n. 

Poets,  see  Anthology  of  verse; 
Literature,  censors  of. 

Poisons,  law  of,  327. 

Political  construction,  work  of, 
xxxvi. 

Politics,  Aristotle’s,  lxiv. 

Polities,  origin  of  different  types 
of,  59  et  seq. 

Population : excessive,  xxxvii, 
123;  division  of,  xxxviii,  128; 
of  a settlement,  90,  119. 

Portions  of  sons  in  will,  317. 

Poverty,  see  Penury. 

Prayer,  use  of,  69,  101,  277. 

‘ Preambles,’  ethical,  xvi,  xvii, 
xxxiii,  108-116,  276-277;  in 
law  against  impiety,  301  et  seq. ; 
in  law  anent  orphans,  321. 
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Premeditation  in  homicide,  236, 
257- 

Prescription,  lix,  348. 

Price  of  goods  sold,  310. 
Priesthood,  140,  14 1. 

Prisons,  lvi  n.,  301. 

Private  property,  xxxvii,  122. 
Procedure  in  lawsuits,  regula- 
tion of,  lx,  149;  see  also  Legal 
Procedure. 

Produce  of  the  soil,  supply  and 
distribution  of,  236. 

Profligacy,  116. 

Property:  assessment  of;  136; 

damage  to,  331. 

Prytanes,  137,  347,  347  n. 

Public  buildings,  140. 

Public  funds,  embezzlement  of, 
334- 

Public  health,  162 ; see  also  Urban 
Commissioners. 

Public  law:  ambassadors,  mis- 
conduct in,  see  Ambassadors ; 
embezzlement,  see  Embezzle- 
ment; 

magistrates,  duty  of,  see  Magis- 
trates. 

military  discipline,  see  Military 
discipline ; 

Punishment,  scale  of,  328. 
Purgation,  social,  117. 

Pyrrhic  dance,  200. 


Reading  and  writing,  194. 
Receiving  stolen  goods,  349. 
Religion:  place  of,  in  education, 
xviii,  xix; 

religious  duties,  101 ; 
religious  law,  exponents  of, 

214- 

religious  needs  of  the  State, 
xl,  xlvi,  140,  141,  154; 
ritual,  expense  on,  lx ; 
Representation,  political,  see 
Tribes. 

Requisitions,  military,  142,  143. 
Restitution  in  contracts  of  sale, 
308. 

Retail  trade,  regulation  of,  lvii, 
230,  238,  3x1,  313. 

Rhapsodes,  221,  221  n. 
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Rhythm,  42,  49. 

Right,  real  and  natural,  non- 
existent, 280. 

Right  conduct:  rules  for,  xxxiv- 
xxxv;  100,  1 15,  247;  meaning 
of  epithet  right,  248. 

Ritter,  excursus  on  Plato’s  views 
on  planets  by,  210  n. 

Roads,  maintenance  of,  142. 
Robbery  with  violence,  328. 
Roman  law,  influence  of  the 
Laws  on,  lxvii-lxviii. 

Rural  Commissioners:  xl,  140  et 
seq. ; 

as  Captains  of  the  Watch,  141, 
142; 

as  rural  police,  142; 
boundary  marks,  231 ; 
corruption  in  or  oppression  by, 
143; 

Curators  of  the  Law,  inqui- 
sition of,  144; 
daily  course  of  life  of,  144; 
election  of,  140,  142; 
purpose  of,  140; 
retail  trade,  313. 
torts,  jurisdiction  in,  231 ; 
trial  of,  143; 
treasure-trove,  256; 
water-supplies,  232; 

Rural  guard,  142. 

Ruskin,  influence  of  the  Laws  on, 
lxv. 


Sacrifices,  188,  214,  240  et  seq., 
303- 

Sacrilege,  1,  240;  by  ambassadors 
or  envoys, 

Sacristans,  140,  141. 

St.  Augustine’s  De  Civitate  Dei, 
xxv  ii. 

Sale  and  purchase,  see  Buying 
and  selling. 

Sanctuaries,  140,  303. 

Sanitation.  See  under  Rural 
Commissioners;  Urban  Com- 
missioners. 

Sarmatian  women,  189,  190. 

Schiaparelli,  interpretation  of 
Plato’s  views  on  astronomy  by, 
210  n. 


Scientific  study,  progress  of, 
364,  364  n. 

Scrutiny  of  elections,  see  Elec- 
tions. 

Search  for  stolen  goods,  348. 

Security  or  bail,  see  Bail. 

Self-command,  see  Appetite,  con- 
trol of. 

Self-love,  1 14. 

Sepulture,  rites  of,  354. 

Servants:  treatment  of,  xli,  160, 
161;  ownership  of,  159. 

Sexual  indulgence,  13,  167,  223 
et  seq. ; see  also  Love. 

Shrines:  offences  against,  274; 
none  for  the  impious,  303. 

Simonides  quoted,  204  n. 

Slander,  113. 

Slaves,  159,  160,  307,  308,  309. 

Sleep,  193. 

Sobriety,  12,  14. 

Song,  see  Choric  art. 

Sophist,  302. 

Sophrosyne  or  moral  courage, 
xxiii,  xliii. 

SHiil  or  mind  (fuxv)  '• 

argument  in  the  Phaedrus  on, 
liii,  lv; 

defined,  liii,  287,  288; 

God  the  supreme,  liii,  292 ; 
identity  with  the  primal  be- 
coming of  all,  282  et  seq., 
292; 

imperishability  of,  lv,  297; 
man’s  divinest  thing  the,  109; 
‘motions’  of,  li,  284-285; 
the  universal  cause,  288,  289. 

Sovereignty : division  of  the 
powers  of,  xx,  xxix;  absolute, 
xxx,  80;  limits  to,  73-75; 
principles  of,  98. 

Spartan  discipline,  xxi,  10. 

Speculation,  xxxviii,  124. 

Spurious  article,  sale  of,  310. 

State,  see  City. 

Statesman:  education  of  the,  xi, 
xv ; peace,  should  legislate  for 
war  as  means  to,  5 ; qualities  of 
the  true,  69,  93  et  seq. 

Statesmanship,  279,  357. 

Stolen  goods,  search  for,  348. 

Streets,  superintendents  of,  140. 
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Succession,  intestate,  see  Intes- 
tate succession. 

Suicide,  263. 

Summary  jurisdiction  of  rural 
commissioners,  143,  177,  270. 

Sureties,  242;  in  proceedings  for 
homicide,  261. 


Taxation,  349,  350. 

Taxiarchs  (divisional  comman- 
ders), 136,  137. 

Teleology,  Plato’s,  see  Design; 
God  (Gods). 

Temperance:  in  legislator,  93, 
101 ; in  citizen,  115. 

Temples  and  sanctuaries,  120; 

robbery  of,  see  Sacrilege. 
Testamentary  disposition,  lvii, 
315; 

bequests  to  heir  to  the  patri- 
mony, 317; 

daughter’s  rights,  319; 
guardians,  nomination  of,  318; 
inheritance  of  landed  estate, 
317- 

Theft,  see  Embezzlement;  Lar- 
ceny; Peculation;  Robbery 
with  violence. 

Theognis  of  Megara  on  war,  7. 
Theology : Plato’s  influence  on 
"Christian,  xii;  ‘natural’  or 
‘philosophical,’  xix,  li;  see  also 
God  (Gods). 

Title,  disputed,  when  claim  for, 
barred,  348. 

Tolls  and  customs,  230. 

Tombs,  offences  against,  274. 
Torts:  prevention  of,  xlviii,  231; 
crimes  distinguished  from,  xlix, 
249,  250. 

Town  planning,  162. 

Trade  and  industry,  xlix,  218, 
230,  311. 

Tragic  drama,  xliii,  203. 

Travel,  foreign,  see  Foreign  travel. 
Treason,  high,  1,  243. 

Treasure  trove,  lvii,  127,  305,  306. 
Treasury,  public,  valuation  of 
estates  for  payments  to,  349. 
Tribal  courts,  350. 

Tribes:  division  of,  xxxviii,  see 


also  Population;  political  re- 
presentation of,  xxxix,  138. 

Tribunals,  see  Courts;  Justiciary. 

Triers  to  select  classical  music, 
186. 

Truth,  xviii,  112. 

Tyrtaeus  on  war,  6,  7. 

Underworld,  gods  of  the,  214,  298. 

Universe,  movements  in,  orderly 
and  regular,  liii,  284,  289,  290. 

Unwritten  law,  175,  176  n. 

Urban  Commissioners:  xl,  140  et 
seq. ; 

begging,  prevention  of,  331. 
buildings,  superintendence  of, 
162; 

children’s  sanctuary,  jurisdic- 
tion in  cases  concerning,  177; 
'City  Commissioners,’  140; 
districts  of,  145; 
effluxion  of  rain-water,  juris- 
diction in  cases  on,  232 ; 
election  of,  140,  145; 
purpose  of,  140; 
qualifications  for  office  of,  145; 
retail  trade,  control  of,  313; 
treasure-trove,  functions  in 
fraudulent  vendors,  powers 
over,  310. 

Usage,  see  Custom. 

Usury,  see  Interest. 

Valour,  xxiii,  7. 

Vexatious  prosecution,  lvii,  333. 

‘Vices,  pleasant,’  xxiii;  see  also 
Drinking,  convivial;  Virtue. 

Virtue:  independent  of  hedon- 
ism, see  Hedonic  consequences; 
cardinal,  lxi,  360;  division  of, 
from  vice,  22,  102. 

Voluntary  and  involuntary  trans- 
gressions, 249  et  seq. 

Wages,  workmen's,  314. 

Wards,  see  Guardianship. 

Warfare : political  society  in  per- 
manent, xxii;  external,  6; 
instruction  in  arts  of,  189; 
weapons  of,  236. 

Water-courses,  143. 

Water,  pollution  of,  233. 
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Water-supplies,  232. 

Wealth,  8,  9,  38,  hi,  124,  125. 

Weapons  of  war,  casting  away, 
338- 

Weights  and  measures,  inspection 
of,  xxxix,  124. 

Wife,  estrangement  of  husband 
from,  324. 

Wilamowitz-Moellendorf  on  the 
Laws,  lxiii,  lxiv. 

Wills,  see  Testamentary  disposi- 
tions. 

Wine-cup,  prohibition  of,  54;  see 
also  Drinking,  convivial. 

Witnesses:  competence  of,  331; 
hindrance  of,  349. 

Wolf,  interpretation  of  Plato’s 
views  on  astronomy  by,  210  n. 


/■?#.) t**'-  “ 

Women:  restraint  of,  164;  Sar- 
matian,  189;  teaching  of,  199. 
Worship,  101.  See  also  under 
Religion. 

Wounding:  offence  of,  265; 
statute  of,  267;  of  parent  or 
master,  268;  in  anger,  269; 
compensation  for,  269. 
Wrestling,  178,  200. 

Wrongs,  wrongful  detriment,  250, 

251- 


Xerxes,  autocratic  rule  of,  78. 


Zeus:  as  lawgiver,  1,  13;  as 
protector  of  aliens,  112,  112  n. 
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